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THE 


Poor Doubting Chriſtin® 
drawn unto Chriſt. - 


John 6. 45. 


Every man therefore that hath heard, 


aud hath learned of the Fake, com- 4 
' Eh unto _— | 


0 $2859 pad divers land K o 
V- impediments wWhic 
YG « hinder ,poor Chriſti- 
DAR - ans from coming unto 
. Chriſt ; all which T © 
deſire to reduce to 
— Heads. 1 
PFirſt, Such hinderances as really 
SKcep men from coming to take hold 
Jof Chriſt at all, which are briefly | 
Itheſe. 4 
1. Blinde careleſneſs, or preſom- <4 
pruous Security, whereby men con- hh 
ent themſelves with their preſent hinder 
ondition, preſuming all is well wich men 
hem, when chere is no ſuch matten _ 
2. Being convinced of this, they ing: 
dethink how to ſave themſelves by chit. 
teir own 1 7 and . 


bx 


\ 


2. 


riſt, e 
and, and help him upꝰ 
he will attend upon ce 


* " drawn unto chriſt. | 
deprive a man of title and intereſt to 
eternal happineſs, bur make the way 


1 
3 


tedious and uncomfortable, ſo that he 


cannot come to Chriſt ſo readily as i 


he de ſires and longs to do: the ground 
whereof is this: When men, out of 


carnal reaſon, contrive another way to 


come unro Chriſt thau ever he or- 
dained or revealed; when we ſet 
our ftandards by Gods ſtandard, or our 


threſholds by his, Exek. 43-8. and, ours 
of our own imagination, make ano- 


ther ſtate of believing than ever Chriſt 
required or ordained. No marvel that 
we come ſhort of him: For thus we 


put rubs, and make bars in our way: 


we manacle our hands, and fetter our 
feet, and then ſay, that we cannot 
take, nor go: Thus it is with you poor 
"Chriſtians, and the fault is your own. 


But, amongſt many, there be three 


Hinderances which are chiefly to be 


Three 
main 
hinde- 


obſerved, by which many gracious rn 
hearts are marvellouſly hindered g. ch 


unto them. 
Firſt, the diſtreſſed ſoul, being 
haply ) truly humbled, takes notice 


mage of God ftampr upon the hearts 


pf his children, and of all thoſe pre- 
: $5 | cious 


of the beauty of holineſs, and the 


from coming to, and from receiving men 
that comfort from Chriſt which they from 
might, and he is willing to- impart 


Chr iſt. 


bf 


— 


cious promiſes which God hath made 
to all that are his; now the ſoul ſee- 
ing theſe, begins thus to reaſon with 
it ſelf, and faith 3 Surely if I were ſo 
holy and fo gracwus, then I might 
have hope to receive the pardon of 
my fins: or were my heart ſo enlarged 
to duties, and could my heart be fo 


ruptions, to maſter them, then there 
* were ſome hope: Eur when I have 
no power againſt fin, nor any heart to 
ſeck ſo importunately for a Chriſt, 
how dare | think that any mercy be- 
longs to me, having ſo many wants ? 
Thus they dare not come to the pro- 
miſe ; and they will nor venture upo 1 
ir, becauſe they have not that enlarg- 
ment to duties, & that power againſt 


Saints of God have. 

But we muſt know, this doth not 
hinder ; and that we make that a 
hinderance, which in truth, is none. 


miſe for them : Hope muſt be ſtirred, 
and Defire quickned, and Love and 


made this condition of the Covenant, 


The poor doubting bie == 


carried with power againſt my cor-- 


corruption which ſomerimes the 


For ( obferve it) we muſt not think 
to bring our enlargements and hope 
w the promiſe, bur go ro the pro- 


Joy kindled by che promiſe. But who 
That a man muſt have ſo much of en- 


largement, before he can come — 
. - the 


— — PIE” 


tm 1 


— 
— 


drawn unto Cbrift. _ 

the promiſe? Our Saviour being our 

Huſband, requires no portion wich us, 

nor ever lookt after any: All that he 

looks for, is meer poverty and empti- 

neſs. If thou haſt nothing, yet he 

Will have thee with thy nothing; pro- 

vided that thou wilt have him. There - 

fore it is thus written; The rich he 

ſends empty an ay; but the poor he 

ſatisfies, and the thirſty he refreſhes 

Vith good; and ſo, as that there is 

nothing required on our fide, bur to 

4 receive him as a Huſband : For, Buy 

without money, is the Text. You muſt 

not come and think to buy a huf- 

band : the Lord looks for no power 

or ſufficiency from you,of your ſelves; 

nor of your ſelves any power againſt 

corruption, or enlargement to duties: 

If you will be content that Chriſt 

3 ſhall take all from you, and diſpoſe 

10 of you and all; then, take a Saviour, 
and then you have him. : 

But the poor ſoul faith, I I go thus 

k ooda inked, hom ſhall Lhkaow that I do 

not preſume ; and bow ſhall I know that 


_ eee. Afr) _ 


TT 7, v & WL OT T 


ſe have a true title tothe Promiſe ? 
d, I anſwer : There is no better argu- Arſ. 


id ment in the world to prove that thou 
— haſt an intereſt in Chriſt, than this, 
t, which is thy raking of the Lord Chriſt 


the | 29 4 Fai, wholly, and as an Huſ- 
to band onely. John 1.12. As mam as 
4 recci ved 


2. 


therefore he dares not make out un- 


the devil, who (if he can) will make 


7 8 1 I ht Ghats 
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- received him, to them he gave power to 

be the ſons of God, even to them that 
believe on his Name. He doth not 

ſay, To as many as had ſuch enlarg- 
ment to duties, & ſuch power againſt | 
corruption; but if thou wilr take 
Chriſt upon thoſe terms which he 
offers. himſelf, there is no better ar- 


1 
gument under heaven than that, to | 
F 


prove that thou - haſt a title to the 


pair that often ſe eth upon the g 


= ry Indeed, there is a deſperate © 


Hearts of diſtreſſed ſinners. . tl 


Therefore in the ſecond place, as tt. 
the ſinner looks upon the excellency th 
of Chriſt, and of grace, and upon his is 
own inſufficiency withall, which fat 
makes him thesg he will not venture pt. 
upon the promiſe ; ſo he looks too ev. 
altogether upon his own ſinſulneſs no 
and worthleſneſs, and there fore dares oo 
not venture upon it 3 he views the 
number of his fins ſo many and vile, 
and the countenance of them ſo long, 
and durable; and he ſeeth the floods 
of abominations coming in ſo amain 
upon his ſoul, and Satan to boot, 
(who helps him forward in all this,) Me 


Owr 
| Ca 
a man to ſee fin thorow his owni$ ve; 
Spectacles, or not to ſee it at all; and Wind 


to Chriſt, But this is the policy of 


then 


draw unto ( hriſt. —_— 

) then to ſay, There is mercy enough 9 

t in a Saviour, and therefore I may live 

t as Lliſt. But when the ſinnet will 

needs ſee his fin, then he will let him 

, ſee nothing but fin; and this, to the 

e end that he may deſpair for. ever. 

e Now here the poor ſinner is at 2 

c- ſtand, and can go no further; for toll 

ro him of the mercy of God, and of the 

ne plenteous rede mption in Chriſt, and 

re of the riches of the freeneſs of Gods 

he grace: What (faith he) ſhould I ghink 
that there is any mercy for me, and 

as that I have any intereſt in Chriſt? 

that were ſtrange. And thus the ſoul 

is always poring, and always too much 

faſtened and ſetled upon his corru- 

prion, ever ſtirring the ſore; without 


too ever going to the Phyſitian. Where 
neſs note, that a man is as well kept from- 
ares Booking to Chriſt by deſpair, as by 
the Preſumption. Before he ſees his ſin, 
vile, We thinks his condition is good, and 


hat he hath a ſufficiency of his own, 


on 

204 & needs not to go to Chriſt ; & when 

main he ſees his fin, then he beholds fo 
much vileneſs in himſelf, and in it, that 


pe dares not go to Chriſt, left when 
da- de comes before him, he ſend him 


icy of own to that eyer-burning lake of 
make ire and brim-ftone. Herein the devil 
dcoenſß very ſubtile; but this doth not 


Binder. our title to Chriſt, neither 
chen 5 A5 ovght- 


be pour doubting Chriſtin 
oughr ir to diſcourage us from lay ing 
hold on ſalvation. 

For firſt, ( obſerve it, N For whom 
did Chriſt come into the world, and 
for whom did he -dye when he was 
come? Was it fot the righteous ? ſuch 
needed him not: It was for the poor 
Vuner that judges himſelf, that con- 
demns himſelf, and that he cannot 
1 Tim. fave himſelf. Paul ſaith, Chriſt Feſus 
1. 15. Came into the world to ſave ſinners, of 

whom I am the chief: and Zech. 13.1. 

There ts a fountain opened for fin, and | 
for wncleanneſs ; that is, for all ſorts 
of ſins, and kinde of ſinners; be their 
iniquities never ſo great, and never ſo 
vile, there is a fountain ſer open for | » 
them; come who will. There was UL 
never any ſaved that was not a Rebel t 
firſt 3- nor any received to mercy, that 1: 
firſt oppoſed not the mercies of God, it 
and his grace in Chriſt. The fiery | 
Ferpents did ſting the people in the hi 
wilderneſs; firſt then they were ſtung, $, w: 
and being ſtung, there was a brazen f ſe 
Serpent to heal them. But, th 
Obſerve the folly of this pleaʒ hat ne 
Scripture ever ſaid, that the greatneſʒ; fin 
of mans fin could hinder the great · Su 
neſs; of- Gods mercy? no Scripture Ch 
Malm, ſaith ſo; we ſee David prayeth to the his 
25437» gontrary, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, ma 
and. pardon my ſins, for they are great; 

Nay 


— * 
— 
s 


". "drarn unto Chriſt. 


Nay, God higpſelf doth che quite con» 

trary, 1{ab;4.3.24 25. 7 hou baſt made me 
ſerve with thy ſens, aud wearied me with 
thine iniquatics, yet I am he that blate 
teth out thy tranſgreſſions for my Names 
ſake. When the 2 did tite God wich 
their diſtempered manners, and bur- 
dened him with their ſinful courts, 


then the Lord for his owo Names ſake 


would not ſo much as remember their 

iniquities againſt them. 5 
Again obſerve; That ſins, though 

they he never ſo hainous of them- 


= ſelves, yer if the ſoul can ſee them, 
and the heart be burdened with them, 


they are ſo far from hindering the 
work of faith, and from making thee 
uncapable of mercy, that they fir thee 


the rather to go to Chriſt. The truth 
is (which I pray you take notice of, ) 


it is nor properly our unworthineſs, 
but our pride and haughtineſs that 
hinders us from coming to Chriſt; or 
we would have ſomething from our 
ſelves, and not all ſrom him. Eur to 
the diſtee ſled ſoul, that ſees the vile - 


neſs of his fins ; 1 ſay, Suppoſe thy 


ins were fewer 3 yer upon ſuch a 
Suppoſe, thou wouldſt nor go to 
Chriſt, as perſwaded of tlie {reenels of 
his grace; bur becauſe thy ſins are uot 
many, & upon conceit that thou haſt 


3 *worthinels in thy ſelf, and wouldſt 


Ning. 


% 


* 
0 b; 
7. 
IF ot 
40 1 
= 
* 4 | 
4 "= 


man. But I tell thee, that, upon ſuch 


are nam, but becauſe of 


The poor doubting Chriſtian © 


bring ſomething to Chriſt, and not re- 
ceive all from him; therefore th 
keepeſt back. And is it not plain 
(then) that it is thy pride, and thy ſelf- 
conceitedneſs that hinders thee ? 
Thou muſt have thus much grace 
and holineſs; and Chriſt muſt nor 
juſtifie the ungodly, but the godly 


terms, he will never juſtifie thee or 
any man while the world ſtands. 

But the ſoul replies again; Ay ſins 
are worſe than ſo, not onely becauſe they 
the mercy and 
ſalvation that I have rejected, & which 


bath been offered me from day to day. 
But I anſwer : This cannot hurt a 
An. thee, provided that thou canſt ſee nc 
* thoſe evils of thine : For then,thongh m 
thou haſt caſt away the kindneſs of 
the Lord, yet the Lord will not caſt th 
thee away, if thou wilt come and feek ca 
him carneſtly again and again: For 0 


] 


| | 
4 
N 


14 
1 


7 
N 


Kai. 
38.7 in the way of bis own heart. 


"OY harlot with many lovers, yet turn again 


the iniguity of his covetouſneſs I was | 
went ſaith God ) and I ſmote him; 
Thal my ſelf, and he went on nom | 
If this 
could have hindred, Judah ſhould | 
never have received mercy ; but the 
Text faith, I have ſeen his ways, and 
will heal him; Thou haſt playd the 


ts me, ſaith the Lord, So then, there is- Wi 
no 


Aan um Chi. 11 
no time paſt, if a man have but a heart 
to return. There is no limitation of the 
riches of Gods free grace, except the _. .. 
fin againſt the holy Ghoſt 3 therefore 
faith Chriſt, Rev, 3.20. I ſtand atthe © © 
dor and knoch : Though he cry till hne 
be hoarſe, & ſtand till he be weary, yet 

be ſtands ſtill: if any adulterous or 
deceitfull wretch will open, the Lord 
vuill come in, and bring ſtore of com- 
fort to him, and ſup with him. "PB: 
s Ong, all that is true, ſaith the poor Oby. * 
& 7 ſoul, had I but a heart to mourn for 
4 my baſeneſs. See my fins Ido, but 
5 this is my miſery, L cannot be bur- | 
Jy. dened with them; I have a heart that 
rr cannot break and mourn for diſho- 
ee nouring of God, and — him fo 
h many ways. But ] ſay, - 
of This hurts not neither; provided Aꝛnſ. 
aſt that thy heart be weary of it ſelf, be- ich. 
ek cauſe it cannot be weary of fin. The 7 | 
For Lord ſheweth mercy, becauſe he will © 


4 


BB 4 AS i doe © er 


pas © ſpew mercy : It is not becauſe thou 
» 3 ſcanſt pleaſe him, bur becauſe mercy _ 
dly pleaſeth him. When did the Lor 


ew mercy to Paul? I ſay, When? 
Hut even when Paul did expreſs moſt 
malice againſt him? Saul, Saul, why - 


der ſecuteſt thou me ? He perſecutes + 
the (Chriſt, and yer Chriſt pities him, and 


gain Mhews him mercy : and ſo the ehur- Ads 
5- Wiſh Jlvr, when he _—— 16 


nmances, than when at firſt I belecved. 


The poor doubling Chnſtian 
fire againſt the means of of rin th 
Lord even then ſhewed m ende 
ſion upon him. He that (before) 
refifted the means of grace, was now 
brought home by thoſe means that 
before he reſiſted. 

But wo to me { ſaith the poor ſoul) 
you are now come to the quick : this 
very word is like a Mil ſtone about 
my neck. and I in the Sea, ready to 
be ſunk for ever. This is the depth ? 
of that baſeneſs that lies on me, even 
this, That all the means can do no 
bettet upon me. Why, what though 7 
Paul and the Jay lor were bad enough, 
ſo bad as you Tay ? yet they were 
made better by the meanes : but this 
is my hopeleſs condition, That the F, 
means of grace prevail nothing n 
me. Oh, is there ſuck a heart in hel! 
as I have? for how bad muſt it needs 
be, when all the means in the world 
can do it uo more good? and now me 
thinks I feel my heart more hard 
and incxorable under all Gods Ordi- 


My condition therefore is ( moſt cer- 
tainly ) hopeleſs. ſecing the meanes 
that ſhould ſoften me, do bur harden FR, 
me, and make me worſe. - = 
his is the laſt plea whereby the 
devil keeps in, and poſſeſſeth the 
heart of a poor heartleſs ſinner. But 


let 


_ draws ung (hit. 

Ns let me anſwer thee 3 and foranſwer I 
4'- | ſay:This hurts nor neither: for here at 
ec) leaſt thou maiſt have hope of mercy ? 
OW | And here obſerve theſe three things 
har by way of anſwer 3 and know that, 

Firſt, the Word and means of 
ul) grace do work good, if they make thee 
this more ſenſible of thy hardneſs and 
out deadneſs, though haply they work 
/ O 4 not that good, and after that manner 
pth that thov deſireſt; yet if they make 
vel ¶ thee to ſee thy baſeneſs, thy hardneſs 
ND of heart, & dulneſs of ſpirit, in regard 
of that body of death which hangs 
upon thee, then the Word and they 
verc vor k in the beſt manner; becauſe it 
is after Gods manner, howſoever not 


— "at 


Zkindly, that maks the party$ick be- 
fore it works : ſo it is with the Word; 
before, thou hadſt a proud heart, and 
didſt therefore hft up thy ſelf in thine 
Jon abilities, and didſt truſt in thine 


hard own ſtrength , and thou thoughtſt 
Ird!- that thy care, and the improvement of 
8 Ithe means, would work wonders : But 
cer- 


Snow the Word works ſweetly, when 


Hof man, nor of the means; when it 


y the makes thee lock up to God for ir, and 
h theo prize it when thou haſt it; and to 
= it oponGod with W | 


after thine. That Phyſick works moſt * 


i makes thee apprehenſive, that a. 
"Fwounded ſoul is the gift of God, not 


1. 


2+ 


ö „ The poor doubting chriſtian Om ; 
Fi Ntiltro eontinue it ſo. To feel dead- 


neſs, is life; and to feel hardneſs, is 
ſoftneſs; onely remember this one 
Caution; Except there be ſome luſt 
or diſtemper that thy heart hankers - 
after 3 (for then the word will harden 
thee, becauſe thou hardeneſt thy 
ſelfe ) that one I ſay excepted, thou 
art in a good way. 

Secondly, (mark this, I beſeech 
you ) Thou art the cauſe why thy 
heart is not ſoftned, and why the 
Word works not upon thy ſoul : the 
diſtemper of thine own heart, hinders 
the working of the Word, and di- 
ſpenſation of Gods providence, and 
the tenour of the Covenant of Grace. 
Thou thinkeſt to limit the holy One 
of Ig but that may not be: for, 
his Covenant is a Covenant of Grace; 
and the Lord (ho is free) will not 
ſtand bent to thy bowe, or give thee 

ace when thou wilt; for, it x not 

us to know the times and ſeaſons. 


Wait What if the Lord will not give thee 


for 


grace this year, nor the next, nor all 


*mercJ* thy- life? if at the laſt gaſp he will 


drop in a little of his favour, it is more 


than he ows thee. Therefore hear 
today, and wait to morrow, and con- 


tinue in ſo doing, becauſe thou 
knoweſt not when God may bleſs his 


aun Ordinances. Gomplain not of 
delays, 


Ad draynunto brit. 


delays, bur wait, for God hath waited | * 


for you long 3 & therefore if he make 
you wait for peace of conſcience, and 
aſſurance of his love, he deals bur 
equally with you, and as ſhall be beſt 


with you. God gives what, and 


when, and how he will, therefore 
wait for it. 


Thirdly, Know and conſider, that 3. 


thou haſt reſted upon thine own du- 


ties and endeavours, and fo doeſt not Reſt 
go to God, that bleſſeth both rhe 70 
means, and all the endeayours of his ꝗqutiess 


this way. The fault therefore is thine 
own, (I fay) thine own, becauſe thou 
reſteſt in thine own performances, 
and in the power of the means that 
thou apprehendeſt, and doeſt not go 
to God, that would have wroug 

more than all they can: for, d id a man 
depend upon Gods power and mercy 
in his Ordinances, he ſhould always 
finde ſome proportionable ſuccour, as 
well when he findes no ſucceſs, as 
when he findes any. God ſometimes 
gives, and ſomerimes delays to give: 
but Gods love is as conſtant when he 
gives not, as when he gives. There- 
fore labour to quit allcarnal conſi- 
dence in holy duties. Reſt not in 
thine own performances, but look 

beyond all duties, to God, and defire 
him to give thee the ſucceſs above 
them. | watch 


be poor doubting Chriſtian 


Watch how thy ſoul behaves it ſelf 
afrer the naked diſcharge of a duty: ¶ that 
all quiet and calm, notwithſtanding F gay 
he lives in a dayly courſe and practiſe ¶ they 
of fin 3 ſo that he ptays and lyes, faſts I ther 
and cozens, and yer this makes all I plac 
whole : I tell you, it is an undoubred I perf 
argument that the ſoul did place a thin 
carnal confidence in his own pcr- Þ bec] 
formances, and as yet never attained f wha; 
to a Lord Chriſt in the duty: For he ¶ cun 
that ſeeks a Saviour in his duties, and then 
reſts not in ſelf performances , this | Sayi, 
man brings a Saviour, a Chriſt into } beca 
his ſoul. And mark what follows: and 
Chriſt brings pardoning virtue and ff rienc 
Sang ewe with him, and gives the | 
im more power againſt -corruptions, and 
and more ſuſpition over his own foul ¶ help 
than ever he had before : ſo that the ¶ wit 
ſoul begins to quarrel with it ſelf, and If fee it 
lies down with ſhame, and ſays, What and 5« 
ſhall I think of my praying and hear- Þ forma 
ing? Where is the virtue and power bring 
of it? Did ever Chriſt hear my pray” what 
ers, or come into my ſoul by his Ordi · I flight 
nances? Where is the purging vir-ſoul. 
tue, then, to clear me of my ſins? Nautho 
where is the purifying virtue toſ perfor 
cleanſe me of my corruptions ? This not ui. 
is a ground of a graciops heart, thatſſ bur he 
placeth nor any confidence in holymange 
duties, but onely in the Lord Chriſt. N diſpoſe 


Do 


- 


* drams unto chriſt. 
Do not content your ſelves in this, 
that you ſee a need of a Saviour, be- 


therein, and your reaſon perſwaded 
thereof; when in the mean time you 


place a kind of confidence in the duty = 


| 
performed, and ſervice diſcharged, and 
think thereby to bring Chriſt at your 
beck, and you in the mean while do 
what you pleaſe: this is a wonderful 
* | cunning craft of Satan. This 1 ſay 
I | then 3 A man may ſee a need of a 
Saviour; but do not quiet thy ſoul, 
o | becauſe thou knoweſt it muſt be fo, 
and becauſe thou findeſt by expe- 
1 | rience thou canſt not help thy ſelf, 
the guilr of ſin ſtill ſticks upon thee, 
„Ind therefore a Saviour now muſt 
help thee : I ſay, content not thy felf 
© | with the meer notion of it, to ſay, I 
di ſee ir ſnould be ſo, and it muſt be fo, 
ILY and reſt thy ſelf contented in the per- 
for mancæs of ſervices, and think to 
TH bring a Saviour at thy beck, to do 
= $ whar thou wilt for thy ſoul; this is a 
i- flight that Saran has pinn'd to thy 
[-Floul. Many think to have a ſovereign 


performed duties: fo that he does 
not uſe the means to be led to Chriſt, 
bur he takes up his duties to be com- 
mander of Chiſt, and that he may 
diſpoſe of Chriſt for his own turn; — 

1 that 


eauſe your mindes are enlightned 


authority over Chriſt, Shen they have 
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that he makes Chriſt an abettor of his 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 
art, 
bet 
hou 
hri 
vent 
he 
hat 


own wickednels, not a ſubduer of his 
corruptions. © This is a marvellons 
deceit, when men -reſt in their own 
abilities, and ſo abuſe Chriſt And 
this will appear in theſe particulars. 
Firſt, watch how thy heart is in the 


performance of duty. Doth thy pray-Þeſs 


er, and hearing, and performing of ther 
ſervices , make thee ventrous and NM 
fool-hardy to meddle with corrupti · Pavic 
ons? then its a certain ground thouſpotte 
placeſt carnal confidence in thineſſthe x 
own performances. As for example ; he fi 
If a Profeſſor ſhould ſay, What if Ifienc 
do now and then ſin? and what if Iees t 
do now and then pilfer, and uſe falſe@he la 
weights and meaſures? I'll but prayſpracti 
ſo much the more, and faſt ſo muchfine ti 
the oftner: will not my conſcieneq and f. 
then be ſatisfied? It ſhall be ſatisfiedſthey 
J will command it: I will put in Baiſto his 
for my fin, and pray againſt ir. Nomhis fac 


I beſeech you obſerve it; this prayſto hel 


ing and performing of duties, ifordere 
meerly to command a Saviour to givſpe thy 
allowance to fin, that ſo he may compation 
mit freely: As who would ſay, I hayput tl 
authority over my Saviour, and hFonfu! 
ſhall pardon my ſin, and give me aſthou 
lowance to commit fin. O the wreteſ T o he 
ed villany that is in this mans heartgone. 
Fear full is thy eſtate, whoſoever the} Noy 
' N A » 


s Art, that makeſt thy performances an 
s ANbettor of thy diſtempers : fo that 
s Fhou doeſt thy duties not to convey 
n hriſt, that he may — thee to pre- 
rent fin, but that Chriſt may take off 
he venome and indignation of ſin, 
ie hat ſo thou mayeſt commit wicked - 
„- (eſs without either ſuſpition, or ſur- 
of ther diſtraction. 
id} Many a man makes his ſervices his 
ti-Baviours. For, he makes them the 
ouſhottom to bear up his conſcience 3 
neſſthe ground whereof is this. Haply 
e ze findes and feels by wofull expe- 
f Ikience, what the fruits of fm are. He 
f IWees the venom of his corruptions, and 
ilſeſthe lamentable effects of all his ſinfull 
rayſpractices. He thought it before a 
achfine thing to ſwear ,and lye,and drink, 
acgand follow baſe company: but now 
edFhey are gravel to his heart, and gall 
Baiſto his ſoul. Hig,conſcience fleeth in 
Jowſhis face, and he is ready to fink down 
rayſto hell under the burden of his miſ- 
, iſordered life, Conſcience ſaith, Theſe 
give thy ſins, and theſe will be thy dam- 
-omination : they have been thy delight, 
hayÞurt they will prove thy ſhame and 
d lEonfuſion in the end; and ſhortly 
je aFhou ſhalr finde the ſmart of them: 
etelſro hell therefore, be packing, ard 
earr gone. : | 
tha New this man hathno other cure 
aſf} for 


"drawn wnto-chrift. 
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The poor doubting. Chriſtian 
for his Conſcience in ſach a caſe, but 
this 3 He intrears Conſcience to be 


quiet. He confeſſeth he hath lived. 


in baſe courſes, and his condition ro 
be very miſerable 3 but now he will 


reform all. He hath neglected Pray- 


er heretofore, but now he will pray; 
he hath hated Gods ſervants, bar 


now he will love them; his ways have 


bin exceeding evil, but now he will 
reform them, and now he will turn 
over a new leaf. This he faith; and 
this (he thinks) will ſerve the turn. 
And thus many poor ſouls uſe the 
weans as Mediators, and fo fall ſhorr 
of Chriſt. But a gracious heart doth 
not onely pray, and hear, and recrive, 
and uſe all poſſible means to obtain 
Chriſt, but is reſtleſs and unſatisfied 
till he enjoy and poſſeſs Chriſt in the 
means. He reſts not upon the bare 


performance of any duty, neither 


thinks by virtue of any ſuch his en- 
deavours to ger into Chriſt. | 


I will expreſs this particular more Y * 
fully in this manner. A rich Uſurer 


that is fick of ſome diſeaſe 3 tell him 
ſuch a Phyſitian can cure him, but he 
ſtands vpon ſtate, and will nor come 
withour a great deal of charge. 
Charge, ( faith he) I do not ſtand 
upon that; I have money enough by 
me, enough to fetch him hither. Such 

a man 


. . drawn wnto Chriſt. 


2 man now placeth all his confidence 
in his money. So when the ſoul ſees 


(the Law condemning him) Chriſt 
is the onely Saviour, and he onely 
that can ſatisfie and cure all. But 
now, how ſhall Chriſt be procured? 
Why ? his prayer, and faſting, and 
performances, may command ſo much, 
and that by the power and merit of 
the work done. The voice of a 
Phariſee, and proper language of a 
Papiſt. But what promiſe is there 
for it? Wichin- book none. But thus 
fools reſt on their own performances, 
and fo fall ſhort of Chriſt and ſalva- 
tion, 

But Oh, ſaith a poor ſinner, fain 
world 1 go out of my ſelf. I ſce tos well 
now, that 1 have reſted, and do reſt up- 
on duties done; but I cannot deny my 
ſelf as I would. Yo 

J anſwer, It is Satans ſubtilty to 
keep us in our ſelves, by endeavour- 
ing thus to make us to go out of our 
ſelves. For by our own ſtrengths he 
would have us to do it; and per- 
ſwades us we may. But this is a mar- 
vellous deepnefs of his, wherein he 
ſhews both malice and cunning in the 
ſuperlative. For here he makes us 
believe. ( and we out of ignorance 

< are 


the guilr of fm is nor removed, and 
that Conſcience is ſtill ſnarling, and that 


oli. 


Anſ. 


22 The poor doubting Ch 
are perſwaded as he would have us) 
that we have the ſtaff in our own 
hands, that is, the power to get out 

of our ſelves. But is it ſo? Oh no, it 

is a ſupernatural work to beſo quir 

of our ſelves. The ſame hand muſt 
bring us ont of our ſelves, that muſt 
bring us to Chriſt : and this is Self- 
= denial : and Self-denial is, When the 
what ſoul knoweth it hach nothing, and 
it is. therefore is ſo over · powered with the 
mighty hand of God, and the work of 

his Spirit, that it doth not ſo much as 
expect any power or ability from it 
ſelf; or from the creature, in the doing 

of any good: For it knows it is dead, 

& therefore cannot help ir ſelf, much 

leſs can the creature do it any good. 

It therefore looks up to heaven, and 
ſeeks all ſufficiency from God alone. 
For ( obſerve it) whiles I thus think, 
that I have ability ro go out of my 
ſelf; do I not then ſay, that I have a 
principle within me to deny my (elf? 
But it is not ſo; rather it is quite 
contrary : for to deny a mans ſelf, is 

ro know that he hath no power in 
himſelf ro do any ſpiritual duty:there- 
fore we inuſt look onely to the voice 
that calleti us, the voice of Chriſt, 
and know that he that calls us from 

the ways of darkneſs, and out of our 
ſelves, muſt and will bring us our : 
There- 


daun unte chriſt. 
fore expect only power frõ Chriſt 
uck thee out of thyſelſ, c to make 
a Believer; for the ſame hand 
do both, or it will never be. 
would not have a poor creature 
k chus with himſelf : If this 
15, and theſe Ordinances will do 
o good, nor work upon my heart, 
all never have comfort; but ſpeak 
unto God, and ſay, In truth, 
d, I expect no power from my 
nor from the means; but my re- 
tion is, to look up to him that 
hid his face yet from his poor 
ant. I will not look any lower, 
gere within my ſelf, for any ſuch 
; no, Lord, but to the higheſt 
wer and gifts. Nor wilhl look 
e Miniſter, or to the means, bur 
ll wait upon thee (O Lord) an- 
up to thy power, to work by 
own means. Remember what 
b ſaith; #hou# amongſt you that xcai 
h the Lord, and obeyeth the voice 59.19, 
ſervants, that wal heth in dark- 
and bath no light of comfort, let 
truſt in the Name of the Lord, and 
himſelf upon bx God, Then when 
ther things in the world fail, let 
pul look up to the Lord, and ger 
from it ſelf. For then is che fit 
me of all to meet with God. 
| have a Chriſtian chuſe this 
* B rime 
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hands, that is, the power to get out 
of our ſelves. But is it ſo? Oh no, it 
is 4 ſupernatural work to beſo qui 
of our ſelves. The fame hand mu 
bring us ont of our ſelves, that m 
bring us to Chriſt : and this is Self+ 
denial : and Self-denial is, When the 
ſoul knoweth it hach nothing, and 
therefore is ſo over · powered with the 
mighty hand of God, and the work o 
his Spirit, that it doth not ſo much a 
expect any power or ability from 1! 
ſelf; or from the creature, in the doing 
of any good : For it knows it is dead 
& therefore cannot help ir ſelf, mue 
leſs can the creature do it any gooe 
It therefore looks up to heaven, an 
ſecks all ſufficiency from God alone 
For ( obſerve it) whiles I thus thinh 
that I have ability to go out of m 


ſelf; do I not then ſay, that I have 


principle within me to deny my ſel 


But it is not ſo; rather it is qui 


contrary: for to deny a mans ſelf, 
ro know that he hath no power 

himſelf to do any ſpiritual duty: ther 
fore we inuſt look onely to the voi 
that calleth us, the voice of Chi 

and know that he that calls us fr 
the ways of darkneſs, and out of 
felves, muſt and will bring 7 hk 


| The poor doubting Chrittien 
are perſwaded as he would have us) 
that we have the ſtaff in our own 


ann unto chriſt. "7/7" Sh 
Therfore expect only power fro Chriſt | 
to pluck thee out of thyſelſ, S to make 
thee a Believer; for the ſame hand 
muſt do boch, or ic will never be. 

I would not have a poor creature 
think chus with himſelf : If this 
means, and theſe Ordinances will do 
me no good, nor work upon my heart, 

I ſhall never have comfort; but ſpeak 
thus unto God, and ſay, In truth, 
Lord, I expect no power from my 
ſelf, nor from the means; but my re- 
ſolution is, to look up to him that 
hath hid his face yet from his poor 
ſervant. I will not look any lower, 
as here within my ſelf, for any ſuch 
power; no, Lord, but to the higheſt 
in power and gifts. Nor will] look 
ro the Miniſter, or to the means, bur 
I will wait upon thee (O Lord) an- 
look up to thy power, to work by 
thine own means. Remember what 
Iſaiah ſaith ; #ho amongſt you that 1cai 
feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice 59.19, 
of hit ſervants, that walketh in dark- 
neſs, and bath no light of comfort, let 
him truſt in the Name of the Lord, and 
ſtay bimſelf upon ha God, Then when 
all other rhings inthe world fail, ler 
the ſoul look up to the Lord, and get 
away from it ſelf. For then is che fit 
teſt time of all to meet with God. 
would have 4 Chriſtian chuſe this 
\ B rime 
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it he miſs of this, his force is gone 


00. 


Anſ. 
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time above all times, the fitteſt wher- 
in to meet his Saviour, and to diſap · 
1 Satan: for, as I ſaid, it is the 
aſt refuge that the devil hath: and 


for ever. For otherwiſe the ſinner, 
partly ſeeing the beauty of grace will 
not; and partly, ſeeing the baſeneſs 
of his own heart, will not dare to 
come to Chriſt. | 


But the next complaint, in the 


next place, is want of ſenſe and feel- 
ing, ſuch as a Chriſtian muſt have, and 
findes not. Therefore the diſtreſſed 
foul faith, Alas, Ine ver knew what it 
was to have the aſſurance of Gods love; 
I never received any evidence of Gods 
fawour ; and can 1( then ) think that 
1 bave faith ? they that believe, have 


their hearts filled with joy unſpeakable 


and glorious 5 the word ſaith as much. 
But I am a ſtranger to this joy; hom 
then can 1 think that 1 have any work 
of faith wrought in me ? 

I anſwer: This doth not hinder, 
either that thou haſt nor faith, or that 
thou mayſt not come to God by be- 

lieving. Onely remember theſe three 
particulars. 

Firſt, thou muſt not think to have 
this joy and refreſhing before thou 
goeſt to the promiſe 3 thou muſt look 
for ir when thou haſt chewed and fed 
3 x upon 


upon ir : or wouldeſt thou have the 


Armen unto Chriſt. 
Lord give thee the whole bargain at 
once , and before match be 
made? This joy is a fruit that proceeds 


from faith, after mach wreſtling 3 and 


doth not preſently flow from faith, 


nor lo ſoon as ever a Chriſtian begins 


to believe, but after a time, and then 


the heart is joyous; but never filled 


with joy before believing. After- 
wards, and when a man hath had the 
ſweer dew of the promiſes dropping 
upon him; bur many a day after, ler 
him look for this joy. 


Secondly, know that theſe joys, : 


and this ſenſe and feeling may be ab- 
ſent from faich. For a man may have 
a good faith, and yet want the reliſh 


and ſweerneſs which he longs after. 


One may want what he defires and 


yet want neither life nor heat. A 


tree may wantleaves and fruit, and 
yer want neither ſap nor moiſture : 
and a mans faith may be ſomewhat 
ſtrong, when his feeling is nothing ar 


all. David was juſtified and ſancti- 


fied, and yet wanted this joy. And 
Job truſted upon God when he had 
but little feeling; as when he faith, 
Thou makeſt me a But to ſhaot at; yet I 
will truſt in thee though thou kill me. 


Therefore build not your comfort 


n ſenſe and feeling, which is to 
8 Ba. eld 
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Conference, to ſee if he can hear of 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 
build upon the ſand ;; but go to the 
promiſe, as to the rock for ir. 

But hom comes this deſire after 
Chriſt. 

I anſwer 3 There is no more but 

two affections in the ſoul, God infi- 


Nicely wiſe having ſo framed it; and 
theſe two are Hope and Deſire. The 


Underftanding ſays, Such à thing is 
profitable and comfortable if 1 had 


it; then Hope is ſent out to wait for 


that goodneſs : and if ir comes not, 
then Deſire is ſent out to meet that 
goodneſs : Hope ſtands and waits for 
it; bur Defire wanders up and down 
ſeeking and inquiring after a Lord 
Jeſus, and goes from coaſt to coaſt, 
from Eaſt to Weſt ; Oh chat I could, 
O that I might, and when ſhall 1? and 
how may I come to the ſpeech of a 
Lord Chriſt ? As it was with the 
Spouſe in Cantic. when her Beloved 
was gone, ſhe wandred up and down 
ſeeking of him, and inquiring of the 
Watchmen, if they did not ſee Him 
her ſoul loved 5 ſo wanders from this 


thing to that thing, from this place to 


that place, and never ceaſeth to ſee if 
ſhe can gain notice of Chriſt. It goes 
to Prayer, to ſee if that will intreat a 
Chriſt it goes to the Word, to ſee if 
that will reveal a Chriſt; ir goes to 


Chriſt 


— — 
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dran unte Ohriſt. 
Chriſt there; then it comes to the 
Congregation, and to the Sacrament, 
to ſee if it can hear of any news of a 
Lord Chriſt, and of mercy. 

The ſoul thus continues wandrin 
and ſeeking, till at laſt the Lord Chii 
comes in tothe ſoul, when the foul 
hath thus hungred and longed for 
him. At length the Lord Chriſt is 
pleaſed to ſhew himſelf in view; Be- 
bold, thy King cometh; ſo the Lord 
ſays, Behold, the Lamb of God that takes 
away thy fins. O thou poor broken- 
hearted ſinner, here is thy Saviour; he 
is come down from heaven to ſpeak 
peace to thy ſoul in the pardon of thy 
fins. Thou that hungreſt for a Chriſt, 
here he is, to ſatisfic thee : Thou that 
thirſted after Chriſt, here he is, to 
refreſh thee : Thou that haſt long 
ſought him, he ſaith, Here I am, and 
all my merirs are thine. - p 

Now when the Lord Jeſus is plea- 
ſed to preſent himſelf to the ſoul, 
now Defire hath. mer with the Lord. 

It is in this caſe with a ſinner, as it 
is with a Traytor, who is purſued, and 
takes a ſtrong Hold, and is there be · 
fieged : And now he ſeeth no hope 
of fayour, nor no hope of eſcape, 
therefore he is content to ſubmit, and 
lay his head on the block, that he 
may receive puniſhment for his of- 

B 3 | fence: 


"28 


* 


offences: now coming to execution, 
he hears an inkling from the Meſ- 


ſenger, there is yet hope he may be 


pardoned. The pocr Traytor in the 
priſon with that is ſtirred up to hope. 
Nay, then he hears by another Meſ- 


ſenger from the King himſelf, If he 


will come to the Courr, and ſeek unto 
his Majeſty, and importune his Grace 
for mercy and favour, its like he ſhall 
be pardoned. Then he makes haſte, 

d deſi e cart ies him to the Court, 
to ſue for favour from the King. So 
that now he will be liſtening and in- 
quiring of every one there, Did you 
hear the King ſpeak nothing of me? 
How ſtands the Kings minde towards 
me? Pray how goes my caſe ? Then 
ſome tells him, The truth is, the 
King hears you are humbled , and 
thar you are ſorry for what you have 
done: at laſt the King looks out of 
the window, and ſees the malefactor, 
and ſays, Is this the Traytor? One 
ſays, Yes, if it pleaſe your Highneſs, 
this is the man that is humble and 
pleads for mercy, and deſires nothing 
ſo much as fayour. Hereupon, The 
King being fall of mercy tells him, 
The truth is, his Pardon is a drawiug, 


and coming towards him, With that, 


his heart leaps in his belly, and his 
heart is enlarged towards his u, 
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dran unte Chriſt. - 

and he ſays, God bleſs your Majeſty ; 
never was there ſuch a favourable 
Prince to ſo poor a Trayror. His heart 
leaps for joy, becauſe his Pardon is 
coming towards him. Haply, it is not 
ſcaled yet: Now when it is ſealed, 
and all done, the King calls him in, 
and delivers it. 

So ir is with a poor ſinner, he is the 
malefactor. You that have commit- 
ted high Treaſon, you think not of it: 
bur rake heed, God will purſue you 
one day. Haply, God lets you alone 
for the preſent 3 but he will ſurpriſe 
you on a ſudden, and Conſcience will 
pluck thee by the throat, and carry 
thee down to hell. And now the 
Lord purſues him with a heavy ſtroke 
and indignation, and lets fly at his 
face, and ers Conſcience a work as a 
Purſuivant, & that ſays, Theſe are thy 
ſins, and to hell thou muſt go; God 
— ſent me to execute thy ſoul. 
No the poor ſoul ſees he can no way 
eſcape from the Lord, and to pur- 
chaſe any favour he ſees it impoſſible; 
therefore he is reſolved to lie down 


at Gods feet, and hope. Now Hope 


is a faculty of the ſoul ro look out for 
mercy ; as a man that is in expecta- 
tion of the coming of his friend,goeth 
to the top of a hill, looks round about 
him, to ſee if he can underſtand any 
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thing of his friend : ſo the ſoul hopes 
and waits, and ſtretcheth it ſelf out for 


mercy. When will it be, Lord? 
When will this Pardon come? The 


ſoul gets up, and ſtands, as it were, 2 
tiproe 3 Oh when will it come, Lord? 
How does God ſtir up the heart to 
hope ? Its worth the while to con- 
ſider how this is maintained. 
Firſt, the Lord ſweetly ſtays. the 
hearr, and perſwades it that his fins 
are pardonable, and that the good he 
wants may be ſupplyed; this is a great 
ſupport to the ſoul. Hope is always 


of a good to come. Now when a 
poor ſinner ſees his fins, the number 


of them, the nature of them, the vile - 
neſs of them, the curſedneſs of his 
ſoul, that he can take no reſt; he ſees 
no reſt in the creature, nor in himſelf; 


though he pray all day, yet he cannot 


get the pardon of one fin. The ſoul 
is out of any expectation of pardon, 
or power of mercy in any thing he 
hath or doth : though all means, all 
helps; though all men and Angels 
ſhould joyn together, yet they cannor 
pardon one ſin of his. Now the Lord 


lifts up his voice, and fays from hea- 


ven, Thy fins are pardonable. O the 
infigiteneſs of Gods power / though 
the guilt of ſin is powerfull to con- 
dem the foul. But when the infi- 
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: drawn unto Chriſt. 


nite power of the Lord is conſidered, 
as able to over-power all his fins, this 
lifreth up the heart in ſome expecta- 
tion that the Lord will ſhew mercy to 
a man, though ir is a hard thing to 
hope, when the ſoul is thus troubled: 
(Can this heart be broken? Can theſe 
fins be pardoned? Can this ſoul be 
ſaved.) Now comes in the power 
of God. God can pardon them. Ne- 
ver meaſure the power of God by 
that ſhallow conceit of thine. All 
things are poſſible to God, though not 
to men. And as it is ſaid of Abra- 
ham, He hoped above hope: he locked 
to the Lord that was able to do what 
he had promiſed: he confidered nor 
that he had a dead body, bur that he 
had a living God to hope on. Juſtice 
cannot be ſo ſevere to revenge thee, 
as mercy is gracious to do good unto 
thee. If thy fins be never ſo mavy; 
Gods juſtice never ſo great 3 yer Mer- 
cy is above all thy fins, above all thy 
e This may ſupport thy 
oul. 

So there you have the firſt ground 
to ſtir up Hope; Thy ſins ate par- 
donable. There is more power in 
God to ſhew- mercy to thee, than 
power in fin to deſtroy thee. Ihe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt came to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt 3 it was 

B. 5 the 
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| the ſcope ofhis coming. Now faith 
the broken and humble finner, Iam -* 
loſt. - Did Chriſt come to ſave fin- 
ners? then Chriſt muſt fail of his end, 
or I of my comfort. God ſays, Come 
to me, all that are weary and heavy la- 
11 den. I am weary : unleſs the Lord in- 
| tended good to me, Why did he in- 
vite me, and bid me come? Surely 
| he means to ſhew mercy to me. | 
ö O take heed of Deſpair. Queſtion 
j thy eſtate thou mayeſt, thou muſt; 
| but to caſt away all hope, is very hai- 
"1 nous in the eyes of the Lord. Caſt a- 
| way all carnal confidence thou muſt, 
[ and yet thou muſt hope. Let 1/rael 
t: bope in the Lord; for in the Lord, &c. 
} | The Lord takes this very ill at our 
hands. Thou goeſt to the deep dun- 
1 geon of thy corruption, and there 
'$ thou ſayeſt, theſe fins can never be 
| rdoned : I am ſtill proud, and more 
| bborna : This diſtreſs God ſeeth 
| not, God ſuccoureth nor, his hand 
cannot reach, his mercy cannot ſave. 
| Now mark what the Prophet faith 
to ſuch a perplexed ſoul, Iſai 40. 27. 
Why ſaxeft thou Thy way is hid from 
the Lord ? The Lord faith, Why ſayeſt 
. thon ſo? The young man ſhall faint 
and be weary ; but they that wait on 
#he Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength. Is 
any thing too hard for the Lord? You 
wrong 


draws unto Chriſt. 
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wrong God exceedingly : you think 


its matter of humility, to count your 
ſelves ſo vile. Can God pardon ſuch 
a wretches fin as mine? Mark that 
place of the Pſalmiſt; they ſpake a- 
gainſt the Lord, can the Cord prepare 
a table in the wilderneſs ? They ſpake 
not againſt themſelves,bur againſt the 
Lord. So we ſpeak againſt God, and 
charge God himſelf. It is true, ſays 
the ſoul, Mazafſeh was pardoned, Paul 
was converted, Gods Saints have been 
received to mercy : Bur can my fin 
be pardoned ? Can my ſoul be quick- 
ned? No, no, my ſins are greater than 
can be pardoned, ſaith the deſpairing 
ſoul. Conſider how injurious this is 
to God, to make the power of ſin 
greater to condemn thee, than the 
power of God to ſave thee: to make 
the power of Satan ſtronger to ruinate 
thee, than the power of God to relieve 
thee and ſuccour thee. And what can 
you ſay more? & what can you do more 
; againſt the Lord ? Is nor this to make 
God an underlivg to Satan, and to 
ſin? This is juſt ro ſay, The Almigh- 
tineſs of God is weaker than the 
weakneſs of fin; The ſufficiency of 
God is weaker than the malice of Sa- 
tan. It is ſo; poor humble ſinners 
many times will make bitter com- 
plaints this way, and they think they 
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ſpeak againſt themſelves. No, no, they 


ſpeak againſt the Lord. The y ſpake 


againſt the Lord, when they ſaid, can 
the Lord prepare a table in the uulder- 
neſs ? So you ſpeak in this deſperate 
manner ; Why, truth, Lord , this 
proud heart will never be humbled: 
if any thing would have wrought, it 
would have been done ere this day- 
How many Sermons, how many Mer- 
cies, how many Judgments , how 
many Prayers ? and yet this proud 
heart, this ſtubborn heart, will not be 
reformed. You think you ſpeak a- 
gainſt your ſelves now: No, no, you 
ſpeak againſt-the Lord. And know, 
this is one of the greateſt fins thou 
commitreſt, to ſay thy ſins cannot be 
forgiven. 

Secondly, as this ſin is injurions to 
God, ſo its dangerous to thy own 
foul : It is that which takes up the 
bridg, and cuts off all paſſages 3 and 
there can no Spiritual comfort nor 
conſolation come into the ſoul of a 
poor ſinner, Luke 3. 15. Every ditch 
muſt be filled, and then all fleſh ſhall ſee 
the ſalvation of the Lord. What are 
theſe ditches ? Why,nothing elſe bur 
thoſe deep gulfs and ditches of de- 


ſpair: and unleſs theſe be filled, no 


man can ſee the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
The truth is, this deſpair of the ſoul, 
is 
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ts that which cuts the ſine ws of mans 
comfort, and takes off the power and 
edg of all the means of grace; it 
daunts all a mans endeavours; nay, it 
plucks up endeavours by the very 
roots: for that which a man deſpairs 
of, he will never labour after. Its 
here, as with a man in the pangs of 
death; unto ſuch a man, all things 
are unavailable for his good; his bed 
will not eaſe him, meat will not re- 
freſh him,chafing will not revive him; 
at laſt we ſay, He is gone, he is a dead 
man 3 friends leave him, Phyſitians 
leave him: 1 hey may go and pray for 
him, and mourn for him, but they 
cannot recover him. So this deſpair 
of ſoul makes a man caſt off all hope, 
and lie down ina forlorn condition, 
expecting no good ro come. Alas, 
faith the poor ſoul, what ſkilleth ir for 
a man to pray? what profiteth ir a 
man to reade ? what benefit in all the 
means of grace? The truth of it is, 
the ſtone is rolled upon me, and my 
condemnation is ſealed for ever, and 
therefore I will never look after 
Chriſt, grace, and ſalvation any more. 
Let him come to hear the Word, and 
mark how he caſts off the benefit of 
it. It was marvellous ſeaſonable and 
profitable: it was the good Word of 
God unto ſuch as have ſhare _ : 
7 WR 


36: * The pdor doubting chriſtian. 
why then may not you expect benefſe 
there-from ? No, faith the ſou}, the 
time of grace is paſt, the day is gone. 
If Miniſters would pray for him, and 
good people pray for him, he bids 
them ſave their labour; for hell is his 
portion , ard his condemnation is 
ſealed in heaven. See now and con- 
fider, what deſperate danger Deſpair 
brings to a poor heart, and carries 
him beyond the reach of metcy. 
That's a ſweet paſſage of Davids, 
Pfal. 77.7. Will the Lord caſt me off 
for cuer?I ſaid this is my infirmitj, ſaitf 
the Text. The word in the Original, 
This # my ſichneſs : as who ſhould 
ſay, This would be my death: What, 
is mercy gone for ever? then my life 
is gone, then is all my comfort gone, 
my hope gone; Therefore take heed 
of this, it takes cff che edge of all our 
endeavours, ard Gods Ordinances 
that might do us good. 
- Secondly, this marvellouſly con- 
demns thart-grear ſin of Preſumprionz 
a fin more frequent, and, if it be poſs 
ſible, more dangerous. The preſump- 
tion of carnal hypocrites that bolſter 
themſelves up with marvellous bold- 
neſs in their courſe. It is true here, 
and I beſeech you obſerve it, as they 
ſaid, Saul bath ſlain his thouſands, and 
David bis ten thouſands ; Deſpair — 
| in 
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draws unto chriſt. | 
flain his thouſands, but preſumption 
his ten thouſands. That men ma 
ſwear, and lye, and cozen, and brea 
all Commands, and yet hope to be 


* ſaved. They hope Grace will fave 


them, and yer refiſt Grace. They 
hope Jeſus Chriſt will ſave them, and 
Jet oppoſe Chriſt. This is that which 

ath ſlain many thouſands among us 3 
and they are few that have not ſplit 
upon this rock. And therefore I ſay, 
This ſerves to reprove the baſeneſs of 
ſuch hypocrites that boaſt them- 
ſelves, and compare their hopes with 
the hopes of the Saints. It is true, 
ſay they, I cannot walk ſo freely, I 
cannot repeat a Sermon, I have not 
thoſe parts that they have; yet I 
hope to be ſaved as well as they. 


57 


This is that which hath ſlain ſo many 


thouſands of ſouls that are now roar- 
mg in hell; and they may thank pre- 
ſumption for it. | 

Now this Hope is not the hope of 
the Saints. The hope of the Saints 
is a grounded hope : but theſe hopes 


havg upon ſome idle pleas,and fooliſh 


pretences, and ſome carnal reaſons : 
But I tell you they will fail, and ſin k 
into the bottemleſs pit ere they are 
aware. It is the command and coun- 
ſel of Peter, That Every man ſbould be 
ready to give an account of bis _ 
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and hope that is in him. Look to the 
reaſons that carry you, and to the ar- 
guments that perſwade you, ſee they 
be not groundleſs and fooliſh hopes. 
You hope to be ſaved, & you hope to 


go to heaven, and you hope to ſee the 


face ofGod with comfort. Lookabour, 
I ſay; good hope hath good reaſons, 
grounded hope, grounded reaſons. 
- Thirdly, the Saints of God many 
times are deprived of. comfort ; nor 
becauſe God with-holds it, but be- 
cauſe they put it from themſelves,and 
will not have it, though he offer it; as 
David; My foul refuſed comfort: he 


| Pſalms was as a ſullen childe that will not eat 


his milk, becauſe he cannot have it in 
the golden diſh. So ſometimes, and 


becauſe God doth not for us what we 


would, we will have nothing at all. 


Theſe are the main hinderances; and 


I might add many more: for carnal 

reaſon is very fruitfull this way, and 

we through our own folly, and the 
devils craft, are apt to abuſe things, 
and to make them hinderances in our 
way. to happinefs eternal. I come 
now to the cures of all theſe impedi- 
ments, where, if we had the wiſdom 
and care we ſhould have, we might 
break through. them all ro Chriſt. 

The Means ( eſpecially ) are four, 
whereby we may be inwardly ſtreng- 
| | thened. 


thened againſt them all, and be at laſt 1 


dran u unto chrift. | 39 


able to overcome, and put them to 
foil for ever. 

The firſt Cure and Help is this 5 
We muſt not look too long, nor pore Helps 
too much or unwarrantably upon our t 
own cotruptions within, ſo far as to be co 
feared or diſheartened by them from chriſt, 
coming to the riches of Gods grace. | 
For this is a ſure and everlaſting truth, 

That whatſoever fight of ſin unfits a 

man for mercy, when he may take it, 

and it is offered, that fight of fin is 

ever ſinfull, though it have never ſo 

fair an outſide of ſorrow and deep hu» 

miliarton. Namely , as when we 

think, and ſay,( as often we do) Had 

I a foul fo thorowly humbled, and | 

bruiſed, and ſoftened, and ſo forth. | 

I could do well enough. And thus 

the devil keeps us in fin, by poring 

too long and much upon our fins 3 as True 

thinking thereby to get from chem. godly 

Bur ſuch a courſe is a ſinfull courſe. 0 

Tell not me of ſorrow, & repentance, what 1 

and humiliation ; all that ſorrow, and iris. 

humiliation and repentance , is | 

nought that keeps a man from recei- j 

ving mercy, when there is need, and 

it is offered. See this in Abraham : | 

he had this promiſe, that he ſhould 

have a ſon in his old age: And, He Rom. 

being not weak in faith, regarded nor — 4.19. 
| 0 
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The poor doubt ing cbriſtian 
old age or deadneſs, nor the barrenneſs 
of Sarah's womb, but believed in him 
who bad promiſed it. There hereſts, 
and there he ſtays. He ſaw his body 
was dead, yet there was a living pro- 
miſc: and what though Sarah's womb 
was barren, yet the promiſe was fruit 
full. He knew his own deadneſs and 
her barrenneſs; but he ſtood not long 
there. As Abraham therefore, ſo 
we may ſee our fins, and conſider our 
many weakneſſes ; but muſt not ſo 
ſettle upon them, or conſider of them, 
as to be hindered by them from com- 
ing to God for mercy, which he free - 
ly offers us, and we ſtand in need of : 

r, while the ſoul of a man is dayly 
plodding upon his owa miſery and 
diſtempered life, theſe two things 
follow. 

Fuſt , ſtop the ſtream of Gods 
promiſe, and let down the ſluce a- 
gainſt ir, ſo that the promiſe cannot 
enter into us. 

And ſecondly , we ſer open the 
ſteam and flood - gate of corruption, 
and make it to run moſt violently 
down, and to flood in upon us; and 
in the end to overwhelm us. Now 
the inconvenience ariſing hereby, is 
enough to ſlay the beſt Chriſtian in 


the world: for what can a man get 


out of his corruption? he can have 
ng 


can mo chr. - x 
ſs no more thereof than is to be had; 
us and it is in vain to look for comfort 
te where it is not to be had: all this and 
dy the leaſt of all this may diſhearten us, 
0 but will never encourage us, or put 
ib heart into us. See the hamility and 
Its wiſdom of the woman of Canaaz 3 ſhe 
id follows Chriſt 3 but he liſtens not to Matt. 
8 her, but gives her a fore foil, and 15˙27. 
ſo calls her dog; and ſalth, you Gen- | 
Ur tiles are dogs ; and the Goſpel of | 
o Grace and ſalvation is the Childrens | 
1 bread. Now if ſhe had onely con- 
2 ſidered the words of Chriſt, and onely 
- looked into her ſelf & her own baſe- | 
: neſs, ſhe had never come to have re» = 
* ee ived either mercy or comfort from 
1 him. But ſhe faith, Truth Lord, 1 
8 am a dog, yet the dogs cate of the crums _ 
that fal ſrom their Maſters table. This 
J was her ſure reſolution: wherein there 
> are two things which expreſs and ſer 
r forth the frame of a gracious heart 3 
a heart that is truly wiſe to attend to 
its own baſeneſs with faith; and that 
is her humility and wiſedom 3 as if 
ſhe had ſaid, Thou fayeſt I am a Gen- . 
tile, and a dog 3 I confeſs it; there's 
her humility. Yer though I am a 
Dog, I will not go out of doors, but 
lie under the table for mercy : there's 
her wiſdom. And thus ſhe, and ſo 
we muſt, and ſhould when our cor- 
ER on ruptions 
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The poor doubting Chriſtian 
ruptions ( as I ſaid) floud in upon us, 
and we ſee our ſelves quite loſt, and 
damned in our ſins, we muſt then ſay, 
In truth, Lord, I am as bad as thy 


word can make me, yet let me not 


flie from mercy, but lie at the feet of 
my Saviours mercy, till he look upon 
me, as once upon Peter, Luke 22. 61. 
It is fir, and we ought to ſee our 
ſins: but ſtay we muſt nor tos long 
there; ſee them we muſt, bur nor 
faſten on them, ſo as to ſhackle ns 
from coming to Chriſt. I have ſaid it, & 
will ſay ir, That that fight of fin 
which doth not drive a man to Chriſt 
for mercy, is ever ſinfull. Labour 
8 to ſee thy ſins, and that 
5 


| Firſt, See thy fins in the Royal 
Law, as in the right glaſs 3 a glaſs that 


will preſent them ſuch as they be; 


and look not off till thou haſt ſeen 


them ſo. ä 


Secondly, So ſee them, as that b 
ſuch a holy gaze at them, thou may! 
ſee an utter inſufficiency in thyſelf to 
ſatisfie for them. 2 

Thirdly, and fo ſee them, that thou 
mayſt by that fight behold an abſo- 
lute neceſſity of Chriſt to fuccour 
thee, and then away ſpeedily to him 
that can onely help thee, and dwell no 
longer on thy ſins, but go to the 
one 


drawn unto Chriſſ. 
throne of Grace, where is plentifull 
redemprion , whence iſſue out par- 
dons in abundance to remove that 
guilt that fin hath brought upon thy 
ſoul 3 and where is power enough to 
enable thee to be more than con- 
querour over thy corruption. Briefly, 
every ſoul ſhould ſay thus; It is true 
Lord, my fins are many and great, for 
I have departed from thee the foun- 
rain of bliſs ; but ſhall I go on, and 
ſo further from thee, and perſiſt in 
evil? God forbid. All this while I 
ſpeak to broken hearted Chriſtians. 
You profane ones, you have your 
portion already, and ſhall have more 
* of it in hell hereafter 3 therefore for 
a while ſtand you by,and let the chil- 
dren come to their bread.  _ 

The Lord looks to him that is of an Iſa 
humble and contrite heart, and that 66.2. 
trembles before him. A poor creature — 3 
cannot but obſerve every word of 
God, and tremble at every truth. 
Whoſe meditation is ſuch as this? 
Here is ſalvation indeed, but it is not 
mine; here is mercy, but I have no 
part in ſo great mercy 3 and thus he 
ſhakes at every apprehenſion of every 
word of God, concluding certainly 
that he ſhall never. enjoy any part of 
ir. But mark what the Text faith, 
The Lord looks at ſuch a > 

. that 
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that is, he caſts ſweet intimations of 


Iſai 
49.2. 


his goodneſs and love into him, and 
faith, Thou poor trembling ſinner, 
to thee be it ſpoken, I have an eye 
rowards thee in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
hy mow he mm ſaith; 5 

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
ſpeak comfortably to Feruſalen „ and 
cry unts her, that her warfare is accom- 
pliſhed, aud her iniquiry is pardmed 3 
tell Feruſalem ſhe is accepted, tell her 
what my minde is. 

And here he goes on, and faith to 
his Miniſter, Speak to the heart of 
ſuch an humbled Penitential, and tell 
him from ME E, nay tell him from 
Heaven, and tell him from the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and from under the hand 
of the Spirit, that his perſon is ac- 
cepted, and his ſins are all of them 
done away, and he himſelſ ſhined up- 
on in great mercy. 

Here Ephraim is the picture of a 


| ſoul truly humbled, in whoſe behavi- 


Jer, 


our we may ſee the behaviour of a 
true penirent toward God, and Gods 
dealing towards him. The Text faith, 


31-18, Surely I have heard Ephraim bemoaning 


T 7520. 


thirſty ) thor haſt chaſtiſed me, and I 


himſelf,(there's the heart broken and 


was chatiſed; turn thou to me, and 1 


ſhall be turned; thou art the Lord my 
God. Surely after that I was turned 


I 


— 


. , , eggs  . van 


- draynunto Chriſt. © 
1 repented, and after that I was in- 
ſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh, I was 
aſhamed, yea even confounded, becauſe 
I did bear the reproach of my youth. 
Thus the ſinner, as if he ſhould have 
faid, I am rhe wretch that have ſeen 
all the means of grace in abundant 
meaſure, and yet never profited under 
the hand of any. The Lord hath 
corrected me, but I would not be ta- 
med ; and he inſtructed me, bur I 
would not learn. Lord turn me, 
Thou art my God; 1 have nothing in 
my ſelf 3 Nay, now I ſee the evils 
which before I never perceived; and 


I obſerve the baſeneſs of my courſe, 


which before I conſidered not. Now 
I am aſhamed of my abule of grace 
fo plainly revealed: I am even now 
confounded with the ſenſe of thoſe 
abominations my ſoul did formerly 


take pleaſure in. This may be con- 


ceived to be the mourning of a poor 
much broken ſinner. And now mark 
Gods anſwer : Ephraim is my: ſon, he 
is a pleaſant childe : for fince I ſpake a- 
gainſt him, I dovarneſtly remember him 
ſtill, therefore my bowels are troubled 
for him, I will ſure have mercy upon 
him. As much as to ſay, L obſerved 
all choſe ſecret ſighs, I conſidered all 
thoſe tears, I heard all thoſe prayers, 


and take notice of all thoſe com- 


plaints, 


4 


2. Help Now, the ſecond means of cure is 
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plaints,and my bowels even yearn to- 
wards this poor dejected finner, an 
humble ſoul that ſeekes to me for 
mercy. The truth is; I will em- 


brace him with my loving kindneſs. 
This for the firſt means of help. 


this, Take heed of judging thy eſtate 
by carnal reaſon without the rule, 
which is commonly the faſhion and 
fault of poor diſtreſſed ſpirits, who 
paſs fearfull ſentence againſt them - 
lelves upon groundleſs arguments, 
and ſay, I never found it, I feel no 
ſuch thing, and I fear it is not ſo. But {th 
in this we hear but carnal pleas, Ith 
coming out of Satans forge, and by W. 
his help, from our ſelyes, yo our ja 

s by them. m 
But I ſay, Take heed of this wile of {tt 
Satans, and make conſcience of this A 


raſhly. as much as of any other fault, as much IS 


as of ſwearing, ſtealing, whoring, or * 
murder; for this is as truly a fin as FÞ 
thoſe, though not ſo great, yet a far II 


greater fin than you imagine. Con- || i 


fider this thou humble-hearted Chri- | tł 
ſtian, for to thee I ſpeak. Therefore | © 


' when upon theſe grounds thou con- ſe 


eludeſt that thy caſe and eſtate is | * 
naught ſee and con ſider againſt how || tl 


- manyCommandments thou offendeſt. d 


Firſt, Thou diſhonoreſt God, and the n 
work 


damm unte chriſt. 
work of his grace, by denying that 
which God hath done for thee; alſo 

nd ſpeakeſt unreverently againſt him: 


Sbeſides, thou art a murderer, for that 


ou woundeſt thine own ſoul. Fur- 
ther, Thou robbeſt thy felf of much 
comfort, and ſo art a thief; and thou 
beareſt falſe witneſs againſt thy ſelf, 
yea againſt Chriſt, and che Spirir of 
Chriſt, and che work of grace alread 
wrought in thee. Alſo, thou joyn 

ith the devil againſt the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Are theſe no ſins ? 

But thou wilt ſay, I ſpeak as I 
think: Yer that hinders not, but 
that thou beareſt falſe witneſs. As 
we ſee, if a man afficm ſuch a one is 
a drunkard, and knows it not, this 
man bears falſe witneſs , becauſe 
though the man be indeed adrunk- 
ard, yet is it more than he knows. 
So thou ſayeſt that thou haſt nothing, 
when thou doeſt but onely fear it, 
and ſuſpect it, and doeſt not feel it. 
I ſpeak this the rather, becauſe of the 
ſinfull diſtemper that creeps in upon 
the hearts 7 broken- hearted 
Chriſtians; and ſo as that out of 2 
ſelf-will'd road of carnal reaſon, and 
4 vile haunt that they have gotren, 
their hearts ace perſwaded that they 
do well to do fo, and that they can 
neyer be well, except they do ſo. 

a — 6 But 


37. Prays the Lord to turn away bis eyes f 


they attend not on lying vanities. 


48 The poor doubting Chriſtian = 
But they that are ſuch ( mark what 
I fay ) when reaſon is plain againſt 
them, and plain Scripture evidenceth 
the contrary, do not ſo much attend 
what the Miniſter ſaith, as they ſtand 
and invent how they may anſwer the FJ... 
Miniſter 3 and ( fo ) put away their 
own mercy. Therefore let the fear of 
God fall upon every poor ſoul that 
heareth this; and let him know, that 
howſoever he hath taken or given 
leave to himſelf, or taken up the 
waſters,by taking up pleas againſt the 
truth; yer now he 1s to change the 
courſe, to go aſide, and to mourn a- 
part for his miſprifion : alſo to won · Nel 
der that the Lord had not, all this | 
while, taken away all the comforts of P 
his grace, and all the motions of his Ne 
Spirit from him. The Prophet David If 


| 
ei 
re 


on 


Pſalm 


from beholding vanity. Now if God 
muſt do that; that is, turn away our 
eyes that they ſee not; much more 
muſt he turn away our hearts that 


We muſt attend God, and the vc 

of his Spirit; but to liſten to carna 
Pleas (which we have no warrant te 
do) is to fin deeply, and to hurt ou 
own foul both deeply and dangerouſ- 
y. No man would deal with a t 


er. — - 
. ä le 


| 
on 
er 
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ſ 
pe 


« drawn unto Chriſt. 

hat Wore we ſhould not heed jt, unleſs we 
inſt ould reſolve to be coZened. And 
ceth how if the danger of the fin cannot 
rend Fnake us to do this; let the ſorrow 
band That will come of it, conſtrain us. 
the The Prophet ſaith, Behold, all you that 
their Nindle 4 fire, and that compaſs your 
at ave kindled 3 this ſhall you have at 
chat N hand, ye ſhall lie down in ſorrow. 
iven Theſe are the Prophet's words, nay 
the God's by him. And now I will tel 
| che Nou what is meant by ſparkles, and 
A the | by fire. In the old Law ( as 
rn a- {ome of you know) there was hea- 
won - Fenly fire kept continually upon the 
| this {Altar of the Sanctuary, (which ſha- 
ts of owed out the will and wiſdom of 
f his od in his Word,) and there was 
,avidÞlo ſtrange fire, that is, divers ſparkles 
eyes of mens own imaginations and con- 
eit. Concerning this, every poor 
reature carties his Tinder-box - 
bout him, and is ever kindling of it. 
Bur ſuch a fire much provoked God 
Pnce, and ſo doth ſtill. So ſaith the 
ext; in which are two things. Firſt, 
hat the heart of man will natural 
Iuvent carnal reaſons and pleas again 
ſelf, and be ſettled upon them as 
upon the dregs of a veſſel that is at a 
bottom. Secondly, That the iſſue 
that followeth is fearfull: For it is 
C 3 laid, 


elves about with the ſparkles that ye *"® 


The poor doubt ing chriſtian 
ſaid, This ſhall ye have of mine hand, je 
ſhall lie down in your own ſorrow. 
Now then, when the Scriptures are 
clear, and reaſons upon it evident, 
yer you will have your own divices 
and ways; Thus much I muſt tell 

ou, Tow ſhall lie don n in ſorrow at 
lat, and you may thank your ſelves 
for it. Away then with your Tinder- 
boxes, abaſe your ſelves before the 
throne of grace, and be at laſt wiſe 
to ſalvation ſo nigh. 

Ho, every one that thirſteth, ( ſaith 
God by his Prophet) come, and buy 
without money, take of the well of the 
water of life, and live for ever freely. 
Many a poor Miniſter , while he 
preacheth the good Word of God, 
would fain leave his commodity be- 
hinde him, while he ſaich, Yow muſt 
have it, and you ſhall have it; iris 
your portion, and belongs of right 
unto you. Thus we are fain even to 
force Gods fayours upon you. Here - 
upon we beſeech you to believe, and 
we intreat you for the Lord Jeſus 
fake to receive mercy, and to humble 
your hearts. 5 

Thus ve deal with you in fatherly 
terms. But will you take ſo great and 
fo good a commodiry from us ? 

No, Beloved 3 many ſweet pro- 
miles, and many admirable precious 

: wins things 
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Atramm unto chriſt. 


de things of grace and ſalvation are te- 
ro. {| vealed, but men are negligent to take 
are for themſelves: in this caſe, our mar · 
ent, | kets ſtand upon our ſelves ; we paſs 
ices not to lay out any thing here to be- 
tell | nefir : ſome carnal plea or other mars 
wat {| all. This argues plainly the ſmall 
elves | eſtimation that we have of Chriſt. 
der- But the poor hungry finger, one that 
e the is apprehenſive of his own weakneſs 
wiſe | and ſcebleneſs, longs till the feaft-day 
cometh , that he may partake of 
faith | theſe and ſuch delicares- Oh how 
{ buy carefully doth he liſten, and how di- 
f the ligently doth he attend v hat the Mi- 
Freely. | niſter ſaith? And if the Word come 
e he | home to his conſcience, enlightning 
God, | his heart, and reproving him of his 
y be- ways : then he cries out; Oh, I am 
muſt F is great trouble; good Lord comfort 
; iris 4 me: Iam full of doubts; good Lord 
right reſolve me: I am ignorant in ſpiritual 
ento things; good Lord teach me: I have 
Here- 2 proud, ſtour, ſtubborn heart ; good 
, and Lord humble me. He was never bet- 
ſeſus ter than now. Therefore take this 
imble for a general rule; That a good heart 
15 never better at caſe than when the 
herly ¶ Word works moſt, and moſt bitingly. 
it and Contrarily, a wicked graceleſs perſon 


is never betrer than when the Word 
works leaſt or never a whit epon him. 
Bur when he thinks the Miniſter will 


C 3 come 


things 


3 Help And now for a third Help, let us be 


The pooy doubting chriſtian 
come cloſe to his ſore and ſoul, he 
will net be at home that day, he will 

be fire to be out of the Town, or not 
in place. He knows the Word would 
awaken him, and afft ight him, and he 
cannot bear the blow, therefore he 
keeps away, and ſhans the hearing of J . 
the Word, when it ſhould work to his 
reformation any way. 


maryellouſly wary and watchfull that 
we enter not into the liſts of any diſ- 
pute with Satan, upon points which 
are beyond the reach of man; as thus 
to ſay, I am not elected, therefore 
God will not look upon me to dome 
any good. Or, it is a vain thing for 
me to uſe the means of mercy, my 
time of mercy being out. Oh the 
days of grace that I have ſeen, when 
the Lord knocked ſweetly at my 
heart, and was pleaſed toreveal my 
fins unto me at ſuch a time: but then 
(hard hearted wretch that I was) I 
ſhur the door upon him, and now he 
is gone and paſt ; and now there is no 
hope for the viſit of grace, or that 
'Chriſt ſhould return again to ſhew me 
any mercy. If the devil can have 
thee here, all thy comfort is gone; for 
upon this ground a man ſhall never 
receive reſt to his ſoul, come what 
days will. And how can he ? —_ 

e 


amn unto Chriſt. 

he cannot judg of, or know comfort, 
how ſhall I the Miniſter be able to 
give, or he (the hearer ) to take it ? 
Aud here look as it is with a poor 
travelling man, one that falleth among 
theeves, who come and promiſe to 
carry him a nearer way, but bring him 


into a wood whither no paſſengers 


come, and there they do what they 
will unto him: ſo it is with a peor 
ſoul,whe the devil gets him into theſe 
unwarranted diſputes, as it were, latge 
wilderneſs of Gods eternal counſel, 
where are no paſſengers, and there- 
fore he cannot but be void of helps 
and ſuccontr; and fo, as that Satan 
may now exerciſe his full pleaſure, 
and whole malice, by terrifying his 
e ſoul. To avoid which 
aits, obſerye theſe three Rules. 


Firſt, let the foul in this caſe bear 1. 


upon the Almightineſs of the power 


of God, who ſaid to Abraham, 1 am Gen. 


God All- ſuffi 
perſwaded of all the All-ſufficiency of 
God, that aſſurance cannot but ſtay 
thee ( ſhpping ) from falling. And 
here remember that God can do more 


. than thou canſt think. He is able, 


and doth thee good, though thou 
know it not. And further, conſider 
that the ſoul cannot doubt of Gods 
will, but 'with that very doubt makes 

C 4 ſome 


cient. For if thou be 77 


The po doubting chriſtian 
ſome queſtion of his power. This 
ſor the firſt Rule. 

For the ſecond, and ſecondly, it 
dids check to thine own heart for 
medling with Gods ſecrets, and for 
prying ſo into his cloſer of hidden 
counſels. For no man ſhould go 
beyond his bounds 5 and it apper- 
rains not no thee to look into this 
Deut. Ark of matters ſealed up. Secret 
gig. belong to God, but revealed 
things belong to us. And who bath 
known the mande of God ? ſaith Paul. 

1 Cor. Mark this, you that will be climbing 
1-2,16 up the ladder of Gods eternal Pre- 
deſtination, and going op into the 
{kies ro know what Gods ſecret minde 

is. Keep your ſtations wiſely 3 for 

- neither the devil, nor all the devils ia 

hell, ever knew the minde of the Lord. 

' When Juuab cryed againſt Nineveh, 
- aying, Within fourty days all you; 
that is, all you drunkæads, ard adul- 
terers, and murderers, and others, 
ſhall be deſtroyed : Mark here how 

the King reſolves 3 his words are, #bo 

can tell if the Cord will repent, and ſtay 

4.1. 2 fierce wrath that we periſh not ? 
9 Therefore when the devil tells thee 
thus much, and ſaich, God hath ap- 
inted a way 10 ſalvation, and you 

2 had the means, and did not pro- 

fir by them, therefore God will _ 
| * 
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drawn unto chriſt. 
ſhew you mercy, nor give you grace. 
Thus the devil. | But how can he tell 
that? Surely, all the devils in Hell 
cannot tell it ; ſay with thy ſelf, Let 
me walk in that courſe which God 
hath appointed and commanded, and 
do that which I oughe 3 then I may 
ſay, and with comfort. ſay its Who 
knows but God may break the heart 
of a proud, rebellious, contrary ing ſin- 
ner, ſuch as mine is, and ſuch as I am ? 
None verily but God knows whether 
er no. The third and laſt Rule fol- 
lows. | | 
Thirdly, therefore meaſure not the 3. 
riches of Gods love, and the ſweet- 
neſs of his ſaving grace according to 
Your own conceits; nor do you think 
that beeanſe you cannot conceive it, 
therefore God will not do ir, for 
Iſaiab faith, Let the wicked forſake 
his way, aud the unrighteous man his IGaiah 
thoughts; that is, All you wicked 
ones, and you that have lived lewdly, 
return from your wicked ways, and 
vain thoughts; and he will abun» 
dantly ſhew mercy. | 
_ But will the Lord pardon all my fons, obi. 
ſaith the donbring ſoul? I cannot think 
it: F 1 my. ſeif were a god, I ſhould 
never paſs by ſuch intolerable things ac 
bave been done by me. 15 02 

But Lanſwer.: Becauſe you cannot, An. 

C3 you 
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$5 pe poor doubting chriſti a 


= think God cannot or will not: 
es, ſaith the Lord, I can abundantly 
pardon: for my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor my ways as your ways. 
A poor creature thinks his fins are 
unpardonable, and that he ſhall ne- 
ver ger aſſurance of Gods favour, or 
hope of his love. But You are mes, 
ſeith the Lord, and have finite 
thoughts; bur I am a God, and in 
mercies infinite, when you think I 
will haye no mercy. 
But were ever any. ſuch received 
to mercy as I , faith the drooping 
_ foul ? and therefore why ſhould I be 
the onely man? 


©4nſ, To this 1 ſay : when Chriſt had 


_— many ſtrange miracles, the 
people ſaid, there were never any 
ſuch things done in Iſrael. And there- 


fore it is plain not to be doubred, 
. - that God can do things that never 


g like were done: He doth great things 
paſt finding out, and wonderous with- 
out number, ſaith Job : and therefore 
judg not either Gods power or love 

thy ſcantling. . — 

The beſt Chriſtians are moſt ſuſpi 
tious of themſelves, and none fuller 
of doubts and fears, than thoſe that 
have leaſt cauſe-to fear or doubt that 
their eſtates are broken and bad. 


"Therefore Satan makes it his chief 
work 


drawn unto chriſt. 
work to grieve and terrific ſuch, Be- 
ſides, their own diſtruſtſull hearts are 


always ready to joyn iſſue with his 


falſe reports againſt them 3 raiſin 
falſe ſurmiſes againſt themſelves, a 
putting mercy from them; as if they 
were hired by the devil to take his 
part in pleading againſt their own 
ſure ſalyation. Therefore it is worth 
the time to hear what David faith, 


Pſal. 42. The Lord ſhall command his pſala 
loving kindneſs in the morning. It isa 42. 8. 


phrafe taken from Princes and great 
men, whoſe words are a Law of Com- 
mand. For ſo God will fend forth, as 
by a commandment, his loving kind- 
neſs to a truly humble Chriſtian. As 
if it ſhould be faid : Go, love an ever- 
laſting mercy, take thy Commiſſion, 
and I charge thee go to that peor 


it ſtand whether he will or no. Thus 
the Lord charges his loving kindneſs 


to do good to poor ſinners, and by: 
his own Almightineſs bears up the 


ſoul, when it is ready to fink under 


the — burden of its many 
1 


tranſgreſſions. 


But what? ſhall I have mercy? 0j. 


No, no, (ſaith the doubting heart.) 


broken · h: arted ſinner, go to that 
poor, hungry and thirſty ſoul: go 
and proſper and prevail and ſtamp 
my love upon his heart, and there let 


The poor doubting Chriſtian. 
Will the Lord Jeſus accept me? No 
ſurely. Could: I pray ſo, and fo, and 
had I theſe and theſe parts, and could 
I perform daties after this and this 
manner, then there were ſome hope, 
but all is contrary, and therefore wo 
and alas, there is no mercy for me. 

But to anſwer this alſo, Let me tell 
thee, who ever thou art, that God in- 
vites thee in particular, as by name, 


and that all the ſweerneſfs in Chriſt, 


and in his precious promiſes apper- 
tains to thy poor ſoul, and thou haſt 
as great an intereſt in them, as any 
ſervant of God in the world whatſo- 
ever. 

No, no, faith the trembling ſoul, I 
eannot believe that ſuch a wretch as 
I, ſhall, or can go to heaven. It can- 
not be. Heaven ſhall rather fall, than 
I come there. Thus the diſcouraged 
finner knocks off mercy, and ſhuts 
the door againſthimſelf. 

And now, when all carnal reaſon- 
mgs, and high ſoaring imaginations 
Cas Pau calls them) have raiſed up 
ſtrong Holds againſt mercy and com- 
ſort; when the Word cannot for the 
preſent ſettle peace in the unquiet 
foul; God is made at laſt to command 
his loving kindneſs, and ſend it with a 
Commiſſion from heaven; and to ſay 
unto it; I charge you break wy the 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 
doors upon ſuch a reluctant ſinner, 
rend off that veil of ignorance that is 


before his eyes; filence all his doubts 


and fears: and when this is done, I 
charge you go home to that broken 
ſoul, and to chear and refreſh it with 
the ſenſe of my ſweet favour; and 
with the aſſurance of my love to 
fill it. 


While we were enemies, faith the Rom 


$9 


Apoſtle, Chriſt dycd for us. And here 5:8. 


the Lord ſends from heaven to a poor 
miſerable creature, and faith, Com- 
mend my love, commend my mercy 
to ſuch a diſtreſſed foul, and tell ir, 
Though ir hath been an enemy to 
me, yet I ama friend to it. Tell it, 
Though it hath been a Traytor to 
me, I have been a good King to it. 


And tell it, that though it hath been 


a rebell to me, I have yer been a lo- 
ving God to it. Tell the man ( whoſe 
heart that is) that his ſins are pardon- 
ed, his perſon accepted, and that his 
ſoul ſhall be ſayed. Tell him his fighs 
and groans are not loſt, and that his 
prayers are heard in Heaven. Let him 
know that the Lord Jefus dyed for 
ſinners when they were ſinners. Make 
all this good to his Soul, I charge you, 
before you come back. So much 
for the third help. 


The fourth Cure is this. And it is 


H 
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The poor doubting C hri ſtia 

ſpecially to be obſerved by a Chriſti- 
an above all, in his proceedings with 
himſelf in Bar of Judgment; and that 
is : Paſs no haſty ſentence againſt thy 
ſe ll, but according to the evidence of 
the Word. If thou art to be appro- 
ved, let the Word of God do it: and 
let the ſame word examine thee, if 
thou comeſt to be examined. If this 
Word ſpeak for thee, no matter, 
though all men and Angels ſpeak a- 
gainſt thee : and if it comdemn thee, 
no matter who ſpeaks fur thee : By it, 
thou riſeſt or falleſt to thine own 
Maſter. What though ſome wrang- 
ling fellow ſtep in, and will be de- 
rermining cauſes before the Judg 
comes : ſhall his word ſtand ? No: 
therefore a wiſe man will ſtay till the 
Judg himſelf do come, and wait upon 
the judgment of his mouth. Deal 
thou no otherwiſe with thine own 
ſoul: put nor the caſe to be tried by 
a company of peevifh carnal reaſons, 
but ſtay till the Word ( which is the 
Judg) come; and judg thy ſelf by 
that, and hold to that for thy life, and 
the life of thy ſoul. The light is that 
which manifeſteth all things, faith the 
Apoſtle. His meaning is: The light 
of the Word, and the evidence of 
Gods truth, manifeſted to the ſouls 


of Gods people; Theſe properly = 
; | | E 


drawn unto (rift. 
the Judg : the other are but wrang- 
ling caſes, not to be admitted. And 
here ſenſe and feeling, grounded up- 
on carnal matter, are like foggs and 
miſts which-make a man in caſe thar 
he cannot ſee his way; bur upon 
clearing up, his ſtate and condition is 
open before him; and then ir is ma- 
nifeſt what it is. Learn of me ( ſaith 
our Saviour ) and you — finde reſt to — 
your ſouls, And the Pfalmiſt ſaith, ! 
will inquire what the Lord will ſay, So 
ſay thou 3 I will not hearken what 
carnal reaſon will ſay 3 I will hear 
what God ſaith. The want of this, is 
canſe why we have ſo many diſtracti- 
ons and diſquiers,and why we are ſtill 
in our doubtings 3 even becauſe he 
that teacheth, and can perſwade with 
us, is a deludcr- 

And hereof it is, thar the poor ſoul 
faith; What? ſhall I have an intereſt 

2 Chriſt ? ſhall I have title ro the pro- 

miſes? Nay, this belongs to thoſe 
—— 4 broken 1 — Indeed if 

ad fuch power againſt corruption, 
ſuch heavenly-mindednefs, and this 
and that precious grace, there were 
ſome hope; but I am- ſo full of weak- ' 
neſs, and many times led captive by 
ſuch a rebellious h _ it is too 
apperant I never ha ng grace? 
nay, I fear I never ſhall have ir truly 


wrought in my ſoul. | This 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 

This you ſay, poor foul : But who 
told youſo ? and where learned you 
that Religion? I am ſure you never Rule 
learned it of Chriſt. For who, or tl 
what word tells you, If 1 have ſuch a a 
load of corruptions, I ſhal never have 
grace? not the word of Chriſt, lam 7 
ſureʒwhere fore L charge you hold the ¶ yſe 
truth of the Word; Learn of me,faich i tho 
Chriſt,& put not your cauſe to be de- ¶ ih 
cided by carnal Rc aſon, neither regard mi 
what it telleth you: for if you take by 
that way, and turn not back, you can 
never come to Chriſt: no way to him 
that way. Learn of the Lord Chriſt, 
( for his Word is faithfull, and his 
Promiſe ſure, ) and there you ſhall 
finde a Tower of reſt as ſtrong as 
Mount Sion. It is that Word where- 
by we ſhall be judged at the laſt great 
day, when ſenſe and feeling ſhall be 
call over the bar for deceiyers, and 
never come into Court again. And 
thus much ofthe four Cures : it reſts 
that I now propound four Rules, by 
which a man may. know how to order 
himſelf, and ſo to walk, that he may 
keep a ſtrait courſe by the Word, and 
not turn aſide to one hand or other 
from that guide of his way. And thus 
walking, he may get into his hand 
the evidences that can aſſure him of a, 
reſt perpetual, and eſtabliſh om 
> of 1 . 
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Rules to direct aChriftian bow to uſe 
aſſurance with peace. 


The firſt of theſe Rules teacheth to 1 Kyle 


uſe the Word of God aright : for as 
thou muſt in all things that concern 
thy ſoul repair to the Word; ſo thon 
muſt. confider thine own uprightneſs 
by ir, and ſee hat work is in thy ſonl 
that is able ro anſwer the Word, and 
to teſtiſie har the work of grace is 
there. And here be ſure to take thy 
ſoul at the beſt 3 do nor always pore 
upon the worſt that is in ir, nor upon 
thy failings, nor that that can onely 
accuſe thee; bur if there be any thing 


| ry . 


| wich perfeR peace. For they work 
none iniquiry, that walk in this way. 


there that may juſtly ſpeak ſor thee, 


negle& not that. It is an injuſtice 
for any Court ro hear one fide and 
not another. The Scripture is a Text 
of Juſtice, and the Lord dorh nor lie 
at catch with his children, bur takes 
them ar the beft : as Nom. 4. 22. itis 


therefore faid that Abrabam bilieved - 


the promiſe, and it was imputed to him 
for righteouſneſs. Indeed, as in the 
12. of Gen. he had ſome doubtings; 


but God took him at the beſt: and 18. 12 


ſpeaks this of his Faith. So Sarah is 
ſpoken 


ok 


The poor doubting Chriſt: an 

ſpoken of, as of a gracious woman 
and of a patern for women, by cal 
ling her huſband Lord; which was a 
 fign of reverence to her Huſband, and 
an humble heart to the Lord: and yet 
we reade that ſhe derided the meſſage 
of the Lord by the Angel: the Lord 
buries that, and one ly ſpeaks of that 
which was to her commendation: and 
ſo took het at her beſt too. Now as 
the Lord delt with theſe, ſo ſhould we 
with our ſelves : whatſoever is feund 
fincere and upright in us, that ſhould 
we obſerve, as well as thar which is 
nor ſo ; nay, that rather and before 
the other, If a man ſhould have his 
cauſe handled in any Court of Juſtice 
after this faſhion ; namely that( there) in 
ſhould onely be obſerved what is fail- 
ing in the cauſe, and never that that n 
makes for it; the beſt cauſe that is h 
might go to ground: therefore the j1 
Court will hear all read: as every f 
Bond or Bill that ſhall come in ; and t 
every matter of agreement; briefly, M 1 
every thing : the cry will be, Let all t 
| 

| 


be read. Again, ſuppoſe a man have 
a Bond or other Inſtrument in Court, 
and that the Lawyer onely doth open 
and reade the failings in ir, and that 
which ſeems to make againſt the par- 
ty: if the Jndg onely hear that, how 

can it bot go againſt that fide? 
: There- 


drawn unto Criſt, 

Therefore that party faith, Good my 
Lord hear all. Now when allis read, 
thoſe deſects are corrected, and the 
cauſe well, which had not been 
ſo, if that Bond, or Deed, or other Iu- 
ſtrument had been read to halfs , not 
thoughly. So when men ſhall bring 
in ſo many and main Indictments a- 
gainſt themſelves, and ſay, Oh what 
pride and ſtubbornneſs is in my 
heart! Oh how weak am I, and dull, 
and dead, and backward to holy du- 
ties! Oh how careleſs of enjoying 
communion with God ! How negli- 

ent in ſifting and trying my own 


heart, in watching over my ſenſes, and 
mouꝛr ning in ſeerer for my dayly fail- 


ings ! Though this were ſo, yet if men 
will ſee no more ( and theſe too much) 
no marvel if they trouble their own 
houſe, or if Satan by rheir own words 
judg them. To fuch an one there- 
fore I ſay, All that thou ſayeſt may 
be true, but art thou not troubled 
with theſe failings? and are they not 
the greateſt grief that thy ſoul hath ? 
Yea, ſaith the poor ſoul, I confeſs my 
heart is vexed, and my ſoul grieved 
for them 3 and 1 could be content to 
be any thing that I could not be fo. 
Now hear onthis fide, and rake the 
beſt. For, as it is with a mans hand 
and the ſtaff 3 ſo it is here, * 
. the 
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The poor doubting Chriftian 
the promiſe to a ſtaff: you know the 
back of a mans hand cannot take hold 
of the ſtaff ; but the palm of his hand 
can. So turn thou the right fide of 
thy ſou] ro the promiſe, and then thou 
mayſt rake by ir, bur we rake nor by 
it, becauſe we rurn the back-fide of 
our hearts to the promiſe : for then, 
the ſoul faith, Oh my ſtubborneſs is 
great, & mine inabilines grievous, and 
corruptions many. But this is the wrog 
fide, which will never hinder thee 
from taking hold of the promiſe ; bur 
turn to the right fide, and then ſay, 
My ſoul hates theſe, and my ſoul is 
right weary of them. Oh this is the 
tight fide 3 turn to that, and thou art 
well. This for the firſt Rule. 


2 Rule Now for the Second, and ſecondly, 


Labour to have thy conſcience ſettled 
and eſtabliſned in that truth which 
now our of the Word theu haſt gor- 
ren to bear witneſs of the work of 
grace in thee. For, if there be any 
want of the aſſurance of Gods love, 
and if the evidence of the work of 
grace come not roundly in, but there 
be ſome guilr of fin ſtill remaining ; 
conſcience will make new flirs, and 
breed new broils, and continually 
move and unquiet the heart; there- 
fore as it is good to have our judg- 
ment informed by the Word, when 

we 
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drawn unto chriſt. 


we ſee the good that is in us; ſoit is 


meer we ſhould make Conſcience 
periwaded of it, ſo as Conſcience may 
jpeak for us, and all be made ſtraighr. 
Otherwiſe, as the debror that is in- 
debted ro many creditors, if he agree 
not with all, or with all ſave one; that 
one may come upon him as well as all 
the reſt: ſo for the poor diſtreſſed 
ſoul that lies at the mercy of the 
Lord, and is ſo deep in atrearages to 
the Law, that he cannot winde out; 
if he labour not to ſtill conſcience, 
and what is elſe againſt him, in every 
point as well as in ſome ; if he leave 
one undiſcharged, that one may ſer 
his conſcience againſt him, as well as 
an hundred. 

The want of this, is cauſe why new 
Suirs and new Bills are dayly pur in 


OO 


againſt us; onely becauſe Conſcience 


is not pacified, nor all quieted And 
now take a poor finner that hath all 
his doubts and objections anſwered, 
come to him, and ſay, Are all theſe 
all your doubts and objections? he 
will ſay: Yea. And are they all an- 
ſwered ? here he will ſay, Yea too. 
And have you now any thing to fay 


againſt that which hath been made 


known unto you? no not now:;; But 
ſay to him again, Did your conſcience 
fay to you, It is a ſin to ſay you have 

| no 
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"The r doubting hriftian 
no grace? here he demurs, and ſtops, 
and ſays, No, I dare not lay ſo, but I 
rather fay the contrary. And now 


mark what he he ſays ; All the books 


are croſt, and all objections anſwered, 

and yetconſcience puts in a new plea, 

haply it was not fatisfied to 

the full, and in erery parcel of aber- 
ration. | 

And now come to him again, and 


_ fay, You are ſometimes captived by 


fin, are you not ? And are you willing 


to be at Gods free diſpoſe, and that 
he ſhould pluck away all your cor- 


ropwons , as it were, ſhackles from 
you, are you not ? 

Oh, ſaich the poor finner, I maſt 
needs yield to thar. Then I afficm to 
thy ſoul, that this is a work of true 
| Here (therefore) let con- 

ience be fully ſatisfied. But how 
farisfied ? Thus : Cancel all ſelf-accu- 
ſations,and this will cut all ſcores,and 
clear the heart, ſcattering all clouds 
thar miſt ic. This will caſt our all 
cavils, and all new Bills againſt us: 
For, if our conſciences condemn us not, 


. then we have boldneſs towards God. 


we muſt then ftop the mouth of 
eonſcience ; that is, be convineed, 
and agree, that it is a fin to ſay, God 
bath not wrought this work of grace 
ia che heart, when it is 9 


„ 


drawn unto Chrift. 


hath. For though ſenſe and feeling 


be as it ſometimes will be) gone, 
yer conſcience remembers the day 
and year when the ſinner had aclear 
evidence of Gods love, and therefore 
ſaith, Lord, thon knoweſt ir, and thou 
didſt fay out of thy Word at ſuch a 
time, that the heart of this poor ſoul 
was upright and ſincere before thee. 
And here it ſhould be with a poor 
ſinner, as with a wiſe man, when he 
would make his lands ſure unto him 


and his poſterity by evidences and 


writings ſealed : he is not content 
here, onely to have his evidences in 
his own keeping, but will have them 
inrolled in Chancery, ſuch a year, and 
ſuch a day , that if he ſhould loſe his 
Deeds , he might be fore where to 


finde them. So it ſhould be with the 


diſtreſſed ſoul 3 ic ſhould not onely 
be willing to have all objections to 
the contrary of ir anſwered ; bur ir 
ſhould further get them recorded in 
the Court of Conſcience, as in Chan- 
cery 5 that when ſenſe and feeling are 
loſt yet it may readily go to that high 
Court of Conſcience, and there finde 
the day and year when Gods love was 
made fore unto it. This for the ſe- 
cond Rule. 


For the third : Thirdly, we ſhould % 


frrive, and char mightily, to have our 


of 0 
— — >; * 


— — EET. .- 


70 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 
hearts over-powered with the evi- 
dence that Reaſon and Conſcience 
make good unto us; that ſo we may 
quietly receive, and calmly welcome 
it; yea, and yield and ſubject our 


hearts to the truth of it. But here we 


all ſtick : and there are three things 
in the ſoul of a man; three, I ſay, that 
aber all cheſe quarrels and oppoſiti- 
ons againſt the evidence of the Word 
in that man. The firſt: for 1. Rea- 
fon objects. 2. The ſecond : then 
Couſcience accuſerh. And the third: 
3. The Will of man will not ſubmit. 
And here we finde by experience, 
that when a man hath ſtilled Con- 
ſcience,and filenced all reaſons to the 
contrary of his pee ce: yet ſuch is the 
Iron of a ſtubborn heart, that nothing 
can bard it; but ſtill it maintains, and 


will, ſome gainſaying and ſome new ' 


quarrels againſt the truth and it ſelf. 
Beſides, it keeps on foot even that 
that hath been long ago anſwered, 
and let down: nay, that a man would 
think had been buried in a deep grave 
(as deep as Hell) never to riſe again. 
Now in this caſe it is with a poor ſin- 
ner, as with a man that hath a con- 
tencious adverſary. Haply the cauſe 
that they two have in hand, hath been 


tryed in all Courts of Law, and at laſt 


comes to the Chancery: and there ir 
2 is 
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* drawn u Chriſt. 

is Ae agrinſt the n 
Adverſary, avi in che other Courts; 
there all mattets are 28 well ſtated 
and ordered as a man would wiſh, xc as 
an honeſt man would grant: Yer will 
not this man, that is ſo contentious, be 
ſo concluded, or ſo yield, but will to 
che Law again wich a back - —— —— 


then, and upon ——— = — 
down' all ke hath, and ſell * 


ſhict. His will he will have, what - 
ſoever it coſt him. Nor will he give 
over, till the Judg doth come to take 
notice oſchim, and ſo to caſt out his 
Cauſe withrhimſelf,-whom rherefore 
he commits to priſon, and ſaich, Sitra, 
theſe matters were (all of them) long 
ago anſwered, and will you trouble 
us again, not with new ae but 
wich old quarres? 

: Juſt ſo it is wich che heart even of 
a gracious man ſometimes, and one 
that is humbled in ſome meaſure 3 
and could be content to yield to the 
commanding power of Gods Word, 
and to the witneſs of his own con- 
ſcience ; and therefore faith, My con- 
dition is better than I thought it was 
yet there is an old proud ſelf · will d 
heart ſtill in me; an heart that will 
not be quieted nor ſaid unto 3 but 
ſtill will be quarrelſome , and main- 
taia a the old „ For 2 


72 The poer dealing Chreftian - © 
all reaſons are well confured,and con- 
ſcience beats witneſs ic is ſo; and: tho 
Miniſter, as the Judg under Chriſt, 
caſts ont the Cauſe: yet ( obſetve it) 
the poor diſtreſſed ſianer will keep 
the old toad of objecting againſt him 
ſelf: and though he hath been anſwer- 
ed ſully and to every point, not many 
hours, before, yet he keeps old mat- 
ters ſtill freſh, and out of the ſalt, till 
they yield a foul ſcent to all that 
come within the hearing of them. 
And thus even when a man would 
think he ſhould not dare'tbicome in 
Court with ſuch old caſhiered fluff; 
et that proud fel wild heart will 
doing ſtill; nor will yield or give 
over. Have we not juſt eauſe then 
to labour our hearts ſo far as to get 
them over · powered with the autho· 
rity of the truth concerning hat- all 
ſoever _ —— to them — their 
good? Oh t re, poor ſoul, do 
not teject the evidence which God 
makes known, and paſſeth upon thee 
for thy ſure welſate eternally. Do 
not, becauſe thou haſt not that com- 
fort that thou wouldſt, reject all; as 
if thou would it have none at all. So 
then the fault here is not properly 
becauſe thou canſt not, but becauſe 
thou wilt not receive the promiſe : 
and this is that that ſo wracks and 
{* f tor- 
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rorments thy ſpirit; this is that which 
breeds the quarrel ſo hard to he com · 
pounded; and hence it is, that when 
' Reaſon is ſatisſied, and Conſeienuce 
convinced; yet the foul is perplexed 
ſtill, - For put this queſtion to it, and 
ſay unto it; Are you perſwaded that 
the Lord hath done you this good, 
that he will ſhew an ever laſting mercy 
to your ſoul? and ir will ſay No; and 
that all the world ſhall nor perſwade 
it of that. Miniſters are mercifull 
( will ſach a diſtempered ſoul fay ) 
and Chriſtians are charitable , and 
loth to diſpleaſe too much, or to diſ- 
courage one in my caſe, or do to me 
as I ſhould do to them: but did they 
know me indeed, they would never 
think thus of me: certainly | ſhall ne- 
ver finde it ſo. Whar? I have grace ? 
all the world ſhall never perſwade 
me to it. Mak what I (ay: This is 
meerly thy pride and ſeli-· will dneſs 
that will not receive char good which 
God is willing to give thee. But re- 
pent, or this pride of thy pettiſ heart 
will coſt thee dear, one day; I wiſh 
But ſome will ſay, How can you 05. 
make this pride? we'are ever com- 
plaining of and ming our 
ſelves? and can this be pride ? 
Yes, Lay you - Wc Lay ) Auf | 
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it is ĩntolerable pride againſt the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven: and this I malte 


good by theſe two things. For firſt, 


2 man to follow his own concc its 
and ſelf · will dneſs againſt the truth, 
the force of reaſon, and the witneſs 
of the ſervants of God, and his on 
conſcience”; cannot bit be pride! 

Secondly, and fora man, beoauſe 
he hath not what he would, to be 


( therefore ) off the hinges ſo, as to 


throw away all Gods kindneſs, and to 
deny the grace that is given him: and 
this becauſe he cannot be Conqueror 
as he defires ? is not this pride? That 
meaſure of mercy which God hath 
already ſhewed to thy ſoul, is incom- 
prehenſible, beyond mans reach: and 
yet becauſe thou canſt not have hat 
thou wouldſt, thou wilt have nothing 
at all. Juſt as if a man that hath the 
Law on his ſide, and his eſtate ſetled 
on him, ſhould, becauſe his evidences 
are not written in great golden let- 
ters, nor in the largeſt Royal Paper, 
throw all away. This is your caſe: 
for ſo you, becauſe yon have not ſo 
much of grace, or with ch a ſweet · 


. neſs as you would, you deny you have 


any. But have yon no humility, be- 
cauſe none to your minde, or not fo 
gare Oh pride + and pride face 
quite pride 3 ide in the 
higheſt degree! Theſe 
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Theſe things cpuſidereds: + (o 
bring your he arts more do in a holy _ 
ſubjection ro Gods meaſure and time, - 
And think it your dut ** well ta 
receive comfort when offers it 
upon good terms, as to do any duty 
commanded. And, know. that it 15 
28. Uuly a fin ( rhough of à bigger 
ſize) to.rejet mercy when. God of- 
fers it, as to kill a man, which God 
hath forbidden. I ſay Not as much: 
for I know there is odds in the de- 
gree. Therefore you the Saints of 
God) chat 25 been thus peſtered, 
and thus poſſeſt to become ws own 
enemies; rr nts ( when = 
kearts begin thus to ſlide away.) to 
take your hearts unto you, and not to 

give yn the reins at ſuch deſperate. 

conch 3ons.. againſt. God and Con- 

ſaience · Deal better with yous ſouls, 
and ſay ; Good Lord, this is. the prond 
unyiclding diſtemper of this vile 
heart of mine, - For, what would! 
have? Is not Gods Word clear in 
this point, and my conſcience ſatiſ- 
* Do —— 8 2 — 
affirm my ſtate to be good? a 
9 diſhonour. God, and flight 
them: 

But what faith, the poor ſoul to O,. 
this? Maſt I eat mine own words ? 


fay and unſay?ſe 
* ay e ar 


13 The poor doubting chriſtiam 

76 when before I ſaid, I had none? 
Anſ. Yes, anck be thankfull too to God | 

. that you may fay fo. Is it not better 
for you to croſs your own fleſh, than | 
ro croſs Gods Spit? Take notice 
of this, and feat, 222 an . 
ttiſh ſoul of yours now re- { 
fuſeth conſolation when God offers 
it) be forced to fare as a man that 4% 
ears his own fleſh, and ſo to come up- 
on her knees for comfort, and get 
none to her dying day. For though 
God will fave you at laſt, yet ( mean | 
while) yon ſhall have an hell upon ä 
earth before this be. | | 

One would have thought ir had 

been great humility in Peter to refuſe 
to let Chriſt waſh bis feet; but irwas 
no ſuch matter. Indeed, nothing leſs; 0 
there fore Chriſt takes him up tound- ; 
ly for it, Cwhich is indeed, the onely 
| way to eure fach a diftemper as this.) 
John 1f 7 waſh thee not, thou haſt no part in 
— we. If you will needs have your oon 
way, and humour your ſelf, and will : 

not be perſwaded ; you may go down 
to hell in the minde. Peter might! 
have pauſed here, and taken breath; 1 
bur did nor: his ſtout ſtomack quick - ; 
ly came down, and he preſently faid, | 
Then, Lord, not onely my feet, but my | 
bands, and head, and all. It is the hu- | 
miliry of a good heart, to 8 4 
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d tary mn Cheat, T 
God offers. Moſt Chriſtians: think 
they ar humble hłarted when et 
they are ſo ſar proud, as to give way 
to this ſalben diſpoſition · Therefort 
kbour to ouer· maſter this over-foark 


oſ the Wotd of God, und be ſute 0 
neecive mency ib dod offors ia leſt 


e draw im and take away the com- 
Art of his Spirip from thee, and make 


go. howling and roaring to thy 
| dhotiing hee co hes 
ven in the end yet thou mayſt have 


comeſt thither 


e A 7 
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Go for che ud Ruler che taſt fol- 4 Mile 


loweth. The laſt Mule is this: Main- 
tan the good. work which thy heart 


an uncomfortable hell beſore thou 


hirh ſubmlirted ivy and keep it a 


thebeſtthing is thy houſe, and {of 
irtaſut e) the: beſt under Heaven. 
And atem / when thou thaft byit ob- 
rained oettam ;evidence that thy e- 
ſtate is good heart f nothing-againft 


it bur ſtick faſt! ror, as t vhy like. 


Regatd nothing'( t is nit ini the 
Word % theeonnary/bf that evi- 
dente ot thyriſalvatios' th Lmenn. 
which tima haſt been perſwaded of 
by the Word of truth. And here, if 
Satan or carnal reaſon have any thing 


to ſay 4gainſt thee, let them bring 
Scripture, and chen yield to it in the 
4 N * p D 4 true 
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true ſenſe ; but without the word 
hear nothing. Lock as it is with a 
man that is at Law for lands; if he 
have his adverſary on the hip, and 
have gotten ſome advantage againſt 
him, he will keep him there, and 
him to the point. So do thou in 2 
better caſe. For, i man will fol- 
low every Wangling Lawyer at every 
impertinent quillet. or qut · leap , he 
muſt ne ver look far an end of la wing: 
and it is che faſhion of many At 
neys, rather to breed quarrels, than 
to kill. chem in the conception. So 
in this caſe, he that wilbquartel where 
he ma teſolve, ſhall nevet have done. 
And therefore hold to the main 
int. Deal with Satan as with a 
ſubtil adverſa y that is full af wiles 
and ſetehes. tis the cunning of the 
enemy to lead;you aſide; and henvill 
have many vagaries (if yoube in a 
En Way) to bring you out: Bur 

be ſure to hold to that truth which 
you have received: from the evidence 
ef the-Wordgand the witneſs oi con- 
ſcience. | When a, man — _ 
ſome comfort, then the devil begins 
to play the Lawyer in this of the like 
Männer. 2544. li 
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How the ſoui being tempted may anſwer. 
Satans e | 


Doeſt thou not (ce bow weak and Satan 
poor thou art? how. deſtitute of all 
ſaving grace, and how N thou 
walkeſt to God? 

It is true ( ſaich the cul) et i is Sinn. 
as true, that he that — th and 
forſaketh his fn ſhall have meſcy- - 

But (ſaich the devil) doeſt thou Satan 
not ſee that thou art full of pride aud 
weaknels, and ſccrerly- unwilling, to 
come to duties? 

It is true (faith the ſoul ) 1 am ſd, Sinn. 
yet I hate and defire to forſake chis 
way, and therefore ſhall finde merey 5 
the Word faith ſo. 


Bur (ſaich the devil ) are you of Satan 


WH counſc l? ſecret things belong 
to 

Iadeed ( faith the ſoul JI know net Sinn. 
what Gods ſectet will is; yet thac l 
know, that zhe Word ſaith; which. 
is, He hal h na pleaſure in the death of a 
innen, but invites haun . 


unto him. 


(But ſaith che devil ) many eozen Saler 


themſelves: mercy is as a black Swan, 
a rare bird , and few obtain it; and, 
why (chen) may not you be cozened 
as well as others? 


But 80 faich W (the Lord will Sun. 


D $- not 


not cozen me, and the Lord knows 

my heart; and the Word knows 
what the Lord knows. | * 

Satan But { faith the devil) may not you 

be deceived in the letter of the word? 

— word A true 9 but ur 

now you that you rightly apply it, 

and chat the word and your heart fair 


together? 
Sinn. Why ( faith the ſoul) I deſire as 
earneſtly to have my. fin purged, as 
I do to have it pardoned. I know my 
heart by the word, and to the word I 
repair; and the Lord knows that L 
hate all fin inwardly , and reform 
it outwardly, to my weak power; and 
therefore I know 1 ſhall finde mercy. 
 Shew me a place of Scripture that 
faith, I do not rightly apply the word, 
and I believe it; but I will not be- 
Heve thee 3 for thou art as thou aſt 
1 from rhe beginning a lyar. Thus hold 
i to the word, and the devil Wil be 
ted, weary, and leave thee; keep 
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= 7 you here, for if he catch you a wan- 
#1 dring after ſence and feeling, you are 


ref. gone. The Prophet ſaith: Thou through pt. 
F 119. 00 + Commendments' haſt made m ſna 
* than mine enemies, for they are ga 

ever with me. Sathan is wiſe by long * 


experience; and the fleſh, and car- C01 

nal. reaſon, and the world are wiſe the 

tod: bur bleſſed be our God that We 
| makes 
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makes every poor ignoranvſervantof = 


his, wiler than alk thaſe. But how? 
The, Word muſt ever: he. in your. 
hands; ahd chr meditation of it in 
your'htarts : ic muſt be always with 
you and you muſt kerp it with you 
dayly ; for that will make you not to 
know onely what is amiſs; hut to get 
ground againſt corruption, and hat- 
ſoever elle may hinder your peace 
with God and ui your cri. 

Satan àcalt in thn eagle with the 


ſoul, as the enemy inwarwhen Fuſhua Joſh, 
defcaved the Me f ii, he got them 8-19. 


out of che Citie : and then they that 
lay is ambuſh:went and roolcit, and 
bucar it ich fire; So the devi doch: 
Out Baſtle or Oitie is the promiſes, 
the Word and Ordinances of God : 
Nov if the devil can bur get you out 
of this Caſtle, he hath you where he 
would: if your will look after every 


dird that flics, and liſten after every 


word of rarnsb reaſon/ und temptati- 
on that comes, you are gone: If he 


ce un get you from the ſure Hold of the 


promiſe, he will entangle yon in his 
ſaare of unbelief, and fo prevail a- 
gainſt you 

Lit children bf ye abide in Gods 


Commandments; ye abide in: God, faith * — 
the Apoſtle. As if he had ſaid, Chil- 


dren, your” enemies are many, and 
: greats | 


„ The poor doubeing Chriflian 


great, and eunning; therefore keep 
home, and within the walls of your 
ſure hope; and then you are well, 
whatſoever weather is up. It is the 
fafhion of parents, if their children 
run abroad and catch a knock, to telt 
them that they are well enough ſer- 
ved; you might have kept home 
when you had warning. So here. 

Ihe iſſue of the point is this: Judg 
thy ſoul by che wyord, and look upon 
that ſacted piece in the glaſs of ir 
ſelf : And here, let it bear witneſs for 
thee: and what the Word of God 
doth evidence to thee, that do thou 
maintain, and hear nothing againſt ir. 
This is the way to reetive conſtant 
comfort, and the way to go on chear- 
fully in thy Chriſtian courſe. Let 
quarrels, troubles, and temprations 
come, yet keep thou within doors, 
and reſt thy ſelf upon the riches of 
that grace that is in Chriſt ſeſus. 
Then you may he for ever comlort· 
ed, and go ſinging to heaven, and 
merrily to your graves, thoughzyzou 
meet with never ſo many tempratiens 
and oppoſitions, croſſing your way. 
Now follow ſome Means 10 obtain a 
intereſt in the Pronuſes; (+ 


It reſteih chat I thew you- ſome 
| means 
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means whereby. a man may ſo im- 
prove his time, that at laſt he may ob · 


tain this ble ſſed eſtate of being mer- 


ry in the Lord. The means ate ſout. 
But before I begin. with them, you 


muſt firſt know, that we may uſe che 


means, and yet finde no means un- 
der heaven to do it, except God ſtrike 
the ſtroke. You maſt thereſore wait 
upon God, and the Spirit of God in 
the uſe of the means for this matter, 
by - believing tightly to your aflu- 
rance. For, ſo the Text faith, To you 
it 4s given to believe; it muſt be given 
therefore : and faith is the free giſt 
of God. It is God then that muſt do 


itz wha yet will uot do it without us, 


being teaſona hle men and women in 
the power of willing. Again, the Lord 
affords us means yet not to uſe 
them, and give him the flip. And 
here it is a good ſaying ; Lec the Lord 
do what he: will, and let us da what 


we ſhould. We muſt not think when - 


we have the means that we can get 
Faith pre ſently: ſor, as Paul ſaich, 


The ſame power that raiſed up Feſus Epheſ. 


fromthe dead, muſt mate us able be: 120. 


lieue or elſe all the Angels in hea- 
ven, und all the Miniſters oa earth, 
and all the help that men and means 
enn give us, will dous no good. Now 


. the means are of divers kindes: as, 
hearing, 


— 
.* 
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„ The poor doubting chriſt ian 
hearing, and prayer, and Sacrements” 
which are the Conduirs from: which 
God: communioaes fauh. But. I let 
them paſs , and ifaſten upon thoſe: 
which are needfull for! feeble Chriſti 
ans to the bringing of them ineo this 
bleſſed eſtate of rightly believing. 
And theſe are fuch as follow. 

Firſt, we muſt, as much as in us 


Means I lies labout to I} away all thoſe car - 


nal outward ſtays. that the foul ſeaas 
upon, and all other like ſuecours, ant 
whatſoever contentment it is, which 


a poor ſinner doth berake himſelf to, 


as to his refuge, for re lief and help: 
that when all theſe are taken com 
us, we may he forced to go ſos ſuc- 
cour thither, vhere right ſuccour is to 


be had. It is a thing haturai to ug all, 


even from our firſt Parents; a deſi 
to have the ſtaff in om On handt 
and. to be able to ſupply our ſelves of 
all neceſſeries without bring * 
ing ro others, or to any. 

Now therefore the way to make 
che ſoul. to lean upon Chriſt, is, t 
pluck away all thoſe deceiving props. 
The laſt thüung we flye unto, is the 


promiſe 3 which if we could finde 


good any where elſe than im Ohriſt, 
we would never go to him for it· God 
kears laſt of us; and therefore here 


we ſhould do with ou ſelyes, as the + 


enemy 
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N drawn unte chrift. 
enemy doth with a City befieged, 
when he would 'make the Inhabi- 
tants, or thoſe thut keep it to yceld; 
The way he takes is to famifh them, 
to cut off all proviſion, and ſtop all 


paſſages, ſo as that none can come to 


relieve them: then they prefently 


yield themſelves to the mercy of the 


Aſſailant: fo it is with our nature; 
and ſeeing it is fo, that we are ſtill 
truſting to our own ſtrengths, and re- 
lying upon fome thing of our on: 
the beſt way were to famiſh che hearr, 


by cutting off all the means and + 


comforts whereby the ſame is fuc- 
coured, and quieted; but not right- 
ly in Chriſt. For when the heart is 
thus ſawiſhed, it will then ſeek out 


to à Saviour, and there be, becauſe 


there is no other thing or means 
otherwiſe to help ii. won 


. The poor vor = the Goſpel Mark. 
1ad ſpent all her goods upon the 5.26, 
8 he had ha but 2. 


hyfcians; and if 5 
a little means left, yea; but one far- 
thing token ( for any ching I know. or 
. doth appear) ſhe would never have 
gone to Chriſt: But when all theſe 
failed, then-ſhe was forced to ſeek ro 
_ Ehrift, that was reatly and willing to 
do that for her, and more than ſhe 
deſired. Out fouls muſt have fome- 


« thi dear ; and they cannot 
mg do , upon; 7 fahl 


— 
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ſubſiſt without ſome under-props. 
Hereupon therefore, when all ous. 
carnal. hopes are taken from us, we 
ſtay ( as;we tauſt needs) upon the 
Promiſe ,. becauſe; we have nothing, 
elſe to feſt upon. Let it is not re- 
quired ( though I thus ſpeak) that a 
man ſhould caſt away all ourward, 
comforts, ſuch as God affords him for 
the interim here; Oh no: but onel 

this 3 That ( though he have. muc 

this way) yet that he labour to get 
his heart to ſee and acknowledg the 
inſufficiencie and nothingneſs of 
them all, till he have the ſuperlative 
comfort, Chriſt, above all; and nor 
to tepoſe in them (having them) as 
ſome do, making them our whole 
contentment, and ſole reſt: For then 
they are bur ly ing vanities, and bro · 
ken ſtaves which will not onely co- 
en us, but pierce us too, and that 
4; ee 
Aud now when the ſou] ſeeth that 
theſe things cannot ſuccour it, but 
lay it in worſe caſe > a man will then 
be content to have his heart divor- 
ced from them. And here it is with 
the ſoul as it was with Noahs Dave, 


when the Alk began to reſt upon the 


mountain of Ararat. Noah then ſent 
out the Dove 3 but the Dove ſound no 


reſt for the ſoal of her ſoot. No queſtion. 


there 


r KW. 


e ate Cb. 
there were many dend carcaſes to 
ſettle apqn; but the Dove found no 


Wi 


reſt, rill ſhe came to the Ark gain. 


So. when. a man findes no reſt in any 


thing the creature affords, ind can 
et no footing for the ſoul there to 


ay it elf upon: then it betakes it 


ſelf to Chriſt the. Ark, and goes home 
to the promiſe, and reſts there, and 
expects from thence hat is heediull 
for it, As (thereſore) in the Art of 
Swimming; he that will ſwim muſt 


pluck his feet from the bottom, and 


commit himfelf ro che-ſtream to bear 
him vp? ſo in. this our purpoſe to 


heaven, we muſt draw our hearts 


from theſe yain things below , and 
theſe from them; and though we 


haze honour and preferments;yetwe 


muſt put no confidence in them, but 
ng our affections, as it were feet 
rom them, and learn by our believ- 
ing to commit our ſelves wholly to 
the power of the promiſe, and thence 
to teceiye comfort, and permanent 

Be ot enen e CE 
lege he gods of this work 
chen as Honour, and Profit, and 
Pleaſures, dece ive thee. Did the pride 
of Pharaoh heart deliver him? Did 
the riches of the Rich won. ar "ow 
ſave him? Did ,Herog's applauſe that 
he had, do him any good? Did theſe 


ly gods 
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TLeode tente haut ung bee the; 
not left them in the urch There- 
"fore let us tale om hearts off from 


The'ptor Woubring bb fi 


theſe things, and (in compariſon to 
thoſe of our better life) have & baſe 
eſteem of them, and ſee ſo grear's 


vaniry, and empeineſs, and mfofficiets 


cy in them all, that we may: be forced 


ro ſeek to Chriſt, and ſay as Daw. 
Help, Lord; for vais i the bei "of 


man. Labour we further to ſee the 


privie pranelts of our o heafts, and 


to hunt out all thoſe mazes, and tut 
ing, and windings ef our fabtile 
ſduis: for here, it is we nderfull to ſve 
do the ſont is ready to hang” her 
comſorts upon every hedg, and to 
fhifrand ſhack in every by - corner for 
them. Now when thou ſeeſt thy heart 
rhos ſeeking comfort in vain helps, 
call it fm them, and them pluck 4. 
way, and up by the roots, and fee the 
emptineſs of chem . then will thy 


| heattbe fit and ready to make Gar to 


Chriſt. And this for the firſt means. 
. . Secondly, therefore when: this 7s 
done, there is fome part, {me way 
made ſor the promiſe to come into 
thy ſoul; therefore labour thou in 
the ſecond place, to have thy heart 
poſſeſſed thorowly ; and perſwaded 
effectually of che fulnefs of thit go 
whichis m the fwomile,': of ; 
. ril- 


ws wer „ Sf one e ww aA ww Mr . wore 4 A © =» WH WW A wmhih = 
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ſatis factory mercy and freeneſs of the 


ace that is in Chtiſt; ſo that the 

| may be eſtabliſhed with that full 
content which is to he had in the 
—— of the promiſe. But _—_ 2 
Fay: Let us perfwade our hearts firft, 
and not content” our felves that we 
are able to diſpure ſomewhat my 


of the excellency of the promiſe,a 


of thoſe tiches in it, through the free 


grace of God in Chriſt. For, what is 
it to purpoſe that the heart knows 
this, and knowing it, to be ſo fore - 
ſtall'd, that it can never come to the 
promiſe ? Therefore -leave not 'thy 
till it come to value the pro- 
miſe by that that the Word ſpeaketh 
of it in a true account. I ſay, Leave 
not thy heart, till thou ſee the pro- 


miſe 3 ine 


eye, and that thy heart may get ſome 
earneſt touching the neſs of 


Cod, and the riches of his grace to- 


wards thee by the ſame. And here 
bring thy heart to know and ſee, that 
the promiſe is better than all che 
riches and honours that thou canſt 
have, or the world can beſtow : for ſo 
we reade, They that know thee, will 
truſt in thee ;, for thou Lord haſt never 


1 ' * 


pfa. . 
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failed them that ſeth thee.” If thou 


knoweft, and wilt believe this, this 


kinde of knowledg and perfwafion | 


cannot 


v9 


The per doybting chriſtian 
cannot hut breed confidence and re- 
de and ( conſequently) quiet 

heart. We date truſt a. friend 
whoſe faithfulneſs we have ti ĩed; and 
we reſt upon that which we know by 
the ſure card of experience. - The 
promiles of God are ( all of them) as 
true as Goſpel. Seck from one end 
of the heaven to the other; turn all 
the Bible over, and ſee if ever any 
man leaned on the promiſe, and the 
Lord did not perform what he had 
promiſed for the good of his ſoul. 

Pſalm Except. the Lord had been my delight, 
g 1 N. haue periſhed in my troubles 
deim (faith David.) . My fleſh failethyand 
73-26, heart alſo 3 but thou art the ſtrength 
* heart, and my portion for ever. 
But here lies a great matter, a work 
of marvellous difficulty and great ne · 
deſſny 5 and chere fote, that thy heart 
may fir. down ſatisfied with the ſuffi- 
ciency of the promiſe, I will pro- 
pound three Rules how the. promiſe 
may be improved, and conduce to 
thy ſingular benefit here, and hete- 

1 Rule afrer. 


— For the firſt of theſe Rules: . labour 
prove daily to preſent to thy ſaul a; greater 
the * in the promiſe than thou canſt 
= ee any where elſe. Itis a mans ſxkill, 
for and it ſhould be his e 


= a to dog his heart, and ro 


what 


what itis that the heart deſires moſtz 
and accordingly to pteſent the { reit- 
eſt good unto it, And vat may that 
be? even that which hath more of 
contentment in it, than any thing elſe 
in the world. And here we ſhould 
deal with our hearts, as a man will 
with a corrupt Juſtice, when he would 
have him to be on his fide: there, 
the onely way is to bribe him: but 
though this be ſinfull in this caſe, yer 
it is good to bribe ( as it were) the 
corrupt heart with the goodneſs of 
the promiſe 5 that ſo the heart may 
cleave toit, and long afrer it · Do ho- 
nours, or riches, or the applauſe of 
men, or any earthly pleaſures offer 
thee content and ſatis faction? then 
perſwade thy heart there is a greater 
worth in the promiſe than can be 
had in all them. F or here is an ex- 
cceding weight of glory : and he that 

hath it, ſhall be made a Ning, and 
ſhall have thar glory that will never 
fade. Further, doth thy heart han- 
ker after earthly joy and mirth; thou 
ſnalt finde more joy in the promiſe, 
than in the cracking of theſe thorns. 
Doth thy heart hanker after riches? 
tell chy heart that there are unſearch- 
able riches in Chriſt, and that 
through him we have title to all the 
promiſes of ——. 
A We 
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We know that he that offers moſt for 
* hath it: therefore we 
ſhoald obſerve che goings our of our 


heatts, and what offers are made to 


give them the beſt content, and with 
ſuch to preſent them. This the pro- 
miſe doth 3 and this with a greater 
good in God, than in all things in the 
world beſide. . Therefore „ Oh the 
height , and depth, and length, aud 
breadth ef the love of Chriſt which paſ- 

The eonſideration of fo much, 


ſhould not onely wotk a longing af- 


ter Chriſt, and the promiſe ; but fill 
our faces withſhame and coufuſion, 
that ever we ſhould ſer ſo light by 
ſuck riches of mercy, and walk un- 
worchy of ſo great falvarion. Could 


we comprehend the unmeaſurable 


dimenſions of Gods love aud good- 
neſs revealed in his Word; Oh how 
would our hearts be inflamed to- 
wards him? When the finner thinks 
thus with himſelf; I that have done 
all that I could againſt ſo good a God, 
that my heart even bleeds to think 
of ir, there was no name under hea» 
ven, that I tore in pieces more or ſo 
much as Gods name 3 his wound: 
and life, and beart-blood I have rent 
and torn 2 thouſand times. Nay, 
there was no command inthe ry 
\ * a is 
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boron ſoul 2 
g e There 
was no ſpirit. thate ke to me, 


which I ſo much * as the Spi · 
ric of the Almighty. Oh how many 
fweet matians hath the Lord let into 
m ſoul, thereby to force me from, 


my coulites ſo haſe, and practiſes o 


ſinful} } By how many mercies hath 
he allured me; by how many gracj- 
ous/-promiles hath he inviced me; by 
how much of his goodneſs provoked 
MgO forte my ſins, and to 1 un- 
But have flown in the pi 

ters, and blefed ſpirit, 
— all terms of reconciliation. 
If I had lien in a dungeon, and been 
plagued with torments all my liſe- 
time, yea, though I could have had 
another world full of miſery to live in, 
I ſhould count it infinite mercy, ſo 
the Lord would paſs by my ſinfull 
miſcarriages, and pardon theſe in- 

ward inſurrections. 

But that God ſhould ſend his dear- 
eſt Sen to love me, ind that fo Incom- 
parable and ſo unconceivably as that 
I could not poſſibly hate him ſo much 
as he loved and affected me: that 
could not ſo exceed in unkindneſs 
towards him, as he hath exceeded in 
tender kindneſs towards me; What 
a love is this? What, unkindneſs for 


ſo 


Ty 


C —_— 
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ſo gteat love? Weſe it not f 
ob Ok God, ned. do peck . 


lightly eſteemed his promiſe, and 
ſweer word of comfort? Had it not 


been juſt with Him now to ſit at the 


catch and to tike all fs (a0 be well 


might) for an advantage againſt me 2. 
55 t not juſt tliat Lick lved'in 


in, ſhould have periſhed in my fins ? 
and as I, who have ſo much loved 
corruption, ſhould have reaped the 
bittet fruit of it long ere this? But 
that the Lord ſhould finde an enemy, 
and not ſlay him; nay, that he ſnhou 
ive his beloved Son out of his own 
boſome to ſave him; is a love to be 
expreſſed. Oh the height of this mer- 
cy beyond all defire or thought! Oh 
the breadth of this mercy , a breadth 
without any bounds ! Oh the length 
of this mercy , a length beyond all 
times! Oh the depth of this mercy , a 
profundicy beyond all expreflion ! 
1 oy (therefore) to — 
acceſs to the promiſe , and to bt in 
7 Here, ſpeak a — 
word for it, and ſay; Stand off profirs, 
and pleaſures. and preferments; room 
for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus ſpeak, 
and ſet a peerleſs moſt excellent price 
= the promiſe : and be ſute of this 
(for it is a ſure Rule) 2 
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ſoul doth account as beſt, that it will 
I. chuſc, and leave all others for it. 
|| Therefore if che ſoul could once out- 
' bid che world , and out · ſhnoot the de- 
| vil in his own bowe , and pur by all 
. thoſe: things which the devil caſts as 
| rubs:mirs-way:of coming to the pro- 
miſe a cus labour vuld be @ work of 


| 

great gain and uſher in 
it ſelli. Kor enample , as thus: when 
1 thou ſeeſt thy hearrlook after friends; 
e 
t 


let cheſe ſriends aſher the ay to 
| think on the infinite love and favour 
! of God in Cuiſt, that friend as he 
4 ealls himſelf: and when thy heart 
n 


— iſe — ger he 
A Way O Promite., ö zNFtne 
— heart finde ſuch content in tiches, 
h what ſhould it finde ia the riches of 
n Gods grace Chriſti! And thus pre- 
th t a gteatei good from che ptomiſe 
"fl n any, fram any thing elle; and 

thou dealeſt ſafely and well: for thy 
bs felf. This fortheituſt Kule =. 

The ſecond Rule is; Labour to 2 

Ve | bringchycheartto this, Thar all the 
— things in thecwor ld : without the pro- 
| N bing: and chat if thou 
ks, ſt all chat che earth tan afford, 
— aud not it, than haſt gotten but the 
IK | winde ,orthat which will tather be « 
* cute unto thee than blefimg: Hor, i 
ne Faid ie the iſubſtance of .cbings boped 11.4, 
+ A E for. 11. Is 


for. It gives a kinde of being and ſub · 

ſiſtence to all So that there is no ſab 
ſiſtence in honour or tiches, if they 
ſubfiſt not by faith; and without 
faith they are clogs and ſnares to us, 
no helpers 3 except faith give them 
their denomination, and a bleſſing 
therewith, they are poorand empty 

things. Our prayers,if they want faith 
in the promiſe, are prayers of no ſub- 
flance 3 words, and nothing elſe. On 
the other fide , the moſt broken and 
chattering prayers of a: poor foul, 

- when a poor creature can ſcarceut- 
ter five words with any ſenſe; yet 
theſe (how weak ſoever) mingled 
with Faith, are a very erfull 
prayer. Soall your hearing, and my 
preaching,hangs upon Fairh ; other- 
wiſe they are but loſt labour , want- 
ing, that that gives a kinde of being 
to whatſoeyer I ſpeak or you hear. 
This for the ſecond Rule. 

The third Rule in this ſecond of 
the means , is this: Labour to ac- 
quaint thy heart with that good 
which the promiſe promi ſeth: an 
this, beſore carnal reaſon comes and 
poſſeſſes thy heart. Remember here 
that the promiſe is moſt ſure, and 

will come when it ſhall be moſt ſeaſo - 
nable, and beſt for thee, and when 
God ſees it moſt fit; for then we ſhall 
"ws * moſt 
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eee / 
moſt certainly have it. Let us there - Heb. 4. 
fare come boldly to the throne of grace, 16. 


that we may receive comfort and mer- 


cy in time of need. Not when we ſee 
it fit, but when God ſees it fit and 
profitable. But this is it which carries 
away many. Sometimes they are a 
little affected with the excellency 
of the riches of Gods grace in Chriſt, 
and ſeeing what great things the 
Lord hath done for their foul, they 
ſay 3 Oh that I were ſuch a one ; and 
ofi that might die the death of the 
righteous! But when it comes ſo to 
paſs that they have not what pre- 
ſently they expect, then they caſt a- 
way their hope; and then the good 
promiſe of God being out of requeſt, 
the devil preſently ſteps in, and 
wonderfully prevails with them: 
They ſay with the Prophet, When H. 
the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſome , neither 7. 
ſhall the fruit be on the Vines 3 n. 
the labour of the Olive ſhall fail and 
yield no fruit, then will I rejoyce in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of my ſalva- 
tion. But where no bloſſoms are, 
nor fruits appear, here all joy goes to 
ground. We do not conſider that 
comfort from the promiſe, and from 
the Lord Jeſus, is then moſt ſeaſo- 
nable, when we have moſt need, 
and (conlequently) may receive moſt 

| E 2 good 
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good by ir: for then may we be are 
ro have the promiſe fo to ſurpriſe 
our heart, that it ſhall be poſſeſſed 
and made happy with the Alſuffici- 
ency of God. But we go not ſo far. 

This for the ſecond Rule. 

In the third place, look for all the 
Means. good which thou needeſt and cauſt 
defire. from that ſufficiency which is 
in the promiſe ; and do not think of 
thy ſelf to add any good unto it, 
bur go to it forall thy good: For, 
there are all the cords of mexcy that 
moſt draw thee, and there is that 
Alſufficiency that can ſupply thee, 
and therefore look for all from 
thence, but think to bring nothing 
thither 3 nothing {I ſay) that can be 
of power to enable thee to a power 
of believing. a 5 
Oed. And here it is a weak Plea for a 
man to ſay, I dare not look to the 
7 I cannot believe it; for If 

could (and oh that I could) then I 
might expect ſome good fruit from 
it. 


An- To anſwer this; Thou ſhalt never 

ſwer. believe upon theſe terms; for, thon 
muſt not firſt have faith, and then 
go to the promiſe, but muſt firſt go 
to the promiſe for the power of that 
faith; from it thou muſt receive 
power to believe; And therefore ay 

| wi 


e Do A 1 * 


YC DSS Narr . s S. Gra 22 


rt 


C Door i ta 


| a drawn unto Thrift. 1 
wick the · propftet, O Lord ; remember Pſal. 


thy word to thy ſervant , wherein thou 119. 


baſt cauſed me to truſt. When men ** 
are enlarged in love to a man, and 
make fait weather of promiſes unto 
mm this perſwades im to truſt un- 
to them, and to rely upon them. for 
yu to come, therefore he ſaich, 1 

urſt never ſo muctt as have thougut 
of it, much leſs expected ic , if you 
had not promiſed ſo much. 

And even ſo here, the promiſe of 
God (made to the ſau!) makes tlie 
ſoul to reſt upon what is promiſed: 

To expect faith without a promiſe, 


bs as ifa man ſſiould expect a crop 


of cornwithonrſeed; for the ptomiſe 
is the immortal ſeed of Gods Word; 
whereby the Spirit breeds this faith 
in tie hearts of all that are his, 


it ſpall live: Ir is ſpoken of raifing of 
a- dead man from the grave of ſin. 
Firſ} there is the voice of Chriſt: ro 
the ſoul}, before there can be an 
Eccho again of that ſoul to Chriſt ; 
and ſo the power of the promiſe muſt 
firfcome to the ſoul , and we mult 
fuſt heat the voice of God in the 
promiſe , before we can return an 
Eccho back again to the Lord: The 

E 3 Lord 


Sa Juba 

Chriſt, The hour is coming , and now 3. 23. 
is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice 
the Son of God, and they that bear 


10 The poor doubting cbhri im 
Lord muſt ſay, Come to me, before the 
ſoul can ſay, I come Lord. Therefore 
when thou ſeeſt much deadneſs and 
dead · unfitneſs of heart in thee to the 
promiſe, do not thou then leave, and 
give off, and ſay, Thus I am, and fo 
it is with me , and ſo an end; but go 
to the promiſe and ſay, Whatſoever 
frailties I finde in my ſelf, yet I will 
look to the Lord, and to his promiſe 3 
for if I want faith, the promiſe muſt 
ſettle me, and I muſt not bring faith 
to the promiſe , but receive faith 
from it to believe; and therefore I 
will wait npon God till he pleaſe to 

work it. Thus for the third Rule 

And now in the laft place, and 
aſtly , labour to ſubmit to the moſt 
equal condition of the promi!e, not 
making more conditions there than 
God hath made. Now the promiſe 
requires no more of a man, but that 
he come and lay hold on mercy 3 
therefore do thou require no more. 
There is enough in the promiſe to 
do thee good, therefore do thou ex- 
pect all good from it, and be content 
there to take of God whatſoever he 
Iſa hath therein offered to thy Faith. 
55+ 12* Buy without money, ſaith the Prophet: 
This is the condition that God of- 
fers mercy upon; buy Wine and 
Milk , that is, Grace and 3 
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without money, that is, without any 
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ſufficiency of your own. If a man 


ſhould go running up and down to 
borrow money before he comes to 
buy., he may famiſh before he can 
come: So the Lord offering Chriſts 


-mercy and- ſalvation without our 


coſt, and ſaying, Come rake ir with - 
out money 3 and yet we will run up 


nd downto borrow money of our 


prayers and other duties; alſo, and 
from our power againſt corruption, we 
may be ſterved Spiritually before 
we can buy at that hand. If we 
go this way to work, we may quick'y 
loſe our labour, and our ſelves. And 
therefore make Gods commodities 
no dearer than God himſelf makes 
them. Many a poor ſoul not remem- 
becing this, is kept from coming to 
the promiſe. F or, Oh, ſaith one 3 if 


I were. able to maſter my fins 


and diſtempets as ſuch. a one can 
do, then I might with boldneſs be- 
lieve. But this is to bring money: 
but art thou not content to have 
Chriſt of free coſt, ſo as he may have 


thee, and rule in thee, and fupply 


what is wanting to thee, and open 
thy ſores, and heal thy corruptions? 
Then why goeſt thou not to the 
omiſe with an empty heart, that 
the Lord may ſupply thee , and ma- 
E 4 ſter 
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ſer all thy tiſings, and make thee a 
clean heart? But that muſt come 


16.8, Afterwards as the Lord ſaith; hen 


I paſſed. by thee ,- andſaw thee in thy 
bloud, and behold the time was as the 
time of love, and I ſpread: ny Shirt 
over thee , aud covered thynakeaneſs ; 
yea, I entered into 4: covenant wth 
thee, and thou becum ſt miner, (that 
is, thou wafl content that God ſhoule 


marry thee in all thy raggs) then! 


waſbed thoe mith water, yea, I through- 
h naſbed away. th bloud: from thee, 


and anointed: thee with ogl.1 cloathed 


thee alſo with broidred: wos. Here 
we ſee that Cheiſti firſt mam tetii the 


Church to himſelf, aud then gives 


ace, and paſſeth over his eſtate to 

is Spouſe , And now; were it not 
a wonderfull great folly , if ſome 
great King ſhauld make love to a 
poor Mk - maid:, and ſhe ſhould put 
it off, and: refuſe che match till ſhe 
vwete a Que EN: Where if ſhe will 


match with the King,ſhe may be ſure 
to be made a Queen preſently. But 
this comes after, and not beſore the 


marriage. So e muſt not lool for 
ſanctifieation the fuſt day, nor till 
we come to the Lord in our Chriſti - 
an Vocation. For this is all the Lord 
requires of us namely, to ſee our fins, - 
to be weary of them, 2 
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that the Lord Ieſus reveal unto us 
what is amiſs, and ſeal a patdon for: 
it, and take it away; and (further) 
give us his grace to take down the 
old building , and to ſer up a. new- 
one in us after his image: For then 


the Lord will bring us to himſelf; 


and into the wedding chamber 3 and 


then through his great mercy, all our 


corruption ſhall fall to the ground. 
And when the Lord hath brought 
thy unſaithſull heart to believe; 


then labour to husband this. gtace 


well, and to improve it for thy beſt 
good”, and live by it: It is a marvel- 
lous gteat ffiame to ſee thoſe that act 
born to fair means, I mean the yoo. 
Saints of God that have a tight and 
title to grace and Chriſt, yet live ati 
ſuch an under rate: I would have 
thee live above the world, though 
thou haſt not a coat to coves: thee; 
nor a hcue to put thy head. in ʒ, yec 
if thou. haſt faith, thou art atich man; 
therefore Husband thy eſtate well. 
Its à ſhame to ſee ſeme live, and 
hufband not chat eſtate the have 
they live as if they had it nary fo: 
full of want, ſo full of. care, ſo ſull 
of pride, ſo weak, and unable to ma - 
ſtet theĩt ſins , whereas. the fault is 
not in the power of faith, not the 
promiſe , nor in the Lord; for God 
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doth not grudge the people of com- 
fort, but would have his people live 
chearfully, and have ſtrong conſola- 
tions and mighty aſſurances of his 
love, and therefore the Text ſaith, 
Rejoyce in the Lord always, and again, 
1 ſay, rejoyce. And ſo, Hebr. 6. 18. 


to lie, we might have ſtrong conſola- 
tions : Nay,the Lord rejoyceth in the 
proſperity of his ſervants, and there- 
fore hath richly provided for you, 
that you may rejoyce 5 and in not 
ſo doing, we offer a great deal of 
wrong to the Lord and his promiſes, 
and bring an ill report upon that 

ace and mercy of his: And we here- 
by alſo open the mouths of the wic- 
ked, and make rhem ſay , Oh, theſe 
preciſe people talk of quiet and con- 
rentmenr, and joy in the holy Ghoſt! 


but we could never ſee it yet. O 
brethren , its a great ſhame 3 ate the 
riches and revenues of Faith ſo great, 
that a Chriſtian may live like a man 
all his days? Let all the drunkards 
and · malicious wretches againft God 
laugh and be mercy ; yet they can- 
notſee one of thoſe days that a poor 


a an 


God bath ſworn, that by two immutable ' 
things , wherein its impoſſible for God - 


There is great talking of theſe things, 


 Saintcan 5 yea, though he lay in pri- 
wn all his life long Mat. 17. 20. If 


- thaw unto cf. : 
a man had but faith as a grain of Mu- 
ftard ſeed, and ſhall ſay to this mount- 


ain, Go hence, it fhall be done. Whether 
this be ſpoken of juſtifying Faith, or 


no, Iwill not now diſpute : but this 
1 am ſure of; Reſiſt the Devil. and be 
well fly from you; and you may tram» 
ple under all your luſts and corrupti- 


ons: This is the life of Faithzand this 


life we may live, this life we ought 
to live. If a Tradeſman have a fair 
ſtock and quick returns, if he goes 


down the winde, and begin to de- 


cline and decay; every man will ſay; 
He was left marvellous well, but ei- 
ther he knew not how to uſe it, want- 
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ing 1kill, er elſe attended not on it, 


wanting care : Another man would 
have lived bravely upon half of that 
means which he had: So there is ne- 
ver a poor Chriſtian, which trades in 


a Chriſtian courſe, bur he hath a fair 
eſtate, and may live like a man. One 


promiſe is enough to make a man 
live comfortably all his days, though 


he were in never ſo much want: But 


if ke be caft behinde hand, and goes 


down the winde with comfort and- 


joy; and finks becauſe of his pride, 


and diſtempers , and vexation: the 


fault is not in the eſtate, for the Lord 

left him very well; he had a childes 

portion, had he had an heart to = 
| 0 
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God and love him; as David ſaitcii, 


Ob ] be merciful unto me, ar thou uſeſt 


to d unto thoſt that love and fear thy 
Name: The fault was not in the pro- 
miſe, that they could not, nor in his 
Faith that it would not help him:hut 
he let the promiſes lie by3 they came 


into the table, but he never caſt them 


up, nor huſbanded them aright : He 
hed a world of conſolations, that 
would have given a man liberty in 
priſon, honour in ſhame and diſgrace, 

and.comfort in time of diſtreſs 3 but 
he did not huſband them: and there- 

fore be adviſed to do as the Tradeſ- 

man doth; he will not ſpend of his 
ſtock, bur live of his trading; ſo I 
would have every Chriſtian live of 
his Faith. Whatever ſtrengch thou 
needeſt, fetch it from grace in Chriſtʒ 


and whatever comfort thou: wanteſt,. 


fetch it from Chriſt ; but live by 
Raith, and make a good living of ic 


roo;and then thou haſt improved the 


promiſe aright: bring but an empty 
believing heart with thee , and the 
Oyl will never fail, and the Meal in 


the barrel will never decay, but con- 


tinnally ſupply» thee as: it: did that 
Objedt. But how ſhall a man be 


unined, chat he get this fill of living- 
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. ©” drawn unto Chriſt. 
and tricks, and lives by his own de- 
vices; and the devil harh enough of 
them in the world that live this life, 
hut the beſt life of all is little Jook'd 
after? oak | 

Now for an anſwer, know thus 
much; That there are three particu- 
lars for the training up the heart to 
learn this ſkill of living by Faith. 

1. Firſt, we muſt labour to get 


matter for our Faith to work upon. 


2. We muſt labour to fit Faith for 
the work 8 

3. We muſt labour to order our 
Faith arighr inthe work. - *' 

Firſt, we muſt provide matter for- 
our Faith to work upon; For this we 


ſee ordinarily , if a workman want 


matter to work upon, either a Car- 
penter, or the like, he muſt needs 
ceaſe his work, and he can go no fur- 
ther. And if a mans work fails, how 
can he provide for his- family? This 
is the complaint of poor people now. 
a days, that they have no 3 foir 
is in a Chriſtians courſe3 many poor 
Chriſtians that are newly ſet up, and 
ate not aforehand in the World, they 


want even matter for their Faith, 1 


mean, ſome are ignorant and cannot 
reade, — wp _ m_ - 2 
preaching miniſtry, others have hut 
ſmall parts, and — | 
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tle do they retain of what they do 
hear. The promiſes of God not un- 
derſtood, nor remembred , nor right- 
ly applied ; they live marvelloufly 


poor, when they might live very 


comfortably in the world. 

Now the matter of our Faith, is the 
whole word of God; as it is with 
the Bee in gathering Honey : as the 
Spider gathers poiſon out of eve y 
flower; ſo the Bee gathers Honey our 
of the ſame flower; and out of the 
ſweeteſt flower , ſhe ſucks the moſt 
Honey, Oh the Word of God, how 


full of ſweet flowers is it! There is 


the ſharpeſt terrours, and the fearful - 
leſt plagues too: A gracious heart 
will gather ſweetneſs out of both 
theſe. But above all, the ſweet of the 
promiſes of the Goſpel, the ſap and 
ſweet therein, and the bloud of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt that is communi- 
cated thereby. Oh the faithfull ſoul 
ſucks moſt there. Now that we may 
provide matter for our Faith, obſerve 


theſe rules, which are commonly ob- 


ſerved in all proviſions. | 
Firſt, they provide and lay in in 
ſeaſon; timely, as ſoon as they can: 
this is the practice of him that would 
huſband his eſtate wiſely ; his care is 
ro buy at the beſt hand : So I would 
have a good Chriſtian to ſtore up — 
the 


drawn unto rift. 


the promiſes of God, in all the good | 
Word of God ſeaſonable 3 I mean 


when all thy parts and abilities are 


ſtrong, and nature is able to fight it 


out: and while the fair day of Gods 


favour laſteth, and while the Word | 


and Sacraments are diſpenſed;this is 
the beſt time to lay in Spiritual pro- 
viſions, that we may not want them, 
when we have uſe of them. It is a 
marvellous ſtrange and prepoſterous 
courſe, when a man is weak, his eys 
dim, and his heart and ſtrength fail- 
eth, and even ready to give up the 
- ghoſt, then to lay in grace and pro- 
viſion of mercie: and then for him 
who hath hated the Miniſters, and 
loathed the means of grace, & abuſed 
the patience and long ſuffering of 
God 3 Oh then to have a Miniſter 
come to him , and have a promiſe in 
the day of perſecution ; then for a 
man to bethink himſelf of the pro- 
miſe and comforts of the Goſpel ; 
when a man ſhould ſpend on the pro- 
wiſes, then to be getting of them, 
this is ill huſbandry: The bettet way 
is this, to be buying and getting in 
at every turn: and this is the reaſon 


why our Saytour ſaith, Oh if thou hadſt 


known, in this thy day, the things that 
belong unto thy peace! while the Word, 
and thy Life, and the Sabbaths — 
the 
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| the Ocdinanees laſt}; this is thy day, 
we know not how ſoon the Lord may 
take all from as: Oh the eſtate of the 
— Palatinates, if it be true we 
t of them, they have loſt all the 
means of Grace, and they have Idola - 
try now amongſt them, and their 
enemies force them to go to Maſs 
againſt their conſciences ; and they 
cannot ſee a good Miniſter, nor a 
good Chriſtian, but they weep to 
confider the times they once - had: 
Therefore let's labour to be wife ia 
the Lord, now while the Fair is; and 
confider how God deals with his 
children: Pſal. 48. 9. re have thought 
of thy Num; O Lord, in the midſt of 
the Ivmple. It is ſpokten there of the 
goodneſs of God towards Sion; cup 
of poyſon, and a ſtone of ſtumbling : 


warks that God had made, and all the 
goodneſs and mereie he had ſhewed 
to his people, and the malice and 
wrath of his enemies; he ſaith; This 
God is our God, even for ever:*as if 
he had ſaid , The Lord did provide 
for his people in Sgyt, and over- 
threw proud Pharaoh that ſer Hiinſelf 
againſt. God; andthis is our God: 


_ God'is thy God; when thou art in 
perſecarion,thisGodis thy GodZandt 


when he had ſpoken of all the Bul- 


When thou art inthe wilderneſs; this 
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drawn unto chriſt. 
the God of all: thus he ſtores up 
while the ſeaſon laſts. £3 
2. Note this, as thou muſt obſerve 
what God doth to others, ſo labour 
to treaſure vp thy own experiences, 
2 Tim. 4. 19! He hath delivered us, 
and he · dothi and will deliver us; ſaĩth 
the Apoſtle: and the Prophet David 
faith , I remember thy judgments of 
old. Oh well fare a good old ſtore: 
Iremember, ſaith he, how thou didft 
rebuke Amaleꝶ, and overthrow Nim- 
rod, and-Nebrchadnexar , and Achis 
tophel. Oh its adinirable to conſider 
theſe things: I received comſort, 
fairh he 3 God will overthrow every 
enemy, and this is ſtore for- thy 
Faith to work upon, Pſalm 89; 49. 
inhere are thy former mercies ? David 
is aſorehand with God now; he is 
not come to buy food: juſt at the 
time of famine, but its laid up be- 
fore hand; lay in abundantly of all. 
the promiſes of all kindes, you had 
better leave than lack; and its the 
wiſdom of a mam to have ſome what 
to ſpare ; and to have an overplus 
aforehand, tllat a mam may not live 
feebly', and poorly, and be at his 
wits end every tutn, and knows not 
which way to ſhifr for himſelf, and 
have no bread in his houſe; I mean 
no proviſion of ptomiſes by him: 
y Iſaiab 
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Iſaiah 42. 23. Who is wiſe, let him 
bear for after-times; As if he had ſaid, 
You muſt not onely lay in promiſes 
for the preſent, bur ſtore them for a- 
re: wards ; as the Chapman faith , I 
ſhall want this at ſuch a time; and ſo 
the huſbandman ſaith, I ſhall have 
occaſion for this or thar ar ſuch a 
time, and ſo get ir aforehand, Oh 
that God would give us theſe 
hearts! it is good, as we may ſo ſay, 
to keep promiſes in pickle , that we 
may ſpend them at leaſure. In the 


days of famine, ſaich the Prophet, thou 


ſhalt have enough. Theſe precious 


Promiſes will be good meat in Lent, 


when haply thou ſhalr fir under a 
hollow Tree, and creep among the 


Buſhes; then three or four of theſe 


promiſes will give a man a good meal 


of comfort; therefore ſtore them up, 


they will do you no harm: and when 
you are driven from houſe, and home, 
and friends, and all, theſe will ex- 
ceedingly refreſh. Oh how ſweetly 
are they ſcattered up and down in 
the Word, according to the Saints 
ſeveral neceſſities and occafjons. 
Bring this precious proviſion home, 
leave it not in the Market; its a folly 
to lay, I have good proviſion, but it 
is not here. Let the Mord of God dwell 
Plenteouſiy in you, and richly in * wiſ⸗ 
5 N. 
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dom. Obſerve, it muſt be plenty, not 


ſcant; it muſt dwell in you, that you 


may but ſtep aſide and have it, there 
is the matter for your Faith to work 


on. So alſo in the next place, we are 
to fit Faith for the ſervice, that it 


may ſucceed with more comfort and 
better ſpeed. Though a man be a 
believer, yer there is a- great deal of 
dulneſs and bluntneſs comes up- 
on this grace, though he have it: 
Luke 24. 25. See how our Sayiour 
chides his Diſciples , Oh fools, ſlow 
and dull of heart to believe, cc. So we 
ought to whet our Faith, that it may 
line and ſquare the promiſes (as it is 
in the Hebrew) that it may pierce 
through the vail of all the riches of 
the freeneſs of Gods grace, and fo 
bring comfort to us: Its with the 
hand of Faith, as it is with the hand 
of the body, if it be nummed, ſtiff or 
frozen, a man muſt rub ir or warm it 
before he can hold any thing) ſo it is 
with the hand of Faith, for Faith is 


the hand of the. Soul, it rakes hold of 


that mercie which God hath pro- 
vided for us in Chriſt Jeſus. Now 
Faith is ſometimes nummed and ſtiff 
through careleſneſs and looſneſs; 
therefore its not enough for a#man 
to have Faith,; but he muſt ſupple 
and Oy! the ſine ws of Faith, that he 
may 
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may more freely: take hold of che 
promiſes of life, aud receive comfort 
from thence: and that this may be 

done, we muſt, firſt; maintain the 
ovidence of Faith once gotten: with- 
out queſtion undeniable , this grace 
of Faith: once gorren, is to be main- 
rained; Mark its I ſpeak not of thoſe 
that have not Faich; ir is in vain to 

bid a man live by Faithwho hath b 
none : bur its for thoſ6 in whoſe | 
hearts God hath been pleaſed to * 
work.this bleſſed” grace: This muſt 
be the care of thoſe that have gotten N 
Faith; he muſtiknow the nature of h 
Faith-jo general; and of his Faith in i 
particular, whether it be of that Faith Fo 
= which Peter ſpea ls of; for there is a in 

i | great deal of Copper Faith in the 

| 

| 
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| Wola! as, that jeſus: Chriſt came = 
1 into the World to ſave ſinners , and if 
the like: Now when thou haſt gained | 
— thou Haſt — * _ nl 
x it up, and keep it by rheegan? la · | 
bour —— the demonſttation of do 
it ſo plain to thy Sul, that ie may be lit 
undeniable. What a great folly is it he 
for a man to queſtion, when he ſhould © þ. 
uſe it? The work muſt} needs be by 
much hindred; though he have never 
ſo men Faith, when he begins to | 
eavel with it, and ro queſtion whe- 
ther it be good or no: Its a m_— 
ia 


rann unte chrit. 
bial ſpeech, He that donbts of his 
way miſſeth his way, ſor while he is 
doubting he goes no way in conclu- 
ſionʒ ſo he that queſtions whether he 
hath Raith or no, getz litcle good ar 
preſent hy it; cell a poor finner of 
living by Faith, and he ſaith, its goed 
news if he had it: Tis poor comfort 
to bid a man go warm him hen he 
hath no fire; ſo its poor comfort to 
bid a man live by that which he ne- 
ver had; quarreling and doubting 
when a man hath it, binders the uſe 
and benefit of Faith: Here is a man 
that is quarte ling about it, when he 
ſhould live on it: when the Diſciples 
ſaw Jeſus walking on the Sea , they 
thought it was a ſpirit, bur Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, Be of, good comfort, it is I: 
now when Peter knew it was Chriſt, 
being ſome what too ventrous, he ſaid, 
If it be thou Lord, hid me comennte thee 
on the water and Chriſt aid,Comezand 
Peter going, the water began to be 
boiſtrous, his heart began to ſink, & c. 
and Chrift ſaid upto him, Ob thou 
little faith , why doſs then doubt? as If 
he had faid,its now no time of doubt- 
iug, but a time of believing : the Lord 
bid him come, and he had ground 
enough to come, and of 
Faith to come; but when he ſaw the 
waves great and -——" 
0 
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of believing , he fell a queſtioning 
- and quarreling - with the promiſe : 
As it is with a foul ruſt y Muſker, 
ſhoor ſuch a one off, and it will re- 
coil : When Faith grows ruſty with 
doubring , we fir down diſmay'd and 
unſettled; the very queſtioning and 
quarrelling againſt the work of 
Faith, many times doth as much diſ- 
inable a man to put forth the power 
- Faith, as if he had no Faith at 
all. | 

Secondly, when thou haſt main- 
tained the clearneſs of the work of 
grace before gained, then labour to 
. bring thy heart to marvellous ſtilneſs 
and calmneſs from time to time. 
Stayedneſs and ſtilneſs of the ſoul, 
frames the heart to hold the ſhield 
ſteadily, and bear off the blow com- 
fortably when it comes; thoſe boy- 
ſtrous affeRions , thoſe crowds and 
troops of troubleſome imaginations, 
as fear and jealouſie; theſe unrank 
the frame of the ſoul, that it js nor 
at the command of Faith; as it is in 
an Army, when ranks and files are 
broken, they are at a rout, be the 
Commander never ſo ſkilfull , he 
cannot in that condition march on; 
So though we had never ſo victori- 
ous a Faith, yet if the ſoul were hurl- 
ed up and down with thoſe boyſtrous 
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diſtempers, the ſoul could not com- 
mand Faith. When it was told the 
Diſciples , Luke 24. 41. that Chriſt 
was riſen from the dead, and had 
manifeſted himſelf to them; the 
Text faith, they believed not, and won- 
dered: they would not believe for a 
while , and it was through the vio- 
lence of their joy, which made them 
they had no leaſure to believe. As 
its true of moderate affection, fo its 
true of ſtrong fear, and care, and di- 
ſtempers, becauſe theſe hurry the 
ſoul violently , and tranſport ir ſo, 
that he cannot believe: as it is in a 
Road, the Traveller is fitted to go his 
journey, but he is hindred becauſe 
the crowd is ſo great and ſtrong, 
that they croſs him, and oppoſe him, 
and are ready to carry him another 
way againſt his will; juſt ſo it is with 
a ſoul thus troubled with tumultu- 
ous thoughts, eſpecially melancholy, 
and thoſe other enemies, as vain 
imaginations , finfall fears, finfull 
ſorrow, diſtempered thoughts and 
cares 3 thar though the heart is wil- 
ling and able to believe, yet thoſe 
ſtirtings of boyſtrous affections, they 
croſs Faith in the way, and bear it 
down : there David chides his heart 
in Pſalm 43. 5. Even rocks aſleep, 
and would bring it quiet, ** 
| 724 


Why art thou fo diſquieted, Ob my ſoul, 

why art thou ſo diſquieted within me? 

There are three things fit out pur - 
poſe in this Text. : 

t. That a tumultuous diſtemper 
of heart makes a man ly flat upon 
his back, and fink into a ſwound. 
2. It hinders the work of Faith, 
Mark what follows; Still truſt in 
God: As iſhe had laid , Leave thoſe 
diſtempers of heart and reſt upon 
the freeneſs of Godsgrace. _ 

3. David yet looks up to God for 

mercy : For he is get my God. The 
virtue of this Rule we finde by ex- 
perience , eſpecially: in melancholly 
perſons, , when they have ſwarms of 

thoughts buxing in their miades; 
ſomerimes reſtleſs fear, that do 
chaſe their hearts, as the Hound does 

the Deer in the forreſt ; and after 
this comes another affection, and 
after that another: and ſo ar laſt they 
come altogether: Sometimes the hor- 
tor of a mans conſcience makes hue 

ſay, Oh how my heart fmixes me: 

me thought I (ſaw hell gaping «for 

me, and the devil even ing at 

my elbow, ready to carryme don 

to everlaſting deſtruction: this makes 

his. ſoul to have ſuch an amazement 

and gaſteraeſs of ſpirit, that he can- 
not 
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not reach the promiſe of God. Well, 
take the Lords advice by the Pro- 
phet: Fear not, but ſtand ſtill, and ſte 4 
the ſalvation of the Lord: thar is, lay | 
afide thoſe reſtleſs imaginatibns unc : 
thoſe crowds of fooliſh .concelts ? > 
ſtand ſtill., and be quiet, an 1 

the eye of faith —_—y £8 | 
vation of God. 6, 557 

A third Rule how rai n 

fitted for the work, take 
this. In the want of anf Fl. Vet. : 58 


and fopply, bur f:-ft go to r 
miſe, that it may ſupply what you 
ed, and that the promiſe may bleſs 
hat means you have. It is an un- 
comfortable and diſorderly courſe, 
for a man barely and firſtly to look 
at thoſe things which are within the 
compaſs of Senſe , and fo range up 
and down in the uſe of che means, 
when the promiſe and Chriſt are the 
laſt thought of in out hearts. As for 
inſtance: In a time of poverty, how 
doth the ſoul unfit ic ſelf for: rhe 
promiſe ? When a man ſees his eſtate 
low, and he is like ro come to mi- 
ſery, he faith, I have ſome good 
friends that will not ſee me want, 
| haye ſo much * yet, * 
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 Thave my health and ſtrength, and 1 
hope to ger a poor living. Not one 
word all this while of a promile : But 
whar ſay you to this? If death take 
away all thy friends, fickneſs take 
away thy health and ſtrength, fire or 
thieves take away all thy goods, 
whether wilt thou now go? When 
then at a dead lift, as we commonly 
ſay, he is fain to go to that mercie 
which endureth for ever. Oh friend, 
are you there now? Why came you | Ot 
not thither at firſt ? Well, ſince thou f n 
art come, reaſon thus: I am like to th 
be poor, and my friends may die, and F/ 
thieves may rob me of all my goods; | 1 
but the mercie of the Lord endureth ſa) 
for ever. So a Miniſter, that is faith- | me 
full, defires to preach fruitfully, and I Th 
to the benefit of the Congregation; | Ge: 
and then we catch at the helps that | anc 
are near at hand, and we go to our | wit 
books and ſtudies, our wits and pains, | Go: 
and think theſe will do the deed. We of » 
do well in all this; but the fault is in me: 
the order of doing them. Haply God | and 
knocks off mans wheels, anda man thy 
is not able to come to the bottom of | /tve 
the point; and if he be able to com- Eſa, 
paſs the truth in ſome meaſure, yet led 
God blaſts all he doth , and there is miſc 
no good comes to the Souls of his cam 
9 he is ſain to go to the 13.4 
ä pro · | 
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ptomiſe; and then the pour Miniſter 


faith, Lord, thou haſt ſaid thou wilt 
be with thy faichfull Miniſters to the 
end of the world : Little ſtrength there 


is in us; but be thou with us, Lord: 


now the work goes on again. The 
Tradeſman is honeſt and painfull, and 
he hopes to compaſs a good eſtate hy 
his calling; his ſtock is good & great, 
and his ſkill is ſufficient, and his peny- 
worck ſhall be as reaſonable as any 
others, and his acquainrance are ma- 
ny: Then God blaſts all theſe, and 
then he comes to the promiſe , as in 
Pſal.1.3. #hatſocver the righteous doth 
it ſh1ll proſper. Hold here now, and 
ſay., 1 expect all from the promiſe, 
mercy and ſuccour from the promiſe. 
This was the courſe that Facob took, 
Gen. 32. 9. firſt he wreſtled with God, 
and overcame him; then he wreſtled 
with his brother Eſau, and ſaith, O 
God of my Father Abraham , and God 
of my Father Iſaac , which ſaidſt unto 
me. Return into thine own Countrey, 
and I will do thee good, I am not wor- 
thy the leaſt of all thy mercies : Lord, de- 
liver nei from the hand of my brother 
Eſau 3 for I fear him. Thus he wreſt- 
led with the Lord by virtue of a pro- 
miſe, overcame him , and then over- 
came his brother Eſau, Hebrews the 
13: 445« Marriage is honourable among 
DUET F 2 all 
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all men, and the bed unde filed: but 
whoremengers and adulterers God will 
judge. But how will ycu have help 
againſt this covetouſneſs? A man 
would have ſaid thus: You have got 
a good portion, and bur little charge, 
and many friends : but this courſe 
God takes: for he ſaith, 1 will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee. And thus 
when I have chaſed away doubting, 
then Faith is ready, and the ſhield 
ſcoured. 


Now for the ordering of Faith in 


the work, there are two things to be 
attended to. INS 

1. How the Soul ſhould get to the 
promiſes, 

2. How the Soul ſhould take, re- 


ceive and improve this ſufficiency and 


excellence that is in God. 

r. How the Soul ſhould get to the 
promiſe: You ſee all is ready, the way 
open, and Faith is fitted. There are 
three Rules to be obſerved, how the 
Soul may get to the promiſe. 

1. Throw off all power and abili- 
ty in thy ſelf. Neverthele [5, faith the 
Apoſtle; Ilive, yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me © It is not I that live by 
any power of my ſelf, but Chriſt li- 
veth in me. It was Chriſts quickning, 

reviving , and enabling, though he 
had Faith, 1 know, faith the Prophet, 
x Jer. Io. 


drawn unto Chriſt. 
Jer. 10.23. that the way of man is not 
in himſelß, neither i it in man to di- 


 refÞ his on ſteps. So do thou ſay, if 


ever thou wouldſt have thy heart fit- 
ted to go to the promiſe. Say, It is 
not here, Lord, it is not ia this vain 
minde, it is not in the power of this 
dead heart, or any paſſage that ever I 
received, whereby I am able to be- 
lieve in thee, I mean, the principle 
of life is not here, the root of Faith 
is in the promiſe, and from thence ic 
comes into the Soul. As it is with a 
Mariner, when the ſhip is upon the 
ground in the Ebb and low water, he 
doth not expect to rug his ſhip to che 
ſhore by any power of himſelf: So, It 
is not in my wiſdom that can direct 
me, and it is not in my weapon that 
can defend; it is not this humiliry 
that can bring my Soul down: It is 
not here, it is not I, Lord, that can 
reſt, or go to a promiſe; even all our 
abilities are at a low Ebb: All that 
we are, or can do, is to empty our 
ſelves, and fit out ſelves, and get up 
the main maſt; that is, let the Soul 
be ready for a promiſe , and by virtue 
of that be carried Heaven - ward, and 
Chriſt-ward. Take notice of this in 
your owa Souls, that the heart would 
begin at home: If a temptation come, 
the heart of it ſelf would overcome 

it; 
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it; and if a duty to be done, the 
heart of it ſelf would pertorm it: and 
if oppoſition come, the heart of it 
ſelf would reſiſt it. O remember that 


a man offers an injury againſt reaſon, 


ſenſe, and religion, and all. Now thy 
Faith begins ro wreſtle with him and 
his dealing , and conſcience checks, 
and thon wilt tear thy own heart out 
of thy own boſom. Brethren, this 
will not do it: when a fhip of an 
hundred Tun is upon ground , the 
Mariners may pull and tug their 
hearrs out ere they make her go. Oh 
go then and ſay, It is not I that can be 


patient, and put up a wrong:be quiet, - 


expect it not from hence. Let the 
heart lie ſtill, till the winde, and tide, 
and _ come, and that will car- 

thee. 8. 

The ſecond Rule. Bring the pro- 
miſe home to thy heart, that the pro- 
miſe may bring thy heart to it: and 
thus I would have you reaſon: The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt , by the power of 
his Spirit , is in the promiſe undenia- 


bly, & undoubtedly ,and unſpeakably 


accompanying in his manner, as he 
- fhallſee fit. This I fay, That the Al- 
mighty power of Chriſt doch really 
and continually accompany the pro- 
miſe for the good of his: Hence it is 


called, The Spirit of promiſe; for there 
Me, Is - 


drayen unto chriſt. 


is an Almighty creating work goes 
along wich the promiſe. And | rea- 
ſon thus: Thar Word that diſcerns 
the thoughts of the heart of men, 
that Word muſt nceds have the 
Almighty Work of Gods Spirit ac- 
companying of it: ſo far as God hath 
promiſed it, not when thou haply 
think'ſt it fic, but when God ſees it 
fit. He doth it as a voluntary work- 
man, therefore thou conſidereſt that 
there is an Almighty power, and a 
fulneſs in the promiſe. Then lay 
that promiſe upon thy owa heacr, 
and conclude it, and look for vit tue 
from thence , to draw thy ſoul to it 
again. | 

L have ſeveral paſſages to expreſs 
this more fully. Jacob would not 
believe that 7oſeph was alive, or if 
he were alive, he had but little means, 
and was poor, Gen. 45. 26, 27, 28 , 29. 
But when he ſaw the chariats that 
Joſeph had ſent him, then he belifued, 
and ſaid , I haue enough, Joſeph my 
ſon lyveth, The Chariors ſent from 
Joſeph to Facob, brought Facob to 
Joſeph. So every believing ſoul is 
poor and feeble, and diſabled to go 
to God, and to believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : therefore look thou 
unto the chariots of 1/7ae! firſt, and 
that will convey thee to the promiſe : 
F4 As 
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As it is with the Miller, fiſt he pares 


the Mill fitly 5 and orders all the oc- 
cafions thereof, and when the ſtones 


are fir, and laid to go, yet it will not 


till the ſluce be pulled up, and the 
water run that drives the Mill: So 
the ſoul is humbled, and lies level 
with the Lord and his Truth, and 
is content to yield to his conditions; 
but now the ſoul of ir ſelf, in it ſelf, 
cannot go, it hath not the prineiple 
of going; but let down the ſluee of 
the promiſe, and let that come to 


thy heart, and it will bring thy ſoul 


home to the Lord; as Late 19. 9. 
This day ſalvation is come to thy bouſe: 
Not to the walls of thy. houſe , but 
to men that are in thy houſe. They 
did not come to ſalvation , but ſal- 
vation came to them. The Lord ſent 
ſalvation to ſalute the houſe of little 
Zachens. 
The third Rule. When the pro- 


miſe is thus come home to thee, and 


thou ſeeſt the ſufficiency and autho- 
rity of it, then all thou haſt to do is 
this ; In the ſtream of that promiſe, 
be carried home to the promi ſe. The 


Prodigal, Luke 15. is ſaid to be like 
a loſt ſheep. (Mark this, for it concerns 


you, poor creatures.) The Poor ſheep 
is wandering up and down, now in 
the mouth of the Lion, and then in 

| the 
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the briers; and ſometimes in the 


pit. The Text ſaith, He /eaueth nine - 


ty nine to ſeth that. That is, in com- 


pariſon of what care he exprefſeth 
to the loſt ſheep 3 he leaveth a man 
regenerate not care leſſy, but he will 
not ex preſs ſo great love at to a poor 
loſt man: And though thou canſt 
not finde the way to heaven; yet he 
will finde it thee; ly thou upon rhe 
ſhoulders of Chriſt. When thou 
findeſt thy heart feeble and weak, 
and thy ſelf unable to believe, then 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt brings the 
Spirit of grace, and that comes to 
ſeek , and Jeſus Chriſt lays that ſoul 
of thine upon his ſhoulders , that is, 
upon rhe "riches of the freeneſs of 
his grace: Therefore let thy heart 
be tranſported by the power cf that 
grace, and by the virtue cf that 
mercy that God hath made knowa 
ro thee ſor thy everlaſting good. 
When the chariots are come, ger 
up into them · The Lord Icius Chriſt - 
is gone up ta Heaven, and hath ſent 
theſe chariots for thee; therefore 
get thee up, and ſay, Lord, take me 
up with thee. When the Mariner 
hath Sea-room enough, he cares for 
no man, if he can but obſerve the 
channel; he locks nor ſo much at 
His oar, or any thing, ſo that he can 

| F.s but 
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but obſerve the channel. This chan- 1 
s the full tide of promiſe; therefore b 
lay thy ſelf u the promiſe, and 8 

| ſay, Lord, in the virtue of that grace, rl 
| and in the power of that Spirit, c 
eurry me; aud in the riches of that 4 
mercy of thine, Lord convey the 0 
heart of this poor ſinner, and make 0 
me happy with thy ſelf for ever. w 
Again, Never let a —*— _ w 

dead by you; its monſtrous ill hul- - ſh 
bandry not to be trading with a m 
quick ſtock. As it is in the world te 
with temporals, even ſo it is in our h. 
fpiricual eſtate. Though a man have th 
little for the preſent, yet if he have ne 
ſome old reverſions to come, it will uf 
refreſn his heart, and bear him up ne. 
in time of poverty and miſery; and b 
he faith, If he can but make a ſcram- ot 
bling ſhifr for a while, for ſo long CC 
time, then he hopes to live as well as 10 
any man in the Countrey: So there | th 
is ſome of the promiſes we have in in 
poſſeffion. Oh, but there is the re- gr 
verſion of old promiſes, old rents. I 
As old rents of Farms that were let pa 
long ago, when the Leaſes come a 
our, they are worth treble the rent of 
they were let for at the fuſt: ſo there in 
are old rents of comfort and mer- Fi 
cy :, as Came ye bleſſeaof m Father, th 


intrit the Kingdom prepared for you. nc 


' drann unto chritt. x29 
Then no more tears, no more trou- 
ble, no more ſorrow, no more ſin. M 
ger thoſe into your hands, and haue 
them in uſe , and ſay, The day will 
come when we ſhall have happineſs 
and joy beyond all that the tongue 
of man can expreſs or the heart con- 
ceive. Though we are buffefted 
wich many temptations, and wearied 
with a world of cerruptions, yet we 
ſhall be ſaved, ſaith Faith: Thus a 
man may make a pretty good ſhift 
to live upon theſe terms, though we 
have nothing elſe to live upon in 
the world. Remember what I ſpeak: - 
now, and labour to faſten this truth 
upon thy heart, That there is 
not onely preſenr good in thy fclf, 
but in another, and reſerved by an- 
other for thy comfort, and be thou 
content it ſhould be ſo; not onely to 
look what thou haſt , bur conſider 
that the greateſt part of thy glory, is 
in the glory of a Chriſt; and the 
greateſt part of thy wiſdom, is in the 
wiſdom of a Chriſt 3 and the gteateſt 
part of thy liberty, in the liberty of 
a Chriſt; and thy riches, in the riches 
of a Chriſt: And know, whatever is 
in Chriſt thou haſt it all as thine. 
John 3-12. Behold, what love the Fa- 
ther hath ſhewed to us , that we are 
now the Sons of God! I tell yon, 
brethren, 
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brethren , this is a marvellous privi- 
ledge, and if you had no more but 


this, you had a childes portion; but it 
appears not what we ſhall have: we 
have but a glimpſe now; What think 


you will the harveſt be? Now we 


have but the ſips of it, what ſhall then 


the full cups be, when we ſhall ſee 
Chriſt as he is? Thus did Moſes im- 


prove his eſtate, Heb.11.26. He bare 


all afflictions comfortably ; yea, He 
eſteemed the rebukes of Chri ſt as greater 


riches than the treaſures of Egypt: Why? 


Becauſe he had az eye to the recompence 


of the reward. We account not of a 


mans eſtate for what he hath in pre- 


ſent poſſeſſion , but what is like to 


befall him, and what he is born unto. 
What Moſes did, do thou : Remem- 


ber thou haſt a good ſtock upon the 
ground „ which will pay all thy debt, 


and yet live like a man too. Though 


thou haſt many corruptions, many 
diſgraces caſt * thee; though 


thou haſt little ſtrength, and art at 
great loſs in point of comfort; yet 


there is enough in Heaven, enough in 
Chriſt, both of riches and comfort. 
Let thy Soul chen be carefull to make 
all theſe preſent with chee for thine, 


on good. 


But ſome will ſay, How may a man 
expect that from the promiſe, which. 
| 1 


| drawn unto (oriſt. 
God intends , and will undoubtedly 
beſtow ? a N 

For anſwer hereunto , I will ſhew 
what thou mayſt expect, and what 
God will undoubredly beſtow; If 
thou doſt believe, Heaven and ſalva- 
tion are certainly thine, and perſe- 
verance to the end, and that manner 
and meaſure of aſſiſtance, that may 
make thee fit for perſeyerance: Theſe 
three things grow here. But for tem- 
poral bleſſings which we defire , and 
that meaſure of ſpiritual bleſſings 
which we muſt have; ſo much grace, 
and fo much affiftance , and ſo much 
abilities to do duties; God doth not 
engage himſelf to beſtow theſe. But 
that which God engageth himſelf to 
beſtow, both for temporal and ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings, it may be diſcovered 
in theſe three particulars. So much 
grace and aſſurance of Gods love, and 
ſo much comfort in grace, as he ſees 
fir for thee after his own order, and 
in his own time, I will open them all, 
becauſe many do here bungle won- 
derfully. 

Firſt, he will beſtow them in his 
own order, not thy order. Firſthe 
will make thee fir , and make thee 
good,, that thou maiſt be able to di- 
geſt them, and then he will beſtow 

them on thee, Haply a poor man is 
| . driven 
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- driven toadeſperate hazard, and is f 
brought miſerably under, aud there - fi 
fore the heart cries earneſtly for F 
ſr 
th 


ſome more ſypply 3 and he calls, and 
Cod anſwers not; and he labours co 
look up to the promiſe, where God ] @\ 


ſaich, Nothing. ſhall be wanting to his, w 
and yet it cometh not. I ſay, God it 
will give theſe in his own order. Firſt, I oj 
God will make thee fir for this eſtare, 0 
and then give it. I never knew 2 Fe 


good man deſperately poer, but his hi 

heart was deſperately proud; there- an 
fore the Lord will make him good, 
and make his proud heart yield, and 
then beſtow rheſe things : Look for 
that firſt and then for the other. 


' Again, another Chriſtian labours pri 
| ” exceedingly for the aſlurance of en 
Gods love, and cannot obtain it, and ge 


ſeeks to God in the uſe of the pro- giz 
miſes, and yet he cannot finde it ſet· 
led. Well, God will give thee com- 
fort and conſolation, but in his own - 
time. And know this, that common- 
ly the Lord never debars the Soul of 
comfort , but he ſees the heart is 
not fir for it. Thy heart would be 
proud and careleſs, and God would 
hear no more of thee, and thy ſail 
would overturn the boat; therefore 
when God hath abaſed thy heart, and 
made thee content to want wn 


I'S 


ſhall deny, then he will give thee af _ | | 
ſurance, but ir muſt be in his order. 
And this is the reaſon why the moſt YA 
ſmoak out their days in diſcotitent 3« m 
the reaſon is, There is a proud heart. © 
and a ſturdy diſpoſition of ſpirit , that if 
will not come unto Gods terms. As 
it is with a Phyſician 3 he will not 
| — a Cordial to his Patient, when 
e will: for if he were in a burning 
Feaver, it were the next way to ſend 
him going; but firſt he purges him, 
and makes him fit, and then gives 
him a Cordial: So it is in theſe things 
which thou craveſt , the Lord will 
give thee them , when thou ſhalrnor 
ſurfeir of comfort, and aſſurance, and 
proſperity ; and when thy heart - is 
emptied and purged, and able to di- 
geſt theſe things, then the Lord will 
give them. 
Secondly., The Lord will give us 
temporal bleffings, and that meaſure 
of ſpiritual, in his own due time; not 
when thou and I would, but when he 
ſees moſt fit, as John 2 3, 4 The 
: Mother of Jeſus comes to our Savi- 
our, and faith, I hey ha ve nd wine. She 
thought ſhe had Chriſt at command: 
bur he anſwers her, woman, what have 
I todo with'thee ? mane hour # not yet 
come. $0 it is with our Souls; we 
want comfort , and we want ſtrength 


againſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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againſt our cortuptions , and aſſu- re 
rance ,and aſſiſtance : But what have Ge 
I ro do wich that proud heart, fays ſec 
our Saviour? my time 25 not yet come. thi 
You would have it now, as they ſaid, th; 
Wilt thou now veſtore the kingdom to he 
Iſraet ? God will do in his own time, ſel 
and we muſt wait his leaſure. This is ma 
one thing that duth neceſſarily ac- Of 
company the Covenant of Grace, as mu 
I have ſhewed before, That the Lord Of 4 
ſhould diſpenſe of his Kingdom when it i 
he pleaſeth, and not when we will. | cre 
When the Lord ſees theſe bleſſings 1. 
of - ſpiritual mercies and temporal and 
favours are ripe, and moſt ſeaſonable you 
to thy neceſſity; then thou ſhalt that 
have them: but the time is in Gods yiel 
hand. 4 
Thirdly, the Lord doth not pro- thir. 
miſe in ſuch a manner and meaſure, Hoy 
and ſuch a peculiar thing, to give ſap a 
that temporal bleſſing, and that ſpiri- | live 


tual aſſiſtance we deſite; but the Lord hath 
will do that which he knows moſt fi-: ripe, 
for ſo the Text ſays , Feed me with muſt 


food convenient for me. There was liye 
Faith now; he wholly refers himſelf pron 
to God. Whena man comes to the vant: 
Taylor to have a garment made, he live | 
' doth not cut out the garment him- in th; 
ſelf but refers it to the judgement in. F 


of the workman. So muſt we do, five « 
uU referr | 


drawn unto Chriſt, 
referr our ſelves to God', and know, 
God promiſeth nothing, but as he 
ſees it fic for thy good. It may be 
thou ſhalr not have this bleſſing , or 
that grace. As it is with a Potter, 
he is minded to make ſo many veſ- 
ſels of hononr: ſo ff the Lord will 
make thee a veſſel of honour, go away 
oontented ; whether thou haſt fo 
much proſperity, and ſo much good, 

or no, and ſo much grace, it ſkils not; 
it is enough that thou art elected to 
cternal happineſs. pt 

Now you fee how to manage 
and improve the promiſe aright for 
your beſt advantage, and to expect 
that from the promiſe which it will 
yield | | 5 


Again, Another particular in this | 


third Rule of living by Faith, is this; 
How tv take, and how to enjoy the 
ſapand ſweet of the promiſe , and to 
live by it. When the Huſbandman 
hath ſown his ground, and his fruit is 


ripe, and he hath reaped ir, then he 


muſt gather. in his Corn, that he may 
live upon it. So ler us gather in the 
promiſes when we ſee the beſt ad- 
vantage; now let us take the gain and 
live by it, and that comfortably too, 
in the proof of Gods goodneſs there- 
in. For this end, let me ſuggeſt theſe 
fire directions. ä 
Firſt, 
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Firſt 5 thou ſeeſt what God is in 
the promiſe ; and thou expecteſt no 
. more than God is there. Then, eye 
that particular good in the promiſe 
which thou ſtandeſt in need of; eye 
that good in Chriſt, and in the pro- 
miſe, and then ſet Gods power and 
Faichfulneſs. a work to Þring that 
good, and his wiſdom to continue it. 
As for inſtance : I am in perſecution, 
and either I would have deliverance 
and ſafety, that I might not be im- 
priſoned, or elſe comfort and refreſh- 
ment, if the Lord carry me thither 3 
and therefore I would ſee all this in 
the promiſe, ſtill reſerving the condi- 
tions before mentioned. If thou art 
in priſon, eye liberty and preſerva- 
tion in Chriſt, he that is the great 
deliverer ofhis people, and carrieth 
his people in his own- hands: And 


then ſet Gods power and faithfulneſs 


awork, that can doit ; and his wif- 
dom, that can continue it for thy 
That which thou ſeeſt and 
needeſt in the promiſe , that the 
power and wiſdom of God may com- 
municate to thy Soul. This is the 
meaning of that place, Pſal. 37. 5. 
Commit thy ways unto the Lord; truſt in 
him, and be ſhall bring it to-paſ>. Root 
thy ſelf , and lay all thy occafions 
upon the Lord: Therefore the _ 
| e 


Lawn unte cht. 


uon the Lord, for be careth for yon. 


It is Gods proper office and work: he 


careth for thy Soul, therefore lay ir 


all upon him, and put over all thy 


care into his hands, and ſet his power 
and faithſulneſs a work; onely this is 
here a little to be ſeanned. I ſpeak 
not this, that we ſhould take no care 
at all, but I ſay, Hang all the weight 
and burden upon the Lord. The 


Brewer he tumbles the barrel of 


Beer, and herouls it, but the earth 
that beats it: So what ever trouble 
is in thine eye, ox ear, or heart, roul 
it upon the Lord. That is thus: 
The weight of a man lies eſpe- 


cially in three things, which a man 
muſt hurl off himſelf, and !ay. upon 


the Lord. Either à man ſhall. not 
be able to know what he ſhall do, 
or what he is commanded : Or elſe, 
ſecondly , he ſhall not be able to do 
what God commands, and he knows: 
Or elſe, thirdly , he ſhall nor finde 


ſucceſs in what he doth. It is not a: 
trouble to do what we can, or to 
employ our ſelves as we are able: 
bur this is the trouble, when che 


heart faith , I know nor what the 
minde of God is; or, I- ſhall not do 
what IL know or, It will not ſucceed; 


. 5 T 2 * = 


" 
ſtle ſaith, 1 Pet. 5. 7. Hurl your care 


or, No, it is not in power. Now y_ | 
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all theſe with God, and meddle not 
with them, but put them over to 
the Lord, and meddle with thine 
own duty, and with thine own 
work, and let God alone with his: 
and ſay thou unto the, Lord, In 
truth, Lord, it is not in my power, it 
is not in my parts or work, either to 
compaſs that wiſdom, that, is able 
to direct my ſelf, or to have any 
power to do all that is commanded, 
much lets to give good ſucceſs. Lord, 
I will not meddle wich that, but 
leave it to thy Majeſty : if thou in 
thy power canſt nor, nor in thy faith- 
fulneſs and goodneſs careſt not for 
thy poor helpleſs creature, then 
Lam content: and if thou wilt not 
be faithfull, then I am content to 
be miſerable. $i.” rd 
And ſo alſo thou mayeſt ſuppoſe 
a a man that hath promiſed to under- 
take ſome buſineſs for a friend , and 
in the end it proves ſomewhat trou- 
bleſome, and therefore he wiſhes 
his friend to rake it again into his 
own hands; for it is yery trouble- 
ſome: Bur a man will leave it to him, 
and ſay , He hath engaged himſelf ro 
do it, and he will not look after it; 1 
will not meddle with it any more. So 
what end it is that is in Gods Royal 
Prerogatwe, leave it with God, pad 
LON 0 


ud 


drawn unto chriſ. 
do not meddle with it: Let God now 
look to it; leave it to his faithſulneſs 
and power to accompliſh it ſo, did 
Abraham, Rom. 14.18, 19, 20. Abra- 
ham againſt hope believed -in hope 
that be ſhould be the father of many 
nations. Sarahs womb was barren, 
and his body dead, and yet he muſt 
have a ſon: And therefore he ſer 
Gods power awork , and ſaith verſ. 
21, Lord, this body is dead, and 
Sarah is barren; there is no lfeſp 
here: but thou art able, and thou ha 
engaged thy ſelf to do it. You ſee 
he ſets Gods power to work, and 
puts over all the tight and burthen 
of the care upon the Lord: and there- 
fore ſays Mordecai, Eſth. 4. 14. If 
thou hold thy peace at this time, com- 
fort and deliverance ſhall come from 
ſome other place. He was reſolved 
that God had- deliverance for his 
Church, and would not deny his 
Truth. Salvation will come, faith the 
Text. He knows not the place, or 
the means; bur he knows ſalvation 
will come. So ſet thou Gods power 
and faithfulneſs to work, and nor 
thy own care: Commir it to the 
Lord, and hurl thy care upon bim, 
ſo far as concerns the burden of it. 
This is the firſt Direction. 
Secondly , by faith go to the pro- 
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miſe again for help and power to 
wait on God in that way, and to 
look towards God in the uſe of thoſe 
means that he hath appointed for 
the attaining of that good which 
his power will work for thee : God 
will certainly work ir. And ſo thou 
muſt meet God in the courſe of his 
providence , in the improvement of 
the means he hath appointed for 


thy good. Obſerve thou this provi- 


aeace , and do thou what God re- 
quires: for otherwiſe we live not by 


faith, hut tempt God, and throw a- 


way the promiſe and all, and deprive 


our ſelves of that good which God 


would beſtow ; we not walking in 
that way which he hath appointed, 


Luke 24. 49. when our Saviour was 
to go to heaven, he ſaid, Behold 
I ſend the promiſe of my Father a- 
mongſt you : but tarry you in the city 
of Feruſalem , until you be indued with 
power from above. Chriſt would in- 
que them with the Spirit; but they 
muſt tarry at Feruſalem, and wait 
for it. So I ſay, Wouldſt thou have 
grace and the Spirit from above, 
and the wealth of the world ? then 
walk in that way God hath appoint- 
ed : ſtay at Feruſalem, and be in the 
way, and meet God in his provi- 


dence, and then thou ſhalt receive 
from 


ditrann unto Chriſt, 2 
from his power and Caithfulneſs 
whar thou needeſt. Thou wouldeſt 
have God bleſs thee in thine eſtate, 
and yet thou wouldſt be idle & care- 
lefs : but this will not do the deed: 
God would give thee a bleſſing, but 
thou att not there to take ir. This 
is the excellency of the promiles 
of God; as they require conditione, 
before they beſtow mercies 3 ſo 
they make us able ro be partakers 
of the conditions, and give the con- 
ditions : As for example, Sek. 36. 
the Lord in the former part of the 
Chapter promiſeth to give them 
many things; but how? It muſt be 
by prayer, and humbling them- 
ſelves before him: he will give thee 
a ſamily-bleſſing, by prayer in it; 
and a bleſſing in private, by prayer 
in private; and ſtrength againſt ſin, 
and power againſt corruption: but 
I will be (ought unto for all theſe, 
ſaith the Lord: and the Text faith, 
Bleſſed is the man that walketh in 
his integrety , and his children after 
him. Therefore walk thou in the 
integrity of thine heart; that's the 
condition of a Chriſtian in gene- 
ril: or as a husband or as a wife, or 
as a ſeryant, in the particular. This 
the promiſe requires: But mark this 
now: The ſame promiſe that 2 
re 


— 
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rech the conditions, will help us to 
perform the conditions; and the 
ſame Lord that faith , I will be in- 
treated and ſought to for all theſe, the 
ſame Lord faith , Pſalm 10.17, He 
prepareth their hearts to pray. Go 
thou therefore to God to help thee 
to pray , that he may beſtow his 
bleſſing upon thee , which he hath 
promiſed, Exch. 26. 27. He will firſt 
give them a new heart, then reach 
them to walk in his ways. So if thou 
wilt walk in his ways, thou ſhalt have 
his bleſſings; there fore go thou ty 
the power of Faith to the promiſes 


of God for ſtrength and grace, and 


in that thou muſt uſe the means ap- 
pointed, and then expect a bleſſing 
from it in the courſe of his provi- 
dence. Now is. Gods power and 
faichfulneſs ſer a work. 

The third direction. We muſt ſet | 


it down, and conclude it, that God 
will do it, fo ſhall we receive in the 


ways of his providence whatſoever 


he hath promiſed to give. That is 


the work of Faith, and that is to draw 
ſap and virtue from the promiſe, 
Joh. 3.3 3. There by ſealing is meant 
ſealing to the promiſe. This is the 
nature of ſealing, when a man hath 
drawn the Articles of agreement, and 
when they have ſealed, the whole 

Mat- 


1 
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matter is done. So Faith muſt make 
the promiſe authentical, and put a 
ſeal to it that it is. true, and faith, 
It is done in Heaven, and I am fully 
reſolved , and ſettledly perſwaded 
thereof, that I ſhall have whatever 
I have believed, and thou haſt pro- 
miſed, and I have uſed means for 
in the ways of thy providence. Fa- 
mous is that of Abraham, Gen. 22.5. 
The Lord had bidden him ſacrifice 
his Son, and yet had ſaid before he 
ſhould live 3 and therefore when he 
came to the place, he ſaid to his ſer- 
vants, - Abide you here with the Aſſes, 
for 1 and the childe will go yonder and 
ſacrifice , and return again to you. He 


thought to ſacrifice him, and yer by 


Faith he believed that he ſhould 
bring Iſaak again. So I would have 
a poor Saint of God believe and con- 
clude. © When thou findeſt thy com- 
forts like 1ſaaks , in the aſhes, and 
thy eſtate helpleſs and hopeleſs, yer 
even then ſet Gods power awork, 
and wait upon him in the uſe of the 
means that he hath appointed, and 
there (conclude it, and bring pa- 
tience , power and deliverance 3 and 
lo in every kinde , according to all 
thy neceffities. Yet remember this ; 
Expect no more from the promiſe, 
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then God will give in the promiſe: 
but ſay , My fins ſhall be maſtered 
one day, and theſe temptations ſha!l 
one day be overthrown , that have 
ſo long annoyed the Soul of thy ſer- 
vant: I have begg'd ſuccour againſt 
theſe corruptions within, and theſe 
temptations without, and yet it is 
not; but I know its done in Heaven, 
it wants nothing bu: the taking out 3 
thou wilt beſtow upon thy ſervant 
what thou ſeeſt. 1 Sam. 1. 18. Han- 
nah wept ſore, and prayed to the 
Lord, and went away, and was no 
more ſorrowfull : and ſhe ſaid , Lord, 
F believe that I ſhall either have a 
chil de, or that which is as good, 
or better : Now the buſineſs was 
done. Bur imagine the Lord de- 
lays , and does not ſuddenly ac - 
compliſh what he intends , and thou 
haſt uſed means to receive; he gives 
not, grants not, nor ſends not ſuc- 
cour according to thy deſire, and the 
tenure of the Covenant, as thou con- 
ceiveſt. 0 | 

Then in the fourth place , Faith is 
to take up irs ſtand , and ſtay till it 
come: as thou reſolveft, fo it will be: 
ſtay till it he, and ſtay it out. Here 
is much work to do. We prevent 
Gods kindneſs , when we go 1 


draw unto Chriſt. a | 
before he be willing to beſtow a | 
kindneſs on us. Bur Faith will nor 
do ſo : he that believes, does not 
make haſte : he makes haſte to obey, 
but he ſtays , and reſolves that it 
will be. The viſor is for an appoint- 
ed time , therefore wait for it. Thou 
art peſtered with thy fins, and haſt 
laboured by Faith to ſubdue them; 
and thy eſtate is low, and thou haſt 
laboured by Faith for deliverance; 
and yet it comes not : therefore 
ſtay till God ſees fir, and it will come. 
Pſalm 123.2. As the eyes of a ſer- 
vant look to the hands of his maſter, 
and the eys of a maiden to her miſtru; 
ſo onr eys wait upon the Lord out 
God, untill he have mercie upon us. 
It is not, Till I will, or till I ſee fit 
or according to my minde , but untill 
the Lord have mercie. We ſudden- 
ly flide away from the Covenant 
which the Lord makes with us: be- 
cauſe we have it not when we will, 
if therefore we go away, I Sam. 13. 13. 
When po tarried long, and the 
le began to murmur , Saul went 
ind offered a burnt-offering to the 
Lord, and therefore Samuel ſaid un- 
to him, Tha haſt done fooliſhly, aud 
haſt not kept the Commandment of thy 
God, which be commanded thee : for 
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now would the Lord have eſftablifhed 
the kingdom upon Iſrael for ever. If 
Saul had ſtayed the Lords time, he 
would have eſtabliſned the King- 
dom upon Iſrael for ever: but he 
prevented the Lords kindneſs, and 
offered ſacrifice unſeaſonably and 
finfully. So it is many times with 
a proud, pettifh, raſh and diſtem- 
pered heart: if we have not what 
we would, and when we would, 
then we are all amorg , and mur- 
mur, and ſay, Why ſhould we wait 
any longer? Thou haſt done fooliſh- 
ly. Haſt thou prayed and looked 
ro the promiſe thus long , and wilr 
thou now give over ? The Lord 
would have comforted thee, hadſt 
thou gone on: but the Lord hath 
withdrawn himſelf from thee , be- 
cauſe thou haſt withdrawn thy heart 
from the promiſe. When the car- 
riage is heavy, and the way dead, 
there are many ſore pulls, and oft 
the waggon is at a-ſtand ; and if a 
man ſhould then go away and pive 
over, all his work were loſt, There- 


fore ſtay thou rill the Lord ſhew mer- 
cy. Thus long thou haſt called; and 
ſought , and looked up to the pro- 
miſe and waited upon the Lord, and 
attended upon the freeneſs of his 
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grace; once more haply would have 
done it: thy heart was almoſt hum- 
bled, thy tin was almoſt conquered : 
Oh thou filly Soul, why didſt nor 
thou hold it out? It would have 
come at the laſt, my life for thine. 
Now take heed of this; if the time 
ſeem tedious, and thy heart begins 

to fink, and thy ſpirit is weary3 take 
heed of flying off, take heed of 
ſhifting for thy own comfort, and 
looking to baſe ends and aims: No, 
hold thy minde to, and keep thy eye 
of Faith upon the promiſe, and ſtay 
it out till God ſee the time fit: and 
know, its the beſt time, when it is 
Gods time. In the 27 of the Acts, 
verſ.31. Paul ſays, Except theſe abide 


| 
| zn the ſhip , ye cannot be ſaved, Eve- 
ry man was ſkipping over-board to 
k fave himſelf: but Paul ſtayed them. 
- A man would have thought other- 
wiſe 3 but the Apolile knew it was 
. not ſo; for the Lord had revealed it 
1 to him. So I (ay, Be thy tempta- 
e fions never ſo ſtrong, and thy ſins 


never ſo many , and thou beginneſt 
ro complain, and ſayeſt , I have 
4 | ied, Lord, and ſought earneſtly ,and 
yet my condition is worſe, and m 

* Soul more finfull-, and I am leſs 
is able to help my ſelf, there is no more 
5 | G 3 ſuc- 
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ſuccour to be expected. Now take 
heed of going out of the-. ſnip, and 
from the uſe of means: keep in the 
ſnip; for in it you ſhall be ſafe. Kee-p 
in the promiſe , and ſtill your hearts 

there : you ſhall have a happy arrival 

at Heaven, though it be upon a little 

broken board : its no matrer , ſtay 

Gods'time. 

The fifth Direction. Vet haply the 
Lord ſeems ſometimes not onely to 
delay his poor ſervants, and to 
* withhold his favour 3 bur he ſeems 
tofrown, and ſay he will not hear; 
and he ſeems to be angry with the 
prayer of his ſervants, and with their 
importunity , and he ſeems as if he 
would not ſuccour and ſupply. Thus 
he dealt with Jacob, Gen. 32. 26. 
there the Lord ſays, Let me go JI 
care not what becomes of thee , Let 
me go. But Jacob lays hold upon 
him, and would not let him go. So 
the laſt work of faith is this: In a 
holy humility labour to contend 
with God , and by ſtrong hand over- 
come the Lord; for the Lord loves to 
be overcome thus. Be not ſaucy with 
the Lord 3 but in the ſence of thine 
own baſeneſs, as it were, catch the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſtrive with him; 
leave not till thou haſt thoſe com- 

| forrs 
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aaſt begged. This is the glory and 
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forts he hath | promiſed , and tho 


vctory of the triumph of faith , that 


gres thee · the day too, and lays 
dovn the weapons, and yields him- 
ſelfonqueted: As it was with Facob; 
wher God ſaw he could not pre- 
vail ue ſaid, verſ. 28. Thy name ſhall 
no me be called Jacob, but Iſrael, 
becauſethou haſt prevailed with God, 
God is eady to give what he hath 
promiſeaz but he will have us try 
the maſtaey with him. God over- 
comes hinſelf, and we by faith in 
God overcone God: as Fames 2. 13. 
Mercy triunphs over Fuſtice. Lord, 
ſaich my ſoul Why ſhould not I have 
that mercy ,ſfupply and ſuccout? 
Saith Juſtice, Thou art a ſinfull 
wretch, and thou haſt wronged me. 
Saith Anger , Thou haſt deſerved to 
be plagued; and therefore thou 
ſhalt feel che ſnart of my diſplea- 
ſure. Now faith liys hold upon the 
riches of the fteeneſs of Gods mer- 
cy in Chriſt, and in him Juſtice is ſa- 
tisfied , and Anger appeaſed for all, 
and now Mercy is purchaſed for all, 
and Mercy triumpheth over Juſtice, 
and Faith takes hold upon and o- 
vercomes God himſelf, as I may 
ſay, with a holy humble baſeneſs 
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of heart. You know what the 


Lord did to the woman of Canaas 
when ſhe had ſtriven with him a 
great while , and would take no ce- 
nial, at laſt he ſaich. O worn, 
great is thy faith; be it uuto the as 
thou wilt. Take what thou Wit; if 
thou wilt have life for thy clilde , 
and peace for thine own :onlſci- 
ence, and joy in the holy Ghoſt, 
take it; for it is all thine. Fe, as ir 
were , turns her looſe to al'his trea- 
ſury, If ſhe had gone away at the 
firſt or ſecond denial, ſhehad found 
no help: but becauſe ſh: held our, 
ſhe had all her hearts &fire. God 
would have us wreitle vich his Ma- 
jeſty , that he may be overcome in 
mercy and goodneſs. I might have 
here taken ſome ot the moſt deſpe- 
rate caſes thar could be, that you 
might have ſcen vhat faich would 
have done in the nidſt of the want 
of all means, ang in the greateſt 
EXtremity that could have be- 
fallen a poor finmer ; bur I pals 
over that at ths time. Now there- 
fore conſider what hath been ſaid: 
lay theſe things up, and have them 
ever before jou, and pradtiie them: 
and by often writing, lean to write; 
and by ofcen liviog learn to live, 

fx: Many 


dirraunn unto chriſt. 
Many people live poorly, and make 
a poor ſhift to go to heaven : but 
I would not have a Chriſtian live 
ſo, but be maſter of his art. Know 
and ſee your way, and uſe the 
means. Labour to get good there- 
by, that you may have ſap, and 
the ſweet of the promiſes, and ſo go 
ſinging, and rejoycing, and trium- 
phing up to Heaven. Now that 
which I conclude withall is this. 
You fee how far the Lord hath 
brought us, how the Soul hath been 
prepared, and cut off from fin and 
himſelf, is fitted for the Lord Je- 
ſus by conttition and humiliation, 
and that the ſoul comes to ſee that 
there is no hope in the creatures, 
nor any ſuccour iu heaven, bur in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and fo ar laſt 
the ſinner comes, and lies at the 
foot of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
knows that either he muſt be ano- 
ther man, or a damned man : now 
when he ſees that prayer and all 
other means will not profit, and the 
power of the means prevails not, 
and the power of his cortuptions is 
not yet maſtered: then he looks up 
ro Chriſt, and is contented that he 
ſhould do what he will with him. 
Now when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
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ſees him ly wearied thus with his 
corruptions, then the Lord gives 
ſpecial notice to his ſoul , that it is 
his purpoſe to do him good, and 


that there is mercy for that broken 


heart of his. With that, Hope is ſtir- + 


ed, and ſaith , is it poffible ? is ir cre- 
dible? ſhall this wretchedneſs of 
mine be pardoned ? Oh my defire 
is kindled within me, and I long 
for that day. Oh that I might once 
ſee the Funeral of all my fins ! Mark 
now how love and joy are cheared 


to entertain this mercie 5 and faith, 


Oh how is the Soul bound and en- 
gaged to God, that offers free and 
undeſerved grace to a ſtubborn 
and rebellious ſinner ! Ar laſt the 
Will ſaith men to the promiſe 3 and 
further (aich, Oh that mercie I will 
have. And thus the Soul is come 


home to God , by vocation, Now 


the Prodigal is come home to his 
Father, and the Fathers heart leaps 
within his breaſt , when he ſees him 
lie at the door. And as the Father 
xejoycerh, ſo the Angels in Heaveu 
rejoyce , and all the Faithfull ſhall 
rejoyce, and ſay, Oh my Huſband, 
Oh my Father, Oh my Childe, and 
my Wife that wis a finfull woman is 
come home again, to her fuſt — 
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beſt Huſband. You that have found - 


it thus in your ſelves, be comfort- 
ed: you that know ir in others, re- 
Joyce. 


To ſum up all, briefly we ſee; 

Firſt , when we have pluckr away 
all carnal props, that then there is 
way made for the promiſe to come in 
to us. 

Secondly, and when our hearts. 
are poſſeſſed throughly of the ſuffi- 
ciency of Gods promiſe and Grace, 
that then the promiſe that draws 
near, begins irs work. 

Thirdly , that when we expect all 
from the promiſe , even power to 
come to it, that then ir lays faſt hold 
upon us. 

Fourchly, that when we are con- 
rent to yield to the juſt conditions of 
the promiſe, then the promile carries 
us and all in us. 

Thus we have ſeen the hinder- 
ances removed , and the means pro- 
pounded ; and now, that we may be 
moved and perſwaded importunate- 
ly to ſeek after this bleſſed grace of 
Godzler us further conſider thus 
much: namely, that if we once get 
this grace, we get all others graces 
wich it; which is a ground of much 

com- 
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comfort , and cannot but keep us 
doing; for, will it not much incou- 
rage a man, when in the doing of one 
work he knows he ſhall do another, 
nay , all his work with one Jabour? 
but ſo it is in the work of Faith. Oh 
then how ſhould it encourage us to 
labour for Faith, ſeeing that by get- 
ting it we have all? Men that are 
wiſe to provide ſor themſelves, and 
to lay out their monies in ſome pur- 
chaſe for the beſt; when they ſee a 
ground well wooded and watered, 
bur eſpecially to have ſome rich 
Mynes in it, all cheir mindes will be 
upon ſuch a place, becauſe, having it, 
they have all with it: So it ſhould be 
here, in our deſires; and as here, ſo 
here, get grace, and get all;zſtrengthen 
Faith Heres and all is ſtrong; but want here, 
to be and want every where: having this 
1Jabour- grace of Faith, you need not ſeek 
ed for for wiſdom , for Faith will make you 
© wiſe to ſalvation 3 and you need not 


* 
all gra- 
— labour for patience, for he that is 


Faithfull will be patient; and ſo for 


other graces. He that hath the grace 


of Faith, hath them all, hath holi- 


neſs, hath cleanneſs, hath love, hath 
a pure minde , and good conſcience, 
and what hath he nor? The Saints of 
God endeavour with much pains to 

| get 
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get grace, and to ſubdue corruption 
but becauſe they take not the right. 
way to it, they ſeek and not finde. 

Many a poor Soul mourns. and 
cries to Heaven for mercie , an 
prays againſt a ſtubborn hard hearr 
and is weary of his life , becauſe 
this vile heart remains yer in him, 
and yet haply gets lictle or no 7 
dreſs; the reaſon is, and the ma 
wound lies here, he goes the wrong 
way to work , for he that would 
have grace muſt ( firſt of all) ger 
Faith, Faith will bring all the reſtz 


buy the field, and the Pearls is 


thine, it goes with the purchaſe, 
thou muſt not think with thine 
own ſtrugliug to get the maſtery of 
a a proud heart, for that will not do; 
but let thy Faith go firſt to Chriſt, 
and try what that can do. There 
are many graces neceſfary in this 
work, as meekneſs, patience, hu» 
mility and wiſdom; now Faith will 
fetch all theſe, and poſſeſs the Soul 
of them. Brethren, therefore if you 
ſer any price upon theſe; graces, 
buy the field , labour for Faith, 
get that, and you get all. The 
Apoſtle faith, we all with open face 
 beholding , as in a glaſs the glorie of 
the Lord , are changed into the ſame 
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image from glorie to glory. The Lord 
Chriſt is the glaſs, and the glorious 
grace of God in Chriſt, is that glorie 
of the Lord : therefore firſt behold 
this grace in Chriſt by Faith (and 
thou muſt do ſo, before thou canſt 
receive grace. Firſt, ſee humility in 
Chriſt, and then fetch it thence : firſt, 
ke ſtrength and courage in him 
whereby to enable thy weak heart, 


| and ſtrength will come; there fetch n 
ir, and there have ir. Would you tl 
| ten have a meek,gracious and hum- is 

dle heart? I dare ſay for ſome of you, at 
tharyou had rather have ir, then any ar 
thing under Heaven, and would think 7 an 
it the beſt bargain that ever you th 
made; which is the cauſe why yon ani 
fay, O that I could once ſee that day, Je; 
that this proud heart of mine might tha 
be humbled: Oh if I could ſee the | reſt 


laſt bloud of my fins, I ſhould then Wor 
think my ſelf happy, none more; and Her 
defire to live no longer. But is this | Oh 
thy deſire, poor Soul? then get that 
Faith, and ſo buy the whole; for | all g 
they all go together: nor think to of g 
have them upon any price, not haviug here 
Faith : I mean patience, and mee k- after. 
neſs, and the humble heart: but bay of m 
Faith, the field , and you have the ans ) 
Pearl. Further, would you have _ ken c 
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glorie of God under eye, and be 
more heavenly minded? then look 
to it, and get it by the eye of Faith: 
look up to it in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and then you ſhall ſee it; 
and then hold you there ; for there, 
and there onely , this viſion of the 
glorie of God is to be ſeen, to 
your everlaſting peace , and end- 
leſs comfort. When men uſe to 
make a purchaſe, they ſpeak of all 
the commodities of ir; as, That there 
is ſo much wood , worth ſo much; 
and ſo much ſtock , worth ſo much; 
and then they offer for the whole, 
anſwerable to theſe ſeverals. Se here, 
there is Item for an heavenly minde, 
and that's worch thouſands ; and 
Item for an humble heart , and 
that's worth Millions : and fo for the 
reſt, And are thoſe graces ſo much 
worth? what is Faith worth then? 
Hence, we may conclude , and ſay, 
Oh precious Faith ! precious indeed, 
that is able to bring many, nay, 
all graces with it; as one degree 
of grace after another; and grace 
here, and happineſs for ever here- 
after. If we have but the hearts 
of men (I do not ſay of Chriſti- 
ans) me thinks this. that is ſpo- 
ken of Faith, ſhould provoke us — 
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labour always, above all things for 
this bleſſed grace of God, the 
grace of Faith. 
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